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MISSION STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.

Pelican Lakes Association is now on Facebook…

CHECK US OUT!
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LETTER FROM THE

PRESIDENT
A warm welcome to a long awaited spring for our Pelican Lake
Association members and area home owners. We are privileged
to have over 1,100 area residents receive our PLA newsletter with
many joining as members. The donation of additional funds helps
toward making our lakes healthier and beautiful.

associations and the Pelican Lake Conservation Club (PLCC)
share in the funding.

The Pelican Lakes Association team was busy this winter
preparing for the continued projects around the lakes. With our
immediate goals for quality waters and aquatic invasive species
(AIS) education we have a plan of action.

Please see the page on the new availability of PLA shirts. They
are directly ordered from Minnesota T’s in Brainerd. It is nice
to have our association a topic of conversation whenever we are
wearing them.

In this 2019 spring PLA newsletter you will find the notice for our
May 4, 2019 “Welcome Event”. Please stop at the Breezy Point
Ace Hardware corner for we have 1000 white spruce yearlings (2
years old) available for planting free to our home owners.

A thank you to our many sponsors listed in the newsletter for
helping our lake association continue to cover the printing, and
mailing/emailing costs and work on issues affecting the lake.

Look for the PLA on our newly created Facebook page. Thanks
to Candy Rusk for its creation and monitoring it going forward.

Watch for the summer newsletter which will feature updates on
our aquatic plant status from Central Minnesota Aquatics, Inc.
and water quality from A&W Research, Inc.

Also mark your calendars for the June 29, 2019 Annual meeting.
Our featured speaker will be meteorologist Paul Douglas along
with Department of Natural Resources (DNR) updates from Marc
Bacigalupi and a new project report on zebra mussels shared by
a newly hired Fellow of the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC).
Again this year we have three
newsletters with our regular contributors
including James Henderson sharing
information on history around the lake,
Judd Brink on birding, Dan Eigen on
fishing and Mark Severson on a legal
focus. Kris Kristufek will join the group
with loon articles and the link to access a
loon live stream video from the nest.

Have a wonderful spring!
Susan Koering, President
Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing County

Administrative
Expenses
2%

2018 PLA EXPENSES
Insurance
2%

Lake Projects
26%

A 2018 year-end financial visual
designates where our funds were utilized.
AIS management and lake projects make
up 90% of our expenses.
New in this issue is a Question & Answer
Member and Public
section where inquiries have been made Communications
on our website. We will answer or seek
3%
out answers to questions submitted for all
to read.
In early May there again will be culling
of fish-eating cormorants on Gooseberry
Island. Last year there were 225 adult
nesting cormorants culled compared to
454 in 2016. Besides us, other area lake

Association
Memberships and
Grants
3%
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AIS Management
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LOON WATCH
by Kris Kristufek

The common loon is Minnesota’s state bird, and a seasonal
neighbor of ours on Pelican Lake. It is with great anticipation
each spring we watch for the arrival of the first loon scouts
looking for open water where there will be food, safety, and
maybe even their mate.

provided a most generous grant to purchase this new camera
system. It will allow us to stream live video from the nest
with sound 24/7. Our goal is to share high quality video
with everyone interested. Log into www.mousseaubaylooncam.from-mn.com. The camera will be live as soon
as possible after ice out this spring and the floating nest is
launched. It will continue until hatching of the new baby
loons and shortly after until they leave this nest forever.
Thanks again PLA for your assistance to make all of this
possible.

We thought for years that loons mated for life, but recent
scientific studies indicate this may not be the case. If a
nesting failure occurs, or if one the mates is injured in some
way, the other will seek out another mate. Predation of
nesting sites also contributes to nesting failure. Land-based
nesting sites are certainly conducive to predation from
raccoons and otters. Some of these issues are man-made
and can easily be corrected.

Newly hatched loons are very vulnerable to all manner of
hazards. Eagles, osprey, and crows, are looking for an easy
meal. Rodents, like muskrats and river otters also target the
youngsters. Even boaters who come too close to the nest and
a loon family can cause harm. We encourage you to enjoy
these birds, but please give them the space they require and
do not harass them for any reason. They will give you quite
a show of leg stretches, and calls if you stay a safe distance
away from them. Bring your camera and take a picture or
two but please leave them alone.

Loons need a lot of space, not only to take flight from the
water but also to raise their young. Too many artificial nests
in one location can cause confusion and total nesting failure
for that area. We all want to have nesting loons near our
shoreline as it is so much fun to watch them during mating
season, egg laying, nesting and raising newly hatched
chicks. Some experts have said that each loon pair needs at
least 20 acres of “privacy” to build a nest. So, if everyone
on the lake would put out a nest, the confusion to the birds
would be immense.

If you would like to be added to our weekly “Loon
Watch” blog, please send your name and email address to
rodbuilder@lakeladyrods.com.

