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LETTER FROM THE

PRESIDENT
MISSION STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.
ON THE COVER:
Nathan Young took this photo for a college graphic
design class assignment. The low clouds and gray mist
that day made his dad Glen’s morning paddle look eerie.
Nathan liked how it captured the lake during the short
period of time after the ice melts and before the docks go
in. He entered this photo into the Lakes Country Journal
Photo Contest in 2019 and was awarded Honorable
Mention as a finalist. Photo can be found in February/
March 2019 Lakes Country Journal, page 33.

As I was walking on the beach one morning I saw an eagle flying
in the distance. I could not but think about this time of year and
how our summer had just flown past us. We are now enjoying
fall. It was a busy summer for the Pelican Lakes’ residents and
visitors, from my conversations with many.

The PLA Board members confirmed approval of lake association
officers for the upcoming year. They are Susan Koering,
President; Jodi Billy, Vice President; Candy Rusk, Secretary; and
David Spizzo, Treasurer. Congratulations to all and thank you for
your volunteer leadership over the past year.

We all know that our Pelican Lakes are the BEST but now others
know, as Big Pelican has been voted the “#1 Best Lake” in the
2019 Brainerd Area Lakes “Best in the Lakes” contest. We will
receive a laminated certificate to share with our lake affiliates.
See the enclosed newsletter notice.

Our Pelican Lakes shirts are found on the website and can be
ordered directly from Minnesota T’s.
A “thank you” from the board and membership to our four boat
inspectors, Cathy Johnson, Dave Fedor, Dave Thomas, and
Lenny Tellock for all they did to help keep our big lake safe. A
“thank you” also to our 37 beach captains, who volunteer their
time to connect with their neighbors sharing the PLA mission and
encouraging involvement in lake activities.

In this fall issue of the PLA newsletter you will find articles on
the June 2019 annual meeting, an aquatic invasive species update,
a Crow Wing County Grant to assist in the sealing of unused
wells, as well as submissions from our regular contributors. Also
included are updates on water testing results, and facts on our
partnering associations.

Finally, “thank you” to all those members submitting their dues
and donations. It allows PLA to treat invasive species and provide
much needed education to prevent additional infestations. The
funds also enable continued water quality monitoring and projects
to improve water quality.

During the month of August board members took part in: an
“Angling, AIS and Access” meeting hosted by the MN DNR on
protecting unfettered access to lakes and protecting access to
healthy lake ecosystems; Starry Trek, a first time in CWC day
experience, checking area lakes for any sign of starry stonewort;
spending time on Big Pelican with the DNR doing walleye test
netting.

I wish all a wonderful fall and winter season enjoying the activities
in the area. Watch for our mailing in January 2020 on a year-end
review and membership renewals.

Pelican Lakes Association is now on Facebook…

Susan Koering, President
Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing County

CHECK US OUT!
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Pelican Lake was voted #1 in the Brainerd Dispatch 2019 contest for “Best Lake” in the Best of the Brainerd Lakes contest. This was
the first year that area lakes had a designation. Thank you to all those who voted. Watch for the Brainerd Dispatch October issue of the
“Best in the Brainerd Lakes” contest results and summary of why we believe we were voted as #1.
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MOUSSEAU BAY LOONS
by Kris Kristufek

It has been a very interesting summer. We watched with
anticipation Mousseau Bay becoming ice free and began getting
the artificial floating loon nest ready for launch. Things began
happening right after ice out in late April. The loons came back the
day after ice out and began their mating ritual. We observed the
first mating session May 2, 2019. Our server crashed and burned
in early May, eliminating the possibility of watching the nesting
live. Pelican Lakes Association came to the rescue providing
new state-of-the-art technology, and we began streaming live
video again a few days later.

The next morning, we found all four loons in the floating nest!
An unusual observation, as I believed that loons never returned
to the nest after hatching. Obviously, this is not correct. Twenty
four hours after leaving the nest for the first time, the second
chick, I believe, was killed by an eagle.

The first egg was seen on the live video stream on May 15, 2019
the second egg was observed on May 18, 2019. Twenty-eight
days later, right on schedule, the first chick hatched. The next
day, the second egg hatched.

The male loon is the first to arrive back from the winter migration,
likely from the Atlantic coast off of Florida. He scouts for a
suitable nesting site, probably in his natal lake. A few days later
the female arrives and the courtship begins. We believe the female
loons and the juvenile chicks migrate to the Gulf of Mexico. The
theory that these pairs mate for life has been debunked. If there is
a nesting failure and no chicks hatch, or if for any reason there is
a nesting failure, they will likely “split” the relationship and find
a new mate. Each could find another mate for the next season.
Adult loons reach reproductive maturity at about age 4-5 and can
live 25 to 30 years.

times a loon fight occurs among males for dominance. Injury and
even death occurs during these fights. We observed in mid-July,
four other loons, along with our pair, in such a confrontation.
These “fights” are to drive off the male loon, and this may have
occurred with our male. He may have lost the battle as the calls/
sounds we heard after this fight are different.

We have applied for and have received preliminary Federal
approval to band several loons on Pelican Lake and others. The
finalization of this permit may not allow us sufficient time to band
these birds until the next mating season. The banding process
must be done at night in order to capture the loons. Natural loon
sound recordings, bright lights and large fishing nets are used to
capture these birds. We must wait to band until after the chicks
of the year are old enough to fend for themselves, and just before
migration to the wintering grounds. It is exciting to get this
project accomplished so we can determine that the pair is “ours.”
Pelican Lakes Association has been instrumental in helping us
maintain and launch the live streaming video Mousseau Bay
LoonCam. The large powerful server that was installed this past
spring worked flawlessly and provided 24/7 viewing directly
from the loon nest for thousands of viewers all around the world.
We are grateful for this generosity. We have plans already in
process to make this LoonCam even better next year!

The only way we can be certain that the same loons return to
the nesting site annually is by banding the legs of these birds.

