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MISSION STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.

Pelican Lakes Association is now on Facebook…

CHECK US OUT!
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LETTER FROM THE

PRESIDENT
It sure is a busy time for all of us now jumping into all the
summer activities. The Pelican Lakes Association is out there
working for you. Please be sure to attend our June 29th Annual
Meeting at the Breezy Point City Hall. We have three wonderful
speakers with timely information. They include Paul Douglas,
meteorologist; Marc Bacigalupi, Brainerd Fisheries Supervisor,
Minnesota DNR; and Angelique Dahlberg, Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) Fellow.

The Beach Captains met on June 8, 2019 at Breezy Point Hall. These
volunteers help to connect with lake home owners to make sure
you know the latest of what is happening in and around our two
lakes. We have 34 beach captains working for you with openings
for five to eight more. Please check availability for assisting at the
annual meeting.
I attended the 5th Annual AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species)
Round Table on May 4, 2019, an educational event, sponsored
by Whitefish Chain of Lakes (WAPOA). Speakers shared
information on the 2019 Crow Wing County AIS Plan, an update
on AIS research, research project results on zebra mussel larvae in
water transported by watercraft, and updates on Starry Stonewort,
Eurasian and hybrid milfoil.

Please see our financial report in this issue for it will not be shared
at our annual meeting due to three speakers and a brief business
meeting for the election of board members. The notes from the
June 30, 2018 meeting/presentation are posted on our website
under the tab Archive at www.pelicanlakesassociation.org.
We have an update on our 3nd Annual “Welcome Event” which
was the white spruce distribution. Also in this issue is a briefing
on the walleye stocking that took place in May, water quality
update, testing results for curly leaf pondweed, and articles from
our regular contributors. A phone number has been posted at our
lake inspection sites to request a boat decontamination wash. It is
(218) 546-3768.

Your donations to PLA have assisted with our memberships
with the MN Lakes and Rivers Alliance, MN Coalition of Lake
Associations, Pine River Watershed, CWC Lakes and Rivers
Alliance (LARA), Pelican Lake Conservation Club and other
natural environment concerned organizations. Thank you so
much.
Pelican Lakes Association shirts available from Minnesota T’s
are posted in the spring newsletter and on the website.

We again have donated to the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC) with a donation of $10, 000 towards
their work with seeking/testing solutions to detect, control and
prevent AIS. A report on the plan for the next two years for zebra
mussels will be shared at our annual meeting.

Have a wonderful summer with some well-deserved warm
weather. We have two awesome lakes!
Susan Koering, President
Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing County

Our donation of funds toward a new server for the loon cam
made it possible for many to view the loon nest and the hatching
of two chicks on June 14th. This was an awesome experience for
all. That you Kris Kristufek
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MOUSSEAU BAY LOONS
by Kris Kristufek

When I first came to Pelican Lake in the late 1960’s, it looked
a lot different than it does today. The Village of Pelican Lakes
had about 200 permanent residents. There were several small
resorts scattered around the lake, three on the road where we now
live. There were small “Mom/Pop” resorts with 750 square foot
summer cabins. A large resort, a small gas station/cafe operated
by one of the small resort owners, and a small airfield. The roads
were gravel and it felt like you were really “up north.” The
shoreline of Pelican Lake was nearly vacant of buildings vs. what
it is today. The population in 1970 was 233 people. In January
1970, 54 people signed a petition to change the name from the
Village of Pelican Lakes to the City of Breezy Point.

nesting loons. This nest was left in the water year around for
several years. The success rate was amazing. We raised (or
provided for) many nesting loons over the years. They were fun
to watch, listen to, and the little chicks in early summer swam so
proudly around the bay.
Then ten or so years ago, we upgraded the nesting platform and
anchored it in front of our home to be able to view it closer.
Again, we had nesting loons. Other neighbors did the same thing.
Then came the baby chicks in early June. In the back of my mind,
I often wondered if a live video system would be possible to get
even a closer view of the nesting loons. We had heard of a similar
system near the Twin Cities. After some research and locating
a guy that had video/electrical/internet experience, we launched
our own viewing as an experiment. It also worked. Four years
ago we began broadcasting live streaming video of the loon nest
activity to the internet.

Things were different for the natural wildlife... Everywhere there
was wildlife. Deer, raccoons, bear, and many other 4-legged
critters called the area home. All manner of birds, including
aquatic birds flourished. Fishing on the lake was fabulous and it
was well known. Sixty years ago, we really did not pay attention
to the loons that were on the lake. They were fun to watch, of
course, but that was it.

We had all manner of issues with the camera and the internet
at first. The server did not have enough band-width to stream.
Running an electrical cable from our house underwater to the
nest presented additional issues. A change of internet service
providers gave us additional speed, but the server was not large
enough to handle what we needed. In the early years of streaming
the video, we had over 300,000 viewers! Early this spring the
server finally failed.

Since those earlier days the human population has increased over
10 times, and construction around the lake has taken away many
of the former nesting sites, changing the complexity of the natural
environment greatly. I distinctly recall finding wild nesting
loons, ducks, and geese in the reeds on Mousseau Bay. Only
one small resort with a little campground was on the bay. Today,
nearly all the wild nesting sites are gone, and have been removed.
Beautiful homes have been built, and the human population has
exploded around the entire lakeshore changing the landscape.