We have been putting out an artificial nest in Mousseau Bay
for the last 20 years or so. With more cabins and homes
being built in the bay, the loons abandoned the traditional
nesting site near the cattails and reeds. We put out a rather
crude log nest at first and it attracted a nesting pair. Over
the years we have perfected our floating nest and have had
great success in attracting nesting pairs and have watched
them hatch many baby loons.
About 4 years ago, we decided to share our bounty, and
added a live streaming video camera to our nest. The first
year of operation it attracted over 300,000 views! It is not
easy to make this camera work in the harsh conditions of
outdoors with cables running under the water surface and
the proper equipment is expensive. A separate server is
necessary to live stream this video to the internet. Upgrading
of this system will occur this spring with a new camera and
upgraded sound systems. Pelican Lakes Association has

CUSTOM-CRAFTED FISHING RODS

Log into

www.mousseaubay-looncam.from-mn.com
to watch stream live video from the nest once the ice is out and the nest is launched.
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218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze
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Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

Q&A

WE WILL SHARE
Question from Roger: “Why is the Fishing so tough Question from Jan: It appears that there is a brown
on the lake … Pelican Lake?”
algae bloom and a lot of weeds in the lake. This is
something we have not seen in our 21 years here. We
Answer: Per PLA board member Jim Nickel.
are on the west side of the lake. Do you know what
this is?
The DNR stocked Pelican Lake with 3,900,000
walleye fry each May for a number of years. The Answer: Per past PLA board member Art Weaver.
hope is that these annual walleye stockings survive
in high numbers. The reality is that this does not Algae blooms have been reported in freshwater lakes,
appear to be working well. In 2017 the DNR along rivers, and streams in all 50 states. They are usually
with our Pelican Lakes Association stocked 115,000 the result of excessive runoff of fertilizer (phosphorus
walleye fingerlings. Some of these walleye fingerlings and nitrogen from farms, lawns, and golf courses),
appeared in our electrofishing test in 2018 now at a waste water, and storm water (roads and parking lots).
size of 10+ inches. Again in reality, the numbers are Warming water temperatures and sunlight along with
not high.
the nutrients cause excessive algae growth and the
resultant bloom. To help avoid this from happening
Zebra mussel testing in Pelican Lake has stabilized fertilize less, add a shoreline buffer zone to absorb rain
since 2016. Minnesota DNR is conducting a study water and runoff, or plant a rain garden.
to determine if zebra mussels is winning the battle
for zooplankton … a food supply that young fish
and walleye fry need to survive. A cormorant can
consume a pound of feeder fish each day … about
40 fish … perch, shiner minnows, sunfish, and more.
You can run the numbers yourself on a lake population
of 600 to 1,000 cormorants. The DNR removed 225
nesting cormorants in 2018. We are working on a plan
to remove more in 2019.
A more recent study is what is happening to our feeder
fish perch population. I have fished the lake for the last
60 years and I have never caught a significant perch
like is caught on Leech and Winnie. Why is a five, six
year old perch in Pelican Lake only an inch long?
Taxes are significant. I will continue to work with our
Lake DNR Specialist to make an improvement in our
walleye numbers.

5

SPRING WELCOME EVENT
AND

SEEDLING DISTRIBUTION
For the third year in a row we will be distributing seedlings
at our Spring Welcome Event. For members and neighbors
who want to learn more about PLA and who can help us
keep the forests in our Pelican Lakes watershed growing
strong, this years’ event will be Saturday May 4th from
9-noon. We will set up in the parking lot of the
Breezy Point Ace hardware store at the northwest
corner of County Road 11 and Highway 4.

Like last year there is no charge for the trees as you
will do your part by planting and caring for them
in the Pelican Lakes watershed. (You can
see a map of the watershed on the “About
Our Lakes” tab of our website). White
Spruce and the planting instructions
will be available at the event and can
be found on the website as well.

Trees provide numerous
benefits to the
environment. They
will help reduce surface
water runoff from storms, thus decreasing
soil erosion. They increase ground water recharge and
reduce the number of potentially harmful chemicals
transported to our lakes. They create an ecosystem to
provide habitat and food for birds and other animals,
all adding to the beauty and recreational enjoyment
of Pelican Lakes.

We will have some nice PLA
takeaways and informational
items for visitors, as well as
coffee and rolls for those stopping
by bright and early. There will be
Board members present, and a number of
Beach Captains as well, to say hello and answer any
questions you may have of us.
Please stop by to meet and greet and leave
with some trees to help keep our lakes
beautiful and thriving!

BOAT AND WATER SAFETY CLASS
FOR YOUTH AGES 12-17
When: Monday June 17, 2019
8:30 AM – 1:30 PM (space limited)
Breezy Point Police Department
To register contact:
Sergeant Todd Holk at 218-825-3405
or Email todd.holk@crowwing.us
Give name, age,
parent or guardian, phone number
Sponsored by the
Pelican Lakes Conservation Club,
Pelican Lakes Association, &
Crow Wing County Water Patrols
6

BOAT DECONTAMINATION

IN 2019
David Slipy, PLA Board

Because of the lack of outside funding and the low usage
of the decontamination unit Pelican Lakes Association
has decided to try an on-call system for cleaning boats.
Remember decontamination of your boat is still free!!!!
PLA and Pelican Square are working together to cover the
cost of decontaminating your boat.