The first chick, clearly the dominate one, continued to grow
rapidly, being fed minnows and small fish caught by his parents.
At about five weeks of age, he was able to begin diving and
finding food for himself.

The second chick was abandoned in the nest shortly after
hatching, and was left alone for several hours. About six hours
after hatching, this baby chick left the nest. It had not been fed
by the adults and began swimming around the floating nest. The
chick became entangled in the nest webbing but was able to free
itself minutes later. Just before a thunderstorm that evening, both
adults and the older chick approached the nest. The little guy
paddled for all he was worth to get to the adults some 75 feet
away. He was attacked by the older chick with vengeance until
one of the adult loons got in the middle of the fray to break up
the fighting. He was then fed and life seemed to be good again
for him.

The life of a loon is a dangerous one. There are a number of
issues that can impact their lives such as destruction of habitat,
predation, weather, lead poisoning, fishing line, boaters, and even
other loons. If a pair of loons is unsuccessful in breeding or lose
a nesting site, they will search for “successful” loons and many
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CUSTOM-CRAFTED FISHING RODS

Log into

www.mousseaubay-looncam.from-mn.com
to watch stream live video from the nest once the ice is out and the nest is launched.
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VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE
by Dr. James D. Henderson

THE WITTMANN-MULLER CABIN
by Dr. James D. Henderson

The author thanks Soni and Bob Muller, and her cousin Barbara and husband Tim Blanchard for providing photos and details about the cabins.
Please email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com. If you have old photos of your vintage cabin you’d like to share in a future article in the
Pelican Lake Newsletter please email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.

It can now be conclusively established that Markee’s original
cabin moved by Sol and his brother in 1905, is not the Muller
cabin. Originally the 27 x 27 ft. Muller cabin consisted of a porch
facing the lake, a living room with fireplace comprised of small
fieldstones from Gooseberry Island, a bedroom and kitchen, all
sort of in one large open space.

A brass plaque on south
side door dates the
original building to 1912.
The
Muller’s
recently
discovered a 1912 photo
of the cabin on the left and
another photo of “HC’s”
8-month old son Richard
sitting on a stump before
the cabin Muller cabin
was built, confirming its
original construction date.

some semi-pro football around Chicago. “HC” had a competitive
nature and as a bicyclist he won two gold medals at the 1904 St.
Louis Olympics. In 1907 he sold the harness business and entered
the hardware trade. He sold that business in 1929 and then in
the 1930s formed the Wittmann Supply Co. and sold cement
and a glue called “SureStop” to stop runs in women’s hosiery. In
recognition of his Olympic cycling achievements he was elected
to the Nebraska Sports Hall of Fame in 1963. He died in 1968.

In 1954 the cabin got running water and electricity, the porch was
enclosed, and the present small bedroom, bathroom and part of
the kitchen created. The Muller’s remodeled the cabin in 2012
adding a master bedroom and bathroom and enlarged the kitchen.
During the remodeling a piece of the exterior shiplap wall plank
was discovered to have some writing on it, probably a legacy
of “HC” on one of his road trips by car to his lake cabin. In the
1920s it was a three-day journey from Lincoln. It reads “Lincoln
to Storm Lake, Ia - 206 miles; Storm Lake, Ia to Redwood Falls,
Mn - 155 miles; Redwood Falls, Mn to Pelican Lake – 201 miles.
Lincoln to Pelican Lake – 562 miles”.

It is most likely that the cabin on the left is the older one, in
accordance with family history, and that its fireplace was
constructed at a later date. It has been confirmed that the cabin
on the right was built exactly at its present location in 1912.
Crow Wing County land records indicate the left cabin was built
in 1909 and the one on the right in 1910. How these dates got
into the county’s database is as yet unknown. County tax records
show that “HC” paid 1911 taxes on the land, but no buildings
were noted on the record. His land on GL 5 was valued at $15 and
he paid $.26 in tax.

In 1909 “HC” traveled by train to Pelican Lake with a number of
other Lincoln businessmen who had purchased land on Pelican
Point, later known as Lincoln Point. These men were all members
of the Pelican Lake Outing Club (PLOC). As the train closed in
on Nisswa and passed through the tall dark green pine trees, “HC”
later recalled it reminded him of the trees in der Schwarzwald
or Black Forest where his mother had vacationed in Germany.
The PLOC members all held their Lincoln Point land in common.
“HC” was not a joiner and so he decided to buy his own land on
the east shore of Pelican’s bay. He first acquired about 5 acres on
Government Lot (GL) 5 in 1910 and 13 acres on GL 6 in 1912,
both on Section 28 in Pelican Township.

(L) “HC” Wittmann with wife Emma and her sister Julia Reusch in front of the
Wittmann cabin on Little Pelican Lake in July 1961.

This article continues my series on vintage cabins and cottages
on Pelican Lake and Little Pelican Lake. I’ve indicated in the
article’s title that the cabin is on Pelican Lake and that was the
case in 1910 when the land was purchased from Sol and Caroline
Marquis by H. C. Wittmann. At that time Little Pelican was then
a large bay that lay to the west of Big Pelican Lake.
Small lakeshore cabins often have big stories to tell and the
Wittmann-Muller cabin is one of them. Years ago, when I first
read local area historian Carl Zapffe’s Oldtimers I & II – Stories
of Our Pioneers … I found that in the early winter months of
1905 Solomon Marquis (aka Markee) and his brother Paul had
moved a cabin from Section 27 in Pelican Township to a new
location in the adjacent Section 28 on what was then the eastern
shore of Pelican’s bay. At the time I wondered if the cabin was
still on the shore that was now known as Little Pelican Lake. A
couple of years ago I was contacted by Soni and Bob Muller who
told me that their cabin on Little Pelican had been continuously
occupied as a summer place since 1912. So, here’s the rest of the
story…

The stonework on the porch steps, chimney and fireplace is very similar to that
located at nearby Wassena Lodge that was built by Sol Markee.
Artist Bessie Hanson’s portrayal of the Wittmann-Muller cabin was painted for
“HC” and Emma’s 50th wedding anniversary. The scene was created from an
earlier photo. The twin pine tree is still located in front of the porch. A severe
storm, possibly a tornado, took off part of the porch roof and felled many trees just
to the right of the cabin on the afternoon of Sunday, 12 August 1956. Fortunately,
the majority of the cabin escaped severe damage.

ABOVE – The Barb and Tim Blanchard cabin as it appeared in 1912 on the
eastern shore of what is now Little Pelican Lake. There is a strong possibility
this cabin was moved to this location in February 1905 by Sol Marquis and his
brother Paul. A brick chimney rises up the north side of the cabin. Today the cabin
appears much the same as it did in 1912.
BELOW – Eight-month old Wilfrid Erich, son of “HC” Wittmann, looks out at the
lake from his perch on a fresh-cut tree stump in August 1912 at the present site of
Soni and Bob Muller’s cabin.

Heinrich (aka Erich, Henry, “HC”) Curtis Wittmann was born in
Lincoln, Nebraska in 1885, the son of German immigrant parents.
His father Joseph established a harness shop around 1870 and by
1899 his son “HC” was operating it as H. Wittmann & Co. selling
harness, bicycles and phonographs. He was 14 years old and
apparently was quite the athlete. In high school he was the extra
point kicker for Lincoln High and following graduation played

These two cabins on the eastern shore of Little Pelican Lake were owned by
“HC” Wittmann. Both are located on Government Lot 5 in Section 28 in Pelican
Township. One of them may have been relocated by Solomon Markee from Section
27 across what is now Co Hwy 4 to its present location in 1905. Design elements
including fieldstone rockwork comprising the porch steps, floor supports, chimney,
and fireplace surround in the cabin on the right along with its lower pitched roof
suggests it might be the newer structure.
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AN ALTERNATIVE MEANS

OF MANAGING THE FAMILY CABIN
By: Aaron M. Bostrom • Edited by: Kurt W. Porter

Introduction
The family cabin is often one of your most valuable assets.
Not only monetarily, but personally, as the cabin offers a
welcomed respite from the grind of daily life and provides
memories of time spent with family, friends, and Mother
Nature. For most, it is the hope and expectation that, after
their death, their family will continue to enjoy the cabin;
but hope is often not enough.

Decisions generally require majority vote, but significant
decisions can require a greater percentage of ownership
interest. For daily operations, members often designate one
person to make decisions.

Conclusion
Forming an LLC to own the cabin property is an alternative
way to manage and protect a family’s prized asset. If used
correctly, an LLC provides clear direction and governance,
while allowing for enough flexibility to ensure that the
plan makes sense for future generations. By incorporating
a thoughtful plan now, the cabin can remain a peaceful
and enjoyable place for family and friends, as the owner
intended. Creating an LLC is not for everyone, however,
as people have different goals, needs, resources, and family
sizes and relationships. If interested in determining whether
an LLC is right for you and your family, we recommend
that you consult with an attorney.

is a formal process that requires an attorney to draft the
initial forms and filings. Once the LLC is formed, members
must hold annual meetings, maintain corporate records, and
submit yearly filings with the state. Although flexibility is
generally considered a positive, an LLC might not make
sense where the members would deviate from the decedent’s
purpose, refuse to work together, or simply lack the time
necessary to operate the company. Compared with a trust,
LLCs provide less protection from creditors. Lastly, LLC
interest is included in one’s taxable state.

Unlike a trust, an LLC provides flexibility, as its terms can
change through the procedure detailed above even after the
owner’s death. This is especially useful when unforeseen
circumstances arise, as they often do over time. Ultimately,
an LLC can adapt to different situations to best effectuate
the underlying purpose of the LLC.

For generations, owners have directly transferred cabin
properties to their loved ones via deed or through probate.
When this happens, each person to whom the cabin was
transferred may generally do as they please with their
respective interest in the cabin, including selling it to
strangers. Even if everyone agrees to keep the cabin, there
are no rules in place for its use and management. And,
whenever there are multiple owners, there will be the
chance that the cabin is susceptible to creditors, divorce,
or personal liability. One method to avoid these issues is to
form an LLC to own the cabin.

NEW

Generally, if property is titled in the owner’s name, the
owner is personally liable for injuries to guests and even
trespassers. Although an accident at the cabin may be
unlikely, chain saws, boating, and swimming all pose risks.
An LLC protects members from personal liability if an
accident occurs at the cabin.

SPACES NOW AVAILABLE

If the LLC is put together properly with appropriate
corresponding management documents and individual
member estate planning documents, it is also possible to
allow for continued enjoyment of ownership without the
need of probate. Those are details that an interested person
would go through with his or her attorney. Having an LLC
own property can also reduce an owner’s estate tax. Lastly,
an LLC protects membership interest from outside creditors
of its members. A creditor generally cannot force a sale of
LLC interest or its underlying assets, like the cabin. An LLC
can also protect the cabin from claims of divorce, litigation,
or a court judgment or lien.

What is an LLC?
A limited liability company (or, “LLC”) is a type of
business entity combining the best traits of a partnership
and corporation. Like a partnership, the LLC is not
separately taxed. As with a corporation, members of an
LLC are not personally liable for the company’s debts and
liabilities. The company must have a lawful purpose, such
as managing a cabin. LLCs can be managed by a board,
members or by manager(s). They are often perpetual in
existence and are governed according to the terms of the
operating agreement.