What about other times? You can still call the number and if
an inspector is available he will be there as soon as possible.
All three of our trained inspectors live within 10 minutes
of the car wash, so it is likely one will be available during
hours other than the posted hours.
Remember, decontamination is a critical step is stopping the
spread of invasive species. Please do your part.

It is critical that boats that have been in infested waters for
any length of time need to be decontaminated. We do not
want to spread Zebra mussels to any other lakes and we
don’t want any AIS that comes from other lakes to infest
Pelican Lake. I’m sure you don’t either.
So what do you do? There are signs posted at all four
landings and at Pelican Square with the phone number
to call for assistance. The hours are as follows: Friday,
Saturday, Sunday from 11 am to 4 pm an inspector will be
working at either the resort or city ramp and can be to the
car wash in 5 minutes.

Adult Living

u Maintenance Free
u On Whitebirch Golf Course
u Single Level
u Resort Membership
u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center
u Shuttle Service

For more information
or a tour, call Bob Spizzo

218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes
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Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com

50 Years of Service
1310 County Rd EW
Arden Hills
651-633-4100
2170 Dale St N
Roseville
651-488-8800

Family Loves
Pelican for 25 Years
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VARIANCES:

Obtaining Permission to Vary from a Zoning Ordinance
By: Mark A. Severson

Local governmental units, including but not limited to
municipalities, townships, or counties, (referred to hereafter
as “LGU”) enact zoning ordinances as a way to regulate
real estate development. On a very basic level, most would
agree that zoning ordinances are for the mutual benefit of
the LGU and its residents. It is a means to obtain order
and ensure zones of commonality. For instance, a zoning
ordinance sets up a residential zone with a certain set of
regulations of allowed uses as well as a commercial zone
with a certain set of regulations setting forth allowed uses. As
the circumstances of a property and surrounding properties
change, along with the applicable laws, sometimes it may
not make sense to strictly enforce the letter of the law
against a particular landowner seeking to develop his or her
home or commercial property. If circumstances unique to
the property can justify a landowner violating the zoning
ordinance, then it may make sense for an LGU to allow
that landowner to violate the ordinance. This is why
zoning ordinances typically have a promulgated process for
permission to vary from certain provisions of the zoning
ordinance (which, in other words, is permission to do
something with your land that would otherwise violate the
ordinance).

would be in harmony with the general purposes of the
zoning ordinance (usually this means the variance is in line
with the comprehensive plan). Without going too in depth,
the three aforementioned factors include, (1) the landowner
proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner (this
is somewhat of a judgment call for the LGU as to whether
it might make sense to allow the subject property to have
a less restrictive setback from the lake or the lot line, for
example), (2) the landowner’s difficulty in complying
with the zoning ordinance is due to circumstances unique
to the property not caused by the landowner (for example,
the topography of the land has certain limitations that may
require a variance for placement of a septic mound), and
(3) a granted variance cannot alter the essential character
of the locality (for example, if all the homes in the locality
or no more than two stories it may not make sense to allow
a three or four story home that would stick out or alter the
character of the neighborhood).
The consideration of whether to grant or deny a variance
is public. Usually nearby landowners receive notice of an
application as an opportunity to provide feedback. Although,
as effective as it may be on some LGU councils/boards,
neighbor feedback (positive or negative) is not a factor to
approving or denying a variance. Economic or personal
concerns are also not factors. Many applicants without legal
representation labor on the economic hardship that would
be imposed if the variance sought is not requested. As much
sense as that may make, it is not a factor that the governing
body should consider. Some applicants also labor over
personal concerns such as handicap access or related
needs. Notice too that those are not relevant factors for the
governing body to consider. Although it is counterintuitive,
neighbor feedback, economic and personal concerns are
not factors in proving practical difficulties. That fact can be
difficult for many applicants to understand.

A variance is a way that an LGU may allow an exception
to provisions of a zoning ordinance. A variance is a way to
obtain clear permission from the LGU to depart from strict
enforcement of the ordinance on an isolated and one time
basis. The typical variance application for a lake property
is to obtain a more favorable setback restriction, either from
the lake, the right of way, or the neighboring lot line. A
variance could be sought for a great number of reasons such
as an increased building envelope, increased impervious
surface allowance, greater height allowance, and so on.
The process of obtaining a variance can vary depending on
the LGU, but typically applications are first considered by
the local “Board of Adjustment” or a planning commission
or sometimes directly to the Township Board or City
Council. A variance can usually be appealed either to the
Council or to the local District Court, depending on the
particular zoning ordinance.