Limitations of an LLC
Like anything else, an LLC is subject to certain limitations
and requires dedicated and coordinated efforts of the
members to use and pass on the cabin. Creating an entity

Advantages of an LLC
Using an LLC allows the owner to create a specialized plan
to do anything that has a lawful purpose. This “plan” is
articulated in the LLC’s operating agreement. In the context
of using LLCs to hold title to the family cabin, the operating
agreement can, for example, allocate management control
of the LLC (and, consequently, the cabin) to the parents,
and upon their death, pass that control to their children.
The agreement can also condition membership to lineal
descendants, preventing sale of ownership interest to nonfamily members. This ensures that the cabin remains within
the family. Similarly, the agreement can dictate how to
pay taxes, create an arrangement for cabin use, and detail
responsibilities and compensation for cabin upkeep. The
agreement can also set aside money to cover necessary
expenses or require members to make certain payments.

Crosslake
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Arden Hills
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2170 Dale St N
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Family Loves
Pelican for 25 Years
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Angelique Dahlberg, Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC), Graduate Fellow at the University
of Minnesota, spoke on the ongoing and future research taking
place in suppressing the zebra mussel population. Testing using
copper sulfate shows that some copper products are toxic to
zebra mussels at low concentrations especially at the larval stage
known as veligers. They will also be observing non-target fish
and mussel species to make sure this copper product will not
have negative impacts on them. Steps are being taken to look
at the different treatment approaches and how they compare by
collecting and evaluating the data. This will assist with future
management.

The annual meeting of the Pelican Lakes Association was held
Saturday June 29, 2019 at the Breezy Point Hall beginning at
9:00 AM. A welcome along with sharing of the PLA mission
and agenda was presented by PLA President Susan Koering.
Three guest speakers were then introduced to a gathering of 150
attendees.

A brief break was taken where a drawing was held awarding
gift cards from local establishments. Flyers of interest were on
display. For any of the thirty-seven beach captains in attendance
information was shared with them on their areas assigned.
A short business meeting followed with Susan Koering, President,
presiding. Minutes for the June 30, 2018 meeting had been posted
for review and approved. The financial report for January-June
30, 2019 was also posted for review. These reports are posted on
the website.

Paul Douglas, meteorologist,
has been seeing warmer,
wetter and more volatile
climate in the weather
patterns over Minnesota,
the nation and the planet.
Carbon
dioxide
levels
are driving the warming.
There had been a 2 degree
Fahrenheit
temperature
increase in Minnesota per
century. We need to let the
markets work on a variety
of energy sources such as
geothermal, biomass, hydropower, tidal energy as well as energy
storage. Implications for the lake are: 1. more run-off challenges,
2. drainage and flood management, 3. water temperature impact
on fish, 4. acceleration of invasive pests, and 5. unknowns to date.
We need to keep our eyes open. Every threat is an opportunity
going forward.

The members present were asked to approve, and approved
the following recommended slate of renewing Directors of the
Pelican Lakes Association for 2019-2021: Chuck Lane, Robert
Vaughn, David Spizzo, and Susan Koering. With Tracy Donovan
not renewing Candy Rusk was approved for a term of office for
2019-2021.

Pie

Enjoy your
share of the
one delicious slice at a time...

Made from scratch & baked
fresh daily in our bakery.

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

Tracy Donovan was awarded a “Certificate of Appreciation” and
card for serving on the PLA Board of Directors from 2007-2019
with eight years serving as either Vice President or Secretary.
The designation of officers serving for the next year will take
place at the next board meeting.
Two upcoming events include Starry Trek 2019 on Saturday
August 17, 2019 and the Research and Management Showcase
on September 18, 2019. All those interested are encouraged to
participate.

Marc Bacigalupi, Brainerd Area Fisheries Supervisor for the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, shared an update
on the history of the stocking of walleye fry and fingerlings in
Pelican Lake, the status of the cormorant population in the area,
the Pelican Lake zebra mussel density trend and extra monitoring
of the yellow perch population. Walleyes from the 2017 stocking,
now 9-12 inchers, are looking good so far. We do have continuing
opportunities to preserve fish and wildlife habitat within the
watershed.

New, Quality

HEALTHCARE

To join or learn more about the Pelican Lakes Association’s
activities please go to: http://pelicanlakesassociation.org/

IN YOUR
NECK OF

With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 AM.
The meeting closed with a thank you for all those attending.

the Woods
(218) 568-4926
30833 North Star Dr., Ste. 1
Breezy Point, MN
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MINNESOTA BIRD CITIES
By Judd Brink Owner/Guide MN Backyard Birds

BP # 4: Reduce disturbance and predation by freeroaming pets
BP #5: Reduce the threat of pesticides and other
toxins
BP # 6: Reduce climate impacts
There are many benefits in becoming a bird city for
it builds a better community and bird conservation.
Audubon Minnesota has a list of 10 benefits for bird
cities with a few of them to consider:
Experience Nature: Birding can be a great way to
explore and enjoy all the nature that is around us.
Community Pride: Birding presents a positive image
to local residents and visitors to the area.
Tap into Tourism: Birding is a very popular activity.
For more information on Audubon Minnesota Bird
City program please follow the link:
http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/bird-cityminnesota

On Saturday May 18, 2019 the city of Crosslake became
the fourth Bird City in Minnesota. Bird City is an Audubon
Minnesota program that engages and educates the community
on how to reduce threats to birds and restore bird habitat. The
three other bird cities are St. Paul, Hastings and Bemidji. Feeding
birds and watching birds is the 2nd largest recreational activity
in the country! This is a great program for communities who
are interested in bird conservation. The Crosslake Bird City
committee was formed last fall where we worked through the
bird city best practices and the required criteria for the city to be
designated.    

State wide lottery dollars spent go towards the
Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust
Fund for programs like bird city. Congratulations
to the city of Crosslake for being the next bird city!
Please look for next year’s International Migratory
Bird Day event in Crosslake. Happy Birding.
Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!

How does a bird city work? Each community completes a
checklist of actions that will benefit birds. These actions are
also known as “best practices” with seven being required as the
minimum. The three categories are habitat improvement, threat
reduction and citizen engagement. Once all the documentation
and best practices have been achieved a formal application and
fee are submitted for review and approval. The committee also
selects a day and hosts a public event recognizing International
Migratory Bird Day. The bird city communities do receive
recognition from Audubon Minnesota with two bird city highway
signs, a flag and plaque.

In each of the three categories of habitat improvement, threat
reduction and citizen engagement two best practices must be met
and documented. Please see the “Best Practices” below for each
of the three categories.   
Category 1: Educate and Engage people in birding
conservation.
BP #1: Increase awareness of birds in your community
BP #2: Involve residents in conservation and stewardship projects
BP #3: Educate and engage youth / young adult audiences
BP #4: Promote citizen science monitoring and research
BP #5: Ensure access to nature

Events and activities needed to be planned by the committee
for bird city Crosslake. They included bird walks, a bird
banding demonstration, a live bird program from the University
of Minnesota Raptor Center, Purple Martin monitoring and
community vendors involvement (National Loon Center,
Brained Lakes Audubon Chapter, Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, Crosslake Charter School, MN Backyard
Birds, Bee-Nay-She Bird Council and Audubon Minnesota). The
Raptor Center program was attended by over 50 people from the
community. Cake with the bird city logo and coffee were also
served after the bird program to honor its designation.
  
What are the best practices that the community must meet and
document to fulfill the bird city criteria?

Judd Brink - Owner/Guide
Web: birdminnesota.com
Email: info@birdminnesota.com
https://www.facebook.com/birdminnesota/
Like us and follow us
Judd Brink, is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd Lakes area.  MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news with
Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara.  For more information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation
contact me at (218) 838-4784) or email me at info@birdminnesota.com.

WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM

Category 2: Protect, restore and enhance bird habitat.
BP #1: Practice conservation planning
BP #2: Create and protect habitat
BP #3: Promote use of native and beneficial plant species
BP #4: Control invasive and detrimental species
BP #5: Create, protect and maintain nesting opportunities
BP #6: Ensure best management of urban forests
BP #7: Ensure clean water in natural waterways
Category 3: Reduce threats to birds.
BP # 1: Reduce collisions with windows
BP # 2: Reduce other man-made threats
BP # 3: Reduce light pollution
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AIS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Senator Carrie Ruud, District 10

This year at the Capitol was another successful year in addressing
Aquatic Invasive Species problems across our state. As a legislator
representing the lakes region, I know how important healthy
lakes, rivers, and streams are to all of us. Part of ensuring that our
waters are healthy is to address AIS threats and infestations. I was
happy to join my colleagues in supporting a variety of legislation
that helps address AIS. The Environmental Finance and LCCMR,
bills both allocated to various agencies and organizations to help
fight AIS in Minnesota.

dollars for water access inspections. These inspections help
prevent the spread of AIS as boats are transported between lakes.
On a related note, the watercraft surcharge fee was raised from $5
to $10.60, a portion of which will help with the research of AIS in
public waters and wetlands.

The Environmental Finance bill appropriated both LCCMR and
general fund dollars to help fight AIS. One of the partnerships
I have been most pleased with over the years is the great work
the University of Minnesota’s AIS research center (MAISRC)
does in finding solutions to AIS problems. We continued to fund
the research center, appropriating $1 million dollars to continue
supporting their mission to identify research priorities, conduct
research, and implement AIS solutions. MAISRC will also be
providing a report to the legislature on emerging AIS threats and
I look forward to receiving and discussing the report!

Overall, we have accomplished a lot this year. The Legislature
recognizes AIS as something our constituents want us to pay
attention to and to understand the impact AIS is having on our
lakes, rivers, and other bodies of water. I am excited by the
growing amount of research, partnerships, and new expertise
being brought to the table. I look forward to working on AIS more
next year.

We are doing a great job of identifying AIS issues across the state,
but enforcement continues to be a key area of focus so AIS is
not being introduced to healthy lakes. The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources plays a critical role in AIS enforcement
through their watercraft inspection program. The DNR and lake
associations continued to voice their support for a strong access
monitoring program. This session, we allocated nearly $4 million

While the legislature has worked hard to fund AIS research,
prevention, and projects, there is also an opportunity for you to
become involved in the fight against AIS. The Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) at the University of
Minnesota created an AIS Detector program. The AIS Detector
program is a network of trained volunteers who help with AIS
projects, education, and more. Anyone over the age of 18 can
become an AIS Detector; training is done online and in-person
and there is a registration fee. I have gone through training and
I am impressed with all the great work AIS Detectors do across
the state. I encourage anyone interested to learn more by going to
www.maisrc.umn.edu/ais-detector.
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TESTING RESULTS ON
PELICAN LAKE - FALL 2019

Walleye Test Netting, Jim Nickel, PLA board and PLCC DNR

August is the month of zebra mussel density and walleye testing.
I was with the DNR on our lake observing the annual 2019
walleye test netting. A quick test result was 68 walleyes with
an average weight of 1.96 lbs. and a lift of 4.53 per net lift. This
compares to 2018 results of 58 walleyes with an average weight
of 2.38 lbs., and a lift of 3.87 per net. In 2017 the results were
2.48 lbs. and a lift of 4.00 per net. The Pelican lake goal is in the
8 – 10 per net lift … a long way to go from our 4.53 lift this year.
Electrofishing testing will be conducted later in September to
determine the survival rate of our 3,900,000-walleye fry in May
2019 and the potential of fingerling stocking this fall.

Zebra Mussel Report, Marc Bacigalupi, MN DNR Brainerd
Area Fisheries Supervisor

In early August Marc was on Pelican Lake completing the 8th
annual Invasive Species Zebra Mussel testing. This year’s results
were very interesting as we have had a significant drop from
previous years.