Crosslake

In order to successfully obtain a variance, an applicant must
be able to prove that not providing the variance would cause
practical difficulties for the landowner. Minnesota has a
three factor test for the LGU to consider in the decision to
grant or deny a variance. All three factors must be met by the
landowner to have the application approved. Additionally,
the LGU must be able to state that the variance sought
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Regardless of whether a variance is granted or denied, the
findings supporting the decision are usually prepared in
advance of the public hearing. For that reason, it is essential
to have a complete variance application and to not save any
arguments for the hearing.
Notwithstanding the earlier comments regarding the
technical irrelevance of economic concerns, on a pragmatic
level, if a variance is granted it can significantly improve the
value of the property. It may be prudent, then, to invest in
sound legal representation to properly apply for a variance.
The decision to have professional guidance in the variance
process should be made at the very beginning of the process
because, if denied by the LGU, a record is being built for
appeal. If the record is complete with reasons to support
all three practical difficulty factors it may be possible to
reverse the decision on appeal. However, the bar is quite
high to successfully reverse the initial decision to deny a
variance.

If an opposing position is prepared with these things in
mind, the chance of that application being granted can
decrease.
If you as a landowner or interested party could ever be
impacted by a variance do not be afraid to discuss the issue
with the local zoning administrator or a local real estate
attorney.
Mark A. Severson
MSBA Certified Real Property Law Specialist
Severson Porter Law
mark@seversonporter.com

Knowing the process to grant or deny a variance is beneficial
to those that object to a variance application as well. As real
estate law firm, it is not uncommon to represent applicants
and objectors. Most of the time the local governing board
wants to make “the right decision” that invites the least
conflict. If an application is prepared with these things in
mind the chance of that application being granted increases.

New, Quality

HEALTHCARE
IN YOUR
NECK OF

the Woods
(218) 568-4926
30833 North Star Dr., Ste. 1
Breezy Point, MN
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SPRING BIRDSCAPING TIPS
By Judd Brink Owner/Guide MN Backyard Birds

5. Dead Trees: Try to leave any standing dead trees or snags
that are in no harm. Dead trees provide nesting and roosting sites
for a variety of birds. A few birds are in the decline as a result of
“dead’ trees being removed. Many of our favorite birds require
dead trees such as the Red-Headed Woodpecker, Eastern Bluebird
and Purple Martin. Many woodpeckers often use the tops of dead
trees to “drum” each spring to declare a territory. If your yard has
lots of dead trees and you want to turn some of them green try
planting native grape vine or other fruiting vine that will climb
the tree and provide food for migrating birds.

Watching and feeding birds is one of the most popular activities
in the country. Turn your backyard into a “Songbird Sanctuary”
by providing food, water, shelter and a place to nest for our birds.
Attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds this spring with these
birdscaping tips from MN Backyard Birds:
1. Bird Seed: What and where you purchase your bird seed and
or mixes will make a big difference in the variety and number of
birds you attract. A big box store might offer a nice selection of
different seeds and mixes but what is most important is quality and
freshness of the seed or mix. Bird seed can go stale just like a loaf
of bread and the birds will simply ignore and move elsewhere for
better food. This is often the biggest mistake people make when
feeding the birds. It’s not the bird feeder but what we use will
determine the activity. MN Backyard Birds offers a service that
cleans and fills bird feeders each week only using high quality
fresh seed. For each season a wide variety of seeds and mixes are
used to give the birds the best nutrition. The best place for bird
seed or mixes in the area is the Wild Bird Store.

6. Bird Feeders: I know trying to find the right bird feeder
can be overwhelming. Today the selection appears to be endless
with the many different colors and styles. First decide what birds
you want to attract. Now remember you want to buy one that
can be easily cleaned and maintained. With spring almost here
many of us get excited for the first Hummingbird or Oriole to
visit our backyards. The color orange does help attract Orioles as
does red for Hummingbirds. A few products are now made from
recycled milk containers and are very durable. Having multiple
feeding stations offering different foods will attract a wide variety
of birds.

2. Water: All things need water to survive and birds are no
different. Increase the number of birds by nearly 50% by providing
water with your bird feeders. Water can be provided simply by
providing a rock with a natural depression that collects rain water
or purchase a water bath. Birds are attracted to movement so the
sound of water as with a waterfall or a bubbler can make a huge
difference. The placement of the bath will help in keeping the
water fresh and clean. Place in the shade if possible. Never place
your bird bath in thick vegetation such as a brush pile for a cat to
hide or any other predator. Keep your bath clean and replace with
fresh water every few days. Adding a bird bath to a small flower
bed can be very attractive and enjoyable.

Happy Birding!

3. Shelter/Cover: Many ground feeding birds prefer to be near a
sheltered area like a brush pile. Brush piles can be easy to create
when doing yardwork. Even a downed tree can turn into a brush
pile by placing larger tree limbs across the fallen tree. Brush piles
are also used as escape routes for birds when a predator is nearby.
Placing a ground feeding mix near a brush pile is a good way to
attract sparrows, juncos, doves and cardinals.
4. Native Plantings: Birdscaping is the combination of bird
feeders and native plantings to attract more birds. There are
many fruiting trees and shrubs for which to choose but I would
highly recommend using native stock purchased locally. Why
choose native plantings? Native plantings are more tolerable
of conditions such as the local climate and soil types. It is very
important to check for the hardiness zones on the tag or ask
someone before purchasing. Some of favorites that I now have
planted in my own yard include: Mountain Ash, Crabapple,
Elderberry, Arrowwood Viburnum, Nanking Cherry, and Service
Berry. A list of native fruiting trees and shrubs can be found at
BIRDMINNESOTA.COM.
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Judd Brink is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd Lakes area. MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news with
Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara. For more information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation visit
our new website birdminnesota.com or email us at info@birdminnesota.com

WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
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VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE
by Dr. James D. Henderson

Of all the vintage cabins and cottages
on the shores of Pelican Lake, the
Countryman-Shutt cottage may have one
of the strangest stories to tell. It all dates
back to a time when Frederick “Fred”
Haeberle and his wife Maude purchased
land along the southeast shore of Pelican
Lake from Paul Marquis (aka Markee)
that was part of Marquis’ original 1900
homestead. Haeberle had previously
purchased a piece of land to the north and
Robert Jaeger (1865–1948) adjacent to the Markee property in 1917.
He and his wife Maude merged the two pieces of land together
totaling a little over 36 acres and platted it in 1920 as Sunset
Beach.
Fred Haeberle, a professor at Shadduck School, a private boy’s
school in Faribault, Minnesota, was a naturalist and conceived the
idea of developing a boys’ camp on Pelican Lake around 1915.
He called it Shadduck Camp. Although the camp never achieved
fruition, Haeberle built his cabin there and later retired to live out
his remaining days on the shore of Pelican Lake.

burial ground and Jaeger would sometimes unearth these bodies
when digging new graves. Such was the case in April 1926 when
he found the body of a large woman with dark brown hair in an
unmarked plot. It appeared she’d been in the ground for more
than 30 years since the fragile wood coffin was not in a rough
wood outer box, a practice that began in the 1890s.
In May 1932 the Jaeger’s nearly lost their Pelican Lake cottage
when a brush fire started near their cottage destroying the garage,
ice house and two boats. The loss came to several hundred dollars.
Robert & Maude Jaeger sold their lake cabin to Wallace “Wally”
Countryman and his wife Mary on September 14, 1945 for
$4,500. Wally’s uncle Millard Countryman, also from Rockford,
had come to Pelican Lake and built a cabin on Sunset Beach in
1927. In the early 1940s Wally had rented it and then in 1944
he and his family rented the Jaeger place. Years went by and
ownership passed to their sons Sanford “San” and Tom in 1980
and then to San’s daughter Debra and her husband Donald Shutt
in 2016.

Lot 20 in Sunset Beach, on the southeast shore, was purchased
by Robert Jaeger and his wife Frances in 1922. Jaeger was born
in Lobes, Germany in 1865 and married Frances Laskey in 1890.
The couple immigrated to Minnesota in 1891 and by 1905 had
settled in Brainerd. He worked for the Northern Pacific Railroad
until about 1920 when he became the Evergreen Cemetery
caretaker (sexton), a position he held for the next 20 years.
According to the Brainerd Dispatch, by 1924 Frances was giving
parties at their cabin on Pelican Lake. As the sexton of the
cemetery, Jaeger had access to pieces of broken and discarded
tombstones. He salvaged many of these for use as building
supports for his Pelican Lake cottage. Always a thrifty man and
an early recycler, he used the wood from old railroad boxcars as
wall siding and for constructing walkways around the cottage.

San and Tom Countryman stand next to an old
tombstone in the flower garden at their lake
cottage on Pelican Lake.

Two of the stone plinths used to support the floor joists are
visible in this photo

As the cemetery’s custodian and gravedigger, Jaeger had some
interesting stories to tell. Late April and early May, after the frost
had gone out of the ground, was a busy time for him. It was time
to bury the winter’s dead. With frost six feet in the ground, no
one was buried in the winter. Bodies were housed in an unheated
vault in the cemetery and then buried in the spring. Prior to the
land becoming a cemetery it was used as a Native-American

The cottage has been extensively remodeled over the years.
Recently a bedroom suite of 3 rooms with air conditioning, updated
kitchen cabinets, a front screen porch, window replacements and
a new deck facing the lake have been added by Debra and Donald
Shutt.
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COUNTRYMAN-SHUTT CABIN
- COULD IT BE HAUNTED?

Inscribed tombstone for Ceanoel Smiley born in 1878.

Inscription for Ora Smiley born in 1876.

A central feature of the Countryman cottage was a large oak
icebox with white porcelain walls and a zinc-lined box where
a big block of ice was stored to keep its contents cool. The ice
blocks, cut from the lake in the winter by local residents, came
from an icehouse attached to the garage behind the cottage. The
blocks were stored in sawdust to insulate them from the warm air
in the summer. Since this structure had burned in 1932, it appears
the Jaegers rebuilt it before the Countryman’s bought the cottage
in 1945.

David Smiley and his wife Emma were born in Ohio and married
in 1868, just after the Civil War. During the war he served as
a private in Company C, 12th Indiana Cavalry. During his two
years of service, he fought in many battles with the Union Army.
For a time the couple farmed in Pleasant, Indiana. By 1880 the
family was living in Brainerd. David worked as a carpenter for
White Bros. Hardware for many years. White Bros. supplied the
hardware for Brainerd’s famous landmark concrete water tower
built in 1910.