The white specs are dead zebra mussel shells. Live ones are in darker clumps. The metal frame is the quadrat. The quadrat is placed
in a semi-random place and all the zebra mussels within the quadrat are counted and weighed (they are bagged up and sent to the
surface for counting). There are 7 quadrats counted in 1 site and there are 9 sites around the lake. These same sites have been used
in the 8 years of the survey.
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BEACH CAPTAIN UPDATE
Shu-Mei Hwang, PLA Board

We want to thank our 37 Beach Captains for taking time to help promote the Pelican Lakes Association. Without your effort it would
be very difficult to let people know what is happening around the lakes. It is really important to preserve and promote our PLA
activities.
We are looking for more Beach Captains, There are openings where we need help. It is also a great way to meet your neighbors. The
following are areas can use some help:

COMPLETE TREE CARE

es

For life’s unexpected storms, First National Insurance will be there
when you need us most - just like we have been for 100 years. Call
now for a free quote.

218.825.8207

First National Insurance Services
Pequot Lakes & Crosslake
218-568-5800
www.fninorth.com

MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze

LIFE • HOME • CAR • BUSINESS

Get started now — call 218-829-7812 or visit EssentiaHealth.org.

“NORWAY RIDGE SUPPER CLUB,
a Brainerd Lakes tradition for over 71 years!

15

a
en
isp
ted
by the Brainerd D

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

Good days look different to everyone. But when pain or injuries stop us from enjoying them, we meet these
challenges head on. With personalized treatment plans, experienced doctors and specialized surgeons,
Essentia Health Orthopedics helps you enjoy the things that make this place unlike anywhere else.
Together, we find a way to get the good days back.

Appointments are available at: 2014 S 6th St, Brainerd
35205 CR 3, Crosslake | 138 Main St, Pierz

#

Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

O RT HO P E D I C S LIK E NOWHERE ELSE

Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine

VOTED

Insured/ Certified

EST TREE CO

ANY
MP

STRONG THROUGH EVERY
STORM FOR 100 YEARS

1B

tch

• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Pr

12553 -12759 N Pelican Lane
9217-9223 Breezy Point Drive
10712-10860 Cnty Rd 118, 26162-26175 Moose Ln
9311-9323 Breezy Point Drive
9584 - 9868 Trails End Road
9156-9196 Indian Hill
28426-28688 County Rd 4, 9254-9308
30050-30239 Circle Drive
9341-9396 Mockingbird Lane
9248 - 9268 Cross Street
28956-29556 County Rd 4
30100-30158 Circle Drive
9254-9308 Edgewater Circle
30003 Channel Heights / Wolf’s den condos
9308-9328 Father Joe Lane
Channel Heights Homes
Edgewater South
Owners Association Pelican Cove TIMESHARE
Edgewater Condos
30488-30722 Lakeview Drive
29727-29893 Shoreview Lane
30240 -30959 N Lakeview Drive
9025-9069 Breezy Point Drive
Ricka Lane, 11349-11497 Hamilton Trail
29668 Shoreview Lane
10847-11273 Hamilton Circle, 31331-31895
29800 -29856 Sand Beach Drive
Stewarts Bay, 31652-31844 Bayshore Drive
29690-29863 Shoreview Lane
Condo-Bay Point Drive.
Condo Sand Beach Drive
11653-11717 Ivy Bay Lane, 11511-11603 Bay Point
9151 Breezy Point Drive
31805-31843 Lindove Lane
9151 Breezy Point Drive
8862-8982 Breezy Point Drive
9200-9201 Breezy Point Drive
Please contact Candy Rusk (218-821-4886) or Shu-Mei Hwang (612-280-5648). We can let you know about the Beach Captain program

Voted “Best Steakhouse”, “Best Fine Dining” and “Best Ribs”
34757 County Road 39 ~ 218-543-6136 ~ norwayridge.com
Reservations are appreciated
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Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

PARTNER PAGE
The increased visibility of concerns over the environmental health of Minnesota lakes and rivers creates opportunities for the
Pelican Lakes Association to work with many other organizations to achieve our goals. The following is a quick summary of
some of those partnership activities:

Northern Crow Wing Coalition of Lake Associations –
Participated with this group of eleven area lake associations
to comment on Crow Wing County AIS plan for 2019; also
participated in AIS Roundtable lead by the Whitefish Area
Property Owners Association to review state of AIS prevention.

MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/)

Pine River Watershed Alliance (http://www.prwa.us) – This
organization focuses on issues of water quality, land management
and wetlands preservation across the Pine River watershed,
which includes the Pelican Lakes watershed area. Jodi Billy of
PLA is actively participating with this group, sharing information
and looking for opportunities to support the PRWA agenda with
our actions.

DNR Forestry- PLA continues to support Minnesota’s
Sustainable Forest Act preserving our forests. The key
objective is for private woodland owners to manage properties
contributing significantly to Minnesota’s clean water and air,
wildlife habitat, recreational resources and timber supplies.  

Crow Wing County Lakes and Rivers Alliance
(http://www.crowwinglara.org) – PLA has been an active member
for this coalition for many years, helping to coordinate activities
across area lakes and rivers. Jodi Billy of PLA currently serves
on the LARA Board and keeps us up to date on topics of interest
to LARA.

DNR Fisheries – Marc Bacigalupi, the Brainerd Area Fisheries
Supervisor continues to drive improved fishing in our Pelican
Lakes. Jim Nickel of PLA is our liaison to this organization
observing May walleye fry stocking, August test netting,
September electrofish testing, walleye fingerling stocking, and
cormorant monitoring.
DNR AIS– PLA works with the DNR on permitting for curly
leaf pondweed treatment and for grants of landing monitor
hours. Jodi Billy is our primary contact with Tim Plude, the
DNR AIS Specialist for this area.

  
Minnesota AIS Research Center (MAISRC)
(https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/) – PLA remains a financial
supporter of this important research center and attends MAISRC
Showcase events presenting findings.

Pelican Lake Conservation Club (http://plccmn.org/) – Jim
Nickel of PLA is working with PLCC Board Members and with
the DNR to monitor and understand our options to help improve
the Pelican Lakes fisheries. PLA also supports the youth boating
safety courses PLCC sponsors for educating young boaters.

IT'S THE GOOD LIFE...

DH DOCKS
Lakeside living
Since 1974

218.963.2566
23624 Smiley Rd Nisswa, MN
www.dhdocks.com
Instagram: @dhdocksnisswa
Facebook: @DHdocks

Lifetime warranty

University of Minnesota Extension Service
(https://www.extension.umn.edu/) – PLA helped to pioneer the
AIS Detector Program operated by the Extension Service and
MAISRC, with Art Weaver leading the interaction. A number
of board members, PLA members and landing monitors have
participated in becoming AIS Detectors.

Pelican Square, Inc. – In a unique partnership, PLA and Pelican
Square have put together the physical assets and operating plan
for the new boat decontamination station on a very cost-effective
basis.
City of Breezy Point - For the third year, the City of Breezy Point
is sponsoring PLA participation in the State of Minnesota AIS
grant program. This allows PLA to maintain a dedicated team of
landing monitors for Pelican Lakes, rather than sharing resources
and scheduling through Crow Wing County offices.
Breezy Point Resort – They are hosting a PLA monitor at the
resort landing for all of their traffic and sharing the cost of treating
curly leaf in Nelson-Breezy Bay.

Conservation Minnesota
(https://www.conservationminnesota.org/) – PLA maintains
membership in this statewide non-profit organization addressing
concerns of lake and river associations.

Crow Wing County Land Services – PLA stays in close contact
with the Land Services Department in aligning our own Level 1
and level 2 AIS inspector programs with the programs managed
by the County, and in many other areas.

Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates
(www.mnlakesandrivers.org/) – PLA maintains membership in
this advocacy group addressing the political and government
interactions import for focused and informed government action
on AIS and other areas of concern for lake users. MLR hosts an
Aquatic Invader Summit that brings together private and public
organizations charged with addressing the impacts of AIS.

Crow Wing County Soil and Water Conservation District
(https://www.crowwingswcd.org/) – PLA had participated in
seedling distribution managed by the SWCD. We distributed
white spruce to our members and neighbors, which enhance
wildlife habitat, biodiversity and water quality. PLA also works
with Crow Wing Soil and Water on shoreline restoration projects.
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Complete Landscape Services
SHORELINE RESTORATION
LANDSCAPING:

Paver Patios/Fire Pits • Retaining Walls • Tree/Shrub Installation • Rock/Mulch

LAWN CARE:

Weekly/Bi-weekly Mowing • Spring/Fall Clean Ups • Fertilization/Weed Control

25+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Kevin Wessman • 218-831-5484
CentralLakesLandscape.com
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WALLEYE

DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

9287 Anderson Road , Lake Shore, MN 56468
As the leaves start to change, so do the fish! Shorter days
and cooler nights will push the bait out of the shallows and
we now start finding the fish on the edges. And as it cools
even more so, the fish will start to slide even deeper. This
is where you need to rely on your electronics. I have been
using the Humminbird Helix 12’s the past few years and
I don’t know how you can beat them. These units are fish
finding machines and then it’s up to you as to how you are
going to get them in the boat! I’ve been thinking walleye as
I’ve been writing, but most fish follow this same shallow to
deep pattern in the fall. As nighttime moves in, these fish
will many times slide right back up into the shallows. And
fall can be a great time to catch a pile of fish trolling shallow
running crank baits. Daytime chubs and jigging Rapala’s
and nighttime shallow cranks should put some walleyes in
the box! As we move from late fall into winter, the fish will
relate to the same structures, but tend to feed a little less as

their metabolisms slow. But, they still have to eat and they
will continue to present themselves throughout the winter
months. We will be guiding through the fall, and we will
continue into the winter. The SnoBear will be ready and we
also have a couple of houses for rent.

Off Sale • Grocery • Car Wash • Fuel - 218-562-4040

Enjoy the beauty and God bless you!
Walleyedan
Dan Eigen
Walleyedan’s Guide Service

OVER
OU

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM
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YOUR DREAM IS IN
THE DETAILS
Dotty Brothers builds one-of-akind houses for one-of-a-kind
clients. Our proven Design/Build
approach and focused customer
service will make your dream
home your real home.
Call us to discuss your dream
home or remodeling ideas.

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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(218) 568-6160
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APPROVED 1-2

Adult Living
CROW WING COUNTY RECEIVES GRANT TO PROTECT GROUNDWATER THROUGH WELL SEALING
Crow Wing County was recently approved grant funds totaling
$31,000 from the Clean Water Fund to help landowners seal
unused wells.
A well that is not in use or abandoned can be a source of
groundwater contamination by providing a potential direct path
for surface water runoff, contaminated water, or improperly
disposed of waste to reach an uncontaminated groundwater
source. Unused larger-diameter wells can also be a safety hazard
for children and animals. “Sealing unused wells is one of the
most important practices that can be done to protect groundwater
resources in Crow Wing County” stated Environmental Services
Supervisor Jake Frie.
The program will pay for 50 percent of the cost to properly seal
the well, up to a maximum of $1,000 per-well. A state-licensed
well contractor must conduct the work. All landowners with
unused wells are encouraged to apply.
Sealing involves clearing the well of debris and filling the well
with grout. Citizens are encouraged to contact a licensed well
driller to begin the application process.