Kids playing on the beach often heard a story that maybe the
Countryman cabin was haunted. Since no one was ever there on
Halloween, maybe it’s true, they said. Adults said when they were
children their parents told them that the cabin had tombstones
under it and that it might be haunted. “Probably just an old wives’
tale” said owners San and Tom Countryman when they owned the
cottage. “It makes for a great story to scare the kids a little, but the
part about the tombstones is true.”

David is best known as the brother of Ernest Smiley for whom the
city of Nisswa was originally named in 1898. When David died in
December 1920, the ground was so frozen they had to wait for the
spring thaw to bury him. Sometime after his death the children’s
monuments were replaced, possibly when David’s headstone was
placed on his grave.

Recently, the rebuilt 1932 garage that had been attached to an
icehouse, was demolished. A large sandstone monument was
unearthed near the garage door where it had been used as a floor
support. Brushing the sand and dirt away revealed the inscriptions
seen here.

Today David and Emma Smiley rest in peace along with two
of their twelve children in Evergreen Cemetery. The original
tombstone still sits next to the cottage on Pelican Lake,
unburdened by the weight of a garage – history carved in stone.
And the ghosts? Well, they still have never been seen.
___________________________________

Dr. James D. Henderson is a retired veterinarian and free-lance writer.
He writes historical articles related to the Pelican Lake area. He also
is the author of LOST IN THE WOODS–THE LEGACY OF CCC CAMP
PELICAN, an historical account of the only Civilian Conservation Corps
camp in Crow Wing County during the 1930s. Part of the above article
appeared in the 13 September 2010 issue of the Echo Shopper. The writer
thanks both San & Tom Countryman and Sandy Purdue for providing
historical information about the Jaeger-Countryman-Shutt cabin. He
can be contacted by email at james7122@gmail.com.

Childhood deaths were commonplace during the 1800s. The
family of David Wilson Smiley lost two children. A daughter
Ceanoel (spelled Seanol in cemetery records and Celia in the
1880 census) died from tuberculosis at age eleven in 1889 and a
son Ora died at age nineteen in 1895. Ora had been ice-skating on
Rice Lake with friends when he fell through the ice and drowned.
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ARE ZEBRA MUSSELS
HITCHING A RIDE ON YOUR BOAT?
Submitted By: Christine Lee, Communnications Specialist, MAISRC

Researchers at the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research
Center (MAISRC) recently completed a project assessing the risk
of zebra mussels spreading in the residual water left in boats after
they’ve been drained. The first-of-its-kind study found that although
veligers (larvae) can be found in very small amounts of water, ballast
tanks contained the largest number of zebra mussel veligers. The
study also found that veligers can survive for a couple of days in
residual water, emphasizing the importance of taking additional
steps such as hot water decontamination when going between lakes.
The first phase of this project focused on assessing how many
veligers could be found in the residual water of boats. Samples
were collected from over 250 boats leaving Lake Minnetonka and
Gull Lake. Samples were collected from hard and soft ballast tanks,
sterndrive engines, live wells, foot wells, splash wells, bilges, and
jets. Of these compartments, veligers were found in ballast samples
97% of the time. Veligers were found in 89% of sterndrive engines,
meaning that these two compartments have the greatest likelihood of
transporting veligers.

Both aspects of this research tell us that extra steps -- such as hot
water decontamination -- should be taken by boat owners to minimize
the likelihood of introducing live veligers to new water bodies via
overland transport. Providing on-site decontamination services can
help reduce the risk of spreading invasive species. Additionally, the
nationally recognized suggestions to dry your watercraft for five
days or more (Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers!) drastically reduces the risk
of transporting living zebra mussel veligers to new water bodies.
It’s important to remember that veliger movement is one possible
method for spread; it’s currently unknown how many veligers are
needed to create a new zebra mussel infestation. The movement of
adults still remains a higher risk.
Going forward, members of this research team are working with
the American Boat and Yacht Council to relay findings and discuss
options for redesigning boats that could help limit the spread of AIS.

The second phase of this study included experimental mortality
trials on veligers in two common boat compartments: live wells and
ballast tanks. The lives wells were exposed to air temperatures of 20,
27, 32, and 38 °C; the ballast tanks were exposed to 20 and 32 °C.
For veligers in the residual water of live wells, > 95% mortality was
observed after five hours of exposure to all temperatures. The same
level of mortality was reached in ballast tanks at 48 hours. This tells
us that watercraft equipped with ballast tanks are at a greater risk of
transporting live veligers to new water bodies over short trips.

This research is an important reminder to use appropriate
decontamination measures when entering or exiting Pelican Lake.
You can learn more about this research and read the full thesis,
Occurrence and Survival of Zebra Mussel Veliger Larvae in Residual
Water Transported by Recreational Watercraft, on MAISRC’s
website: www.maisrc.umn.edu. MAISRC would like to thank the
Brunswick Freshwater Boat Group, Brunswick Public Foundation,
and Tonka Bay Marina for funding this research!
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NEW

SPACES NOW AVAILABLE
STRONG THROUGH EVERY
STORM FOR 100 YEARS

For life’s unexpected storms, First National Insurance will be there
when you need us most - just like we have been for 100 years. Call
now for a free quote.