Groundwater protection is identified as a priority in the Crow Wing
County Water Plan, and most of Crow Wing County’s residents
rely on groundwater for their source of drinking water. A total
of 186 wells have been sealed in Crow Wing County between
2012 and 2018 with previous grants the County has received. 150
of those wells were located in surficial sand aquifers with103 of
them located in the highly vulnerable Pine River Watershed. And,
80% of the sealed wells were within 500 feet of a lake.
If you are interested in learning more about this grant opportunity,
or if you would like to receive a paper application, please contact
the Crow Wing County Land Services department at 218-8241010 or via email at land.services@crowwing.us.
The Land Services Department is committed to providing
excellent customer service while helping our residents make wise
decisions that protect Crow Wing County’s extraordinary natural
resources. Citizens are encouraged to contact the Land Services
Office at (218) 824-1010 or to visit the Crow Wing County Web
Site www.crowwing.us/water for more information.

u Maintenance Free
u On Whitebirch Golf Course
u Single Level
u Resort Membership
u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center
u Shuttle Service

For more information
or a tour, call Bob Spizzo

218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes

VELIGER TESTING 2019

By Bob Vaughn, PLA Board

Samples were again taken from Little Pelican July 2019 and the results came back negative for veligers (zebra mussel offspring).
Crow Wing County has contracted with RMB Environmental Laboratories, Inc. for lab analysis to determine the present/absence of
microscopic veligers in lakes like Little Pelican where the presence of zebra mussels have not been detected. These veligers are the
precursor to a zebra mussel infestation. Three samples were comingled into one sample and submitted for analysis at no charge to
PLA. This means Little Pelican has gone zebra mussel free for another year. This is the fifth year of testing. We appreciate PLA
supporting this early detection process. The next testing will be the summer of 2020.
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PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE 2019
By Bob Vaughn, PLA Board

The Pelican Lakes Association and MN DNR have been
monitoring Purple Loosestrife at the Big Pelican and Little
Pelican Lakes connecting tube on CR 4 and nearby area. It was
first noticed a few years ago.
2016 - It looked like Purple Loosestrife was gaining a strong
foothold with many large clumps in this area. We contacted the
DNR and few Purple Loosestrife eating beetles were turned loose
by the DNR but there was a limited supply available.

2019 - This year no loosestrife plants are visible. It appears that
the spread of loosestrife in this area is under control at this time.
The DNR along with PLA will continue to monitor this. Of
interest, about 15 years ago a strong loosestrife infestation started
near the boat ramp on Little Pelican by addressing the problem
with the DNR in turning loose beetles; it was all eradicated and
hasn’t been seen since. Hopefully the same will be able to be said
with this area also.
Why worry about Purple Loosestrife? Purple Loosestrife (not
to be confused with native loosestrife) is a highly invasive plant
that can grow up to 9 feet tall but usually under 5 feet here. It
thrives on lakeshores and especially areas of wetlands, cattails
etc. It has attractive purple flowering heads, but once established
can quickly become very dense crowding out almost all native
vegetation. It will harm waterfowl nesting, amphibians, water
flow, water quality, and ultimately having a negative effect on
hunting and fishing areas. Around Minneapolis/St. Paul you may
have noticed lowland areas covered with a solid mat of attractive
purple flowers. That’s purple loosestrife – pretty to look at but
devastating in upsetting the natural balance of things. Purple
Loosestrife is not the highest priority invasive species, but it is
one that can and should be controlled with relative ease if we stay
vigilant.

2017 - When we checked in the spring the DNR thought there
was enough beetle population to likely control the spread of
loosestrife at the connecting tube area. When checking during the
summer only a couple flowering heads were seen where there
were many spreading the previous summer. It looked like the
beetles did a good job and there only appeared to be a couple
small clumps of Loosestrife without flowers by the end of the
summer.
2018 - During the spring there were just a few scattered heads
and a limited number of beetles available so we watched it with
no action taken.

• Managing All Property Needs
• Routine Property Checks
• Storm and Security Checks
• Providing Peace of Mind and Time Freedom

EXCELSIOR SALES / 720 GALPIN LAKE ROAD EXCELSIOR, MN 55331
TWIN CITIES SERVICE CENTER / 260 STATE STREET NEW GERMANY, MN 55367
BAXTER SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 15779 EDGEWOOD DRIVE BAXTER, MN 56425
PEQUOT LAKES SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 29240 PATRIOT AVE. PEQUOT LAKES, MN 56472

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

For Travelers and 2nd Homeowners

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

FOR EVERY NEW CLIENT
WE WILL DONATE $100 TO PLA

Providing the best in home entertainment,
automation, and lighting control systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas

When PLA and our missions align, everyone benefits!

218-839-4488

Maintaining a Reputation of Trust

DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019-2020
Susan Koering –
President/Legislative
612-636-3712

Bob Vaughn – AIS/ Water
Quality – Little Pelican
218-963-6117

Jodi Billy - Vice President/
AIS/Environmental
612-875-8084

Bob Hamilton Business Relations
218-820-1642

Candy Rusk – Secretary/Media
Specialist
218-821-4886

Matt Stephens - Water Quality
218-820-4045

David Spizzo Treasurer/Membership
218-831-9283

Jim Nickel Fisheries/Forestry/Shoreline
612-850-7435
David Slipy - Landing Monitors/
Decon Station
218-831-3027

Chuck Lane - Safety
320-304-1683
Tom Moore - Public Relations
218-765-4013

BC#003452

Ted Brausen - Beach Captains
612-598-8661
Shu-Mei Hwang Beach Captains
612-280-5648
______________________
Glen Young - Webmaster
218-851-5325
Susan Koering Newsletter Editor
612-636-3712

For more information and correspondence use the website email at

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org

218-692-1760 | weshansonbuilders.com

Creative

WELCOME PLA NEW BOARD MEMBER
(2019-2021)
Candy Rusk- “I am a recent addition to not only the Board, but also to Pelican lake (July 2018). My husband
Kelley and I live year-round in Mousseau Bay with our two dogs. We both grew up on lakes and love living here.
It was a bit of a challenge to get my ND boy to understand the beauty of all the lakes and TREES. He now loves it
and wouldn’t want to be on any other lake. I am originally from St. Cloud and he is from Dickinson, ND. I look
forward to serving on the board using my skill set to help in any way I can. I still work full-time as a Realtor for
Edina Realty, but enjoy volunteering when I can.”

Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com

25

26

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468
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Brainerd, MN
Permit No. 471

BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes

Name

P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Permanent Address

ASSOCIATION

Spouse

City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.
Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Use email for mailing preference
Big Pelican

Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary address changes for six months and permanent address changes for one year.
Therefore, to continue receiving PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of your current address.