First National Insurance Services
Pequot Lakes & Crosslake
218-568-5800
www.fninorth.com

LIFE • HOME • CAR • BUSINESS

“NORWAY RIDGE SUPPER CLUB,
a Brainerd Lakes tradition for over 71 years!
Voted “Best Steakhouse”, “Best Fine Dining” and “Best Ribs”
34757 County Road 39 ~ 218-543-6136 ~ norwayridge.com
Reservations are appreciated
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PLA
ANNUAL MEETING

PLA Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday June 29, 2019
from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM (doors open at 8:30 AM)
at the Breezy Point City Hall.
We are pleased to have presentations on topics of importance to all of us of us on the lakes.
FEATURING:
Paul Douglas, nationally respected meteorologist and entrepreneur
ALSO:
Marc Bacigalupi, Brainerd Area Fisheries Supervisor for the Minnesota DNR
Newly hired Fellow, Zebra Mussel Project, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC).
Each of the speakers will have time to address questions from attendees, so take advantage of this opportunity to learn
more about topics of particular interest to you.
Coffee and Treats • Door prizes
A brief business meeting will confirm the new Board of Director appointments for 2019-2021
Please join us and your neighbors for a wonderful session.

Pelican

Lakes
Association
of crow wing county
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IT'S THE GOOD LIFE...

DH DOCKS
Lakeside living
Since 1974

218.963.2566
23624 Smiley Rd Nisswa, MN
www.dhdocks.com
Instagram: @dhdocksnisswa
Facebook: @DHdocks

Lifetime warranty

Complete Landscape Services
SHORELINE RESTORATION
LANDSCAPING:

Paver Patios/Fire Pits • Retaining Walls • Tree/Shrub Installation • Rock/Mulch

LAWN CARE:

Weekly/Bi-weekly Mowing • Spring/Fall Clean Ups • Fertilization/Weed Control

25+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Kevin Wessman • 218-831-5484
CentralLakesLandscape.com
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WALLEYE

DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

9287 Anderson Road , Lake Shore, MN 56468
I’m starting to wonder how things are going to pan out for the
MN fishing opener on May 11th. Will we have open water and or
ice? I guess we will find out in time, but let’s say that either way
it’s about time to prepare for open water. Time to shop, organize
tackle boxes, change fishing line, clean your rods and reels, start
studying the maps and maybe think back a little on past experiences. With the ever changing world of fishing and the changes
that our lakes are experiencing, it seems like we have to continue
to adapt and change our ways. This seems to get harder and harder as a person starts to age, but if you want to keep catching, you
best try to stay up on some of the changes. Clearer water on most
area lakes, higher tech structure and fish finding devices, more
weeds and some artificial baits that drive the fish nuts are all parts
of the fish catching puzzle! Sure, we can go out and just enjoy
our time on the water and catch a fish or two from time to time,
but it seems like it’s getting harder and harder to produce fish
consistently. Some of us are stuck in our ways, and I have cer-

tainly fallen into these traps myself. I call it a trap, because if you
can’t get yourself to start trying new baits and presentations that
worked so well, you are not going to be catching as many fish!
Watch, learn and believe that there are other and better ways to
catch fish. I’m thankful that we have young guns and also a wise
old-timer that really seem to be constantly trying to put the fish
catching puzzle together! I am really excited to get the Larson FX
2020T back on our area lakes and try to keep learning, teaching
and catching! Oh, hey, I just had a thought! If you’re giving up on
the fishing and want to shoot something instead, turkey season is
just around the corner!!
Walleyedan

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Car Wash • Fuel - 218-562-4040

OVER
OU
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YOUR DREAM IS IN
THE DETAILS
Dotty Brothers builds one-of-akind houses for one-of-a-kind
clients. Our proven Design/Build
approach and focused customer
service will make your dream
home your real home.
Call us to discuss your dream
home or remodeling ideas.

(218) 568-6160
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APPROVED 1-2

PLA WEBSITE

We thank Molly Ring from Seriously Fun Marketing for serving
as our webmaster from mid-2016 through 2018. She had updated
and maintained the website over this time.

Please take a few minutes to log onto pelicanlakesassociation.org
for updates on our website.

Our goal is to keep this site a one stop location for information
about the PLA and our activities. Members can also join the PLA
by paying dues and making donations online.
The site has content and links to sources about our lakes
themselves, the environmental condition of lakes, the research
and actions being taken locally and across the region to prevent
the spread of invasive species and to minimize the impacts they
have on our lakes and waterways. You will find archives of past
newsletters, weather links, and more. Also provided are links to
our email box contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.

A welcome to Glen Young who has now taken the roll as our
webmaster as of January 2019. Glen has served us in the past
going back to 2007. Welcome back Glen!
We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions to
keep the website useful and enjoyable for members.

ATTENTION BEACH CAPTAINS!
Meeting: Saturday June 8, 2019, 1:00PM, Breezy Point City Hall
Others interested are welcome
Questions: Contact Shu-Mei Hwang at 612-280-5648 or Ted Brausen at 612-598-8661
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Pie

Enjoy your
share of the
one delicious slice at a time...

Made from scratch & baked
fresh daily in our bakery.

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com
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BECOME A
MEMBER!!!

There has been a quick response of so many members
to date this year generously supporting the PLA mission
of preserving the quality of life and the environmental
health of Pelican Lakes. If for some reason you have not
remitted your 2019 membership dues and donations,
please do so by mailing your check to: PLA, P.O. Box
823, Nisswa, MN 56468 or use the online PayPal link
at www.pelicanlakesassociation.org. Your payments are
tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code Section
501(c) (3).
This Pelican Lakes Association Spring Newsletter has
been delivered to you by hard copy or, per your request,
as an electronic version to your email address. As always,
we would love to have anyone who is currently not a
member become a member. There is also a form listed on
the back of this newsletter for you to complete and mail.
Please visit our website at www.pelicanlakesassociation.
org for more in-depth information.

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

Providing the best in home entertainment,
automation, and lighting control systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas
DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM

BC#003452

218-692-1760 | weshansonbuilders.com
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EXCELSIOR SALES / 720 GALPIN LAKE ROAD EXCELSIOR, MN 55331
TWIN CITIES SERVICE CENTER / 260 STATE STREET NEW GERMANY, MN 55367
BAXTER SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 15779 EDGEWOOD DRIVE BAXTER, MN 56425
PEQUOT LAKES SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 29240 PATRIOT AVE. PEQUOT LAKES, MN 56472
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Susan Koering –
President/Legislative
612-636-3712

Bob Hamilton Business Relations
218-820-1642

Jodi Billy - Vice President/
AIS/Environmental
612-875-8084

Matt Stephens - Water Quality
218-820-4045

Tracy Donovan - Secretary
218-562-4085

Jim Nickel Fisheries/Forestry/Shoreline
612-850-7435

David Spizzo Treasurer/Membership
218-831-9283

David Slipy - Landing Monitors/
Decon Station
218-831-3027

Bob Vaughn – AIS/ Water
Quality – Little Pelican
218-963-6117

Chuck Lane - Safety
320-304-1683

Tom Moore - Public Relations
218-765-4013
Ted Brausen - Beach Captains
612-598-8661
Shu-Mei Hwang Beach Captains
612-280-5648
Glen Young - Webmaster
218-851-5325
Candy Rusk - Media Specialist
218-821-4886
Susan Koering Newsletter Editor
612-636-3712

For more information and correspondence use the website email at

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org

O RT HO P E D I C S LIK E NOWHERE ELSE
Good days look different to everyone. But when pain or injuries stop us from enjoying them, we meet these
challenges head on. With personalized treatment plans, experienced doctors and specialized surgeons,
Essentia Health Orthopedics helps you enjoy the things that make this place unlike anywhere else.
Together, we find a way to get the good days back.
Get started now — call 218-829-7812 or visit EssentiaHealth.org.

Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine

Appointments are available at: 2014 S 6th St, Brainerd
35205 CR 3, Crosslake | 138 Main St, Pierz
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION SHIRTS

PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:

PHONE:

ZIP:

EMAIL:

ITEM

DESCRIPTION

CIRCLE YOUR SIZE

QTY CIRCLE YOUR COLOR

PRICE

L567

LADIES PIQUE POLO

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3X

K567

MENS PIQUE POLO

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

BLACK, CHARCOAL, BLUE 30.00

DM130

UNISEX TRIBLEND T

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

ROYAL, PURPLE,BLACK, TURQ

20.00

DM1350L

LADIES TRIBLEND T

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

ROYAL, PURPLE, TURQ, PINK

20.00

PRM2500

LT WT LONG HOOODIE

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

BLUE, GREY, LIME, BLACK 40.00

SF76R

HOODED SWEATSHIRT

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3X

BLACK, BLUE

45.00

18600

ZIP UP HOOD

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

BLACK, GREY, BLUE

35.00

562MR

CREW NECK SWEATSHIRT

S

M

L

XL

2X

3X

ROYAL, BLACK, AQUA

28.00

TOTAL

BLACK, CHARCOAL, BLUE 30.00

Shipping Add $9.95
CARD HOLDER NAME:

TOTAL

PHONE:

Orders processed by Minnesota T’s Inc

CARD TYPE

MC

DISC

VISA

AMEX

CARD NUMBER
EXP

/

CVS CODE

BILLING ZIP CODE

26

Mail form to: MN T’s
822 Front St, Brainerd, MN 56401
Fax: 218-829-8107

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes

Name

P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Permanent Address

ASSOCIATION

Spouse

City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.
Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Use email for mailing preference
Big Pelican

Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary address changes for six months and permanent address changes for one year.
Therefore, to continue receiving PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of your current address.