The Loon nest must be launched as soon as the ice goes out in
the spring. Within hours, or even minutes on occasion the nest
is surveyed and occupied by our Loon pair almost immediately.
While we are setting the nest anchors, the loons have been at
the nest. We’ve become attached to this pair like family. We
even coined names for them: Claire D Loon and Loon E Tune.
Identifying them was easy, as the male was injured in a fight
several years ago. He got “stabbed” in the neck during a fight and

Twenty years ago, we launched our first loon nest near where a
wild nest had previously been in use. A rather crude structure
made from logs with a wire covering on which was placed some
of the reeds and other shoreline brush. It worked. We attracted
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his call changed as a result. For several years, he would be back
for the nesting site selection. We knew it was our Loon family.
Last year he did not return... we think maybe he died. We did not
have a nesting pair last year for the first time in many years.

not have infrared night vision. So we again launched the floating
bog with the original equipment. A few days later the server died.
We were in a situation where we would need to purchase a new
server immediately. PLA was asked to change the grant for the
camera to the server and they agreed. Providing funds for a new
high speed server saved the season.

We began exploring a new camera for the nest this spring. Pelican
Lakes Association agreed to provide funds for the new camera
system. However, while researching various systems, we found
the video camera we have is about as good as it gets except we do

Our pair of loons laid 2 eggs this year in the nest. We anticipated a
June 14, 2019 hatch date and it was a reality. We had no problems
or issues with predators. We had two new babies.
What a great difference the new system has provided! It has a very
fast streaming video, that is crisp, colorful, and real time from the
loon nesting platform. Thanks Pelican Lakes Association for your
generosity and for all you do for our Pelican Lake.

CUSTOM-CRAFTED FISHING RODS

Kris Kristufek
LakeLady Custom Fishing Rods
www.lakeladyrods.com
Catch.More.Fish
218-251-2626

Log into

www.mousseaubay-looncam.from-mn.com
to watch stream live video from the nest once the ice is out and the nest is launched.
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PLA FINANCIAL STATUS
David Spizzo, PLA Board Director, Treasurer

We have been hard at work putting your dollars to good use to enhance the enjoyment of Pelican Lake.
Some of our projects in the first half of 2019 include new lighted buoys, a reduction of the cormorants on the island
and finally a wonderful new server to watch nesting loons.

Thank you so much for your dues and donations to date in 2019.
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SPRING WELCOME EVENT

2019

The weather was ideal for our third annual Spring Welcome
Event, with highs in the low 60’s and a beautiful sunny day. It
was perfect for planting the 1,000 White Spruce transplants (two
year olds) we distributed to members and friends of the Pelican
Lakes Watershed. The small transplants may not look like much
at first glance but they grow into mighty trees providing long term
sustainability with multiple benefits: wildlife habitat, biological
diversity, improved water and air quality, preservation of species
that sustains our fisheries and beautiful recreational landscape -just to name a few.
Like the last two years, there was no charge for the trees as our
members and neighbors do their part in planting and caring for
them in the Pelican Lakes Watershed. PLA purchased the trees
from a state transplant distribution program to help promote the
forest and keep our lakes clean and healthy for everyone.
While visiting with our members and guests, sharing donuts and
coffee, we learned that many of them had great success with
the White Spruce distributed in the previous year. It is super
to hear from so many folks and encourages us to keep a very
good program moving forward. We are thankful for all who help
organize and handle the trees from purchase to planted!

Left to right:
Jim Nickel, Mike Nolan, Bob Hamilton, Rick Nolan

WATER QUALITY UPDATE
Matt Stephens, Board Director

Phosphorus continues to be the biggest concern for the future
water quality of Pelican Lake. While the regular monthly samples
show that the phosphorus in Pelican is stable over time, the
profile samples collected in August 2016, 2017, and 2018 show
that phosphorus at the deepest part of the lake is increasing over
time. In the late summer low oxygen conditions at these bottom
depths can cause phosphorus to be released from the sediments –
a phenomenon known as “internal loading”. Continued build-up
of phosphorus at the bottom could have serious implications for
the future water quality of Pelican Lake.

The Pelican Lakes Association has conducted yearly Trophic
Status Index Monitoring on Pelican and Little Pelican Lakes
since 2000. In 2018, The PLA continued with monthly Trophic
Status Index Monitoring during the summer. A.W. Research
Laboratories staff collected samples for Little Pelican Lake and
at three sites on Pelican Lake from May through August.
The largest change observed for Pelican Lake from 2017 to 2018
was the Secchi disk depths recorded. In general, the average
Secchi disk reading ranged from around 15-19 feet for most
years. In 2010 we saw dramatic increase in Secchi readings on
Pelican Lake and from 2015-2017 the readings were again deeper
than previous years. These large fluctuations in average Secchi
depth is likely due to the boom-bust dynamics of the zebra mussel
population in Pelican Lake. As zebra mussels filter the water to
feed, they can dramatically improve the clarity of the lake as
we observed from 2015-2017. When the mussels become too
numerous, the population will crash, and the water clarity will
decline again. In contrast, the Secchi readings on Little Pelican
Lake have remained relatively stable over time, improving only
slightly over the last 15 years.

Recommendations: Encourage Pelican Lake residents to reduce
runoff from their property. This is a major source of phosphorus
pollution and can be prevented by implementing shoreline best
management practices such as buffer strips. Protect the treecover within the Pelican Lake watershed. Trees are the lake’s
best defense against runoff; the canopy cover provided by trees
slows rainfall and their deep roots soak up nutrients. Encourage
residents to plant trees or adopt a Woodland Stewardship Plan.
Tax incentives and cost-share options are available for properties
of at least 20 acres. Contact the Crow Wing County SWCD for
more information and assistance in establishing private forestry
management plans.
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IS IT A CRIME OR NOT?
By: Mark A. Severson

In litigating private civil matters for our clients, sometimes
the client wonders if the behavior of a neighbor or a third
party in a real estate matter constitutes a crime. By the time
this question is asked one can imagine the built up anger
and understandable frustration with what the system may
or may not be providing to that client in terms of justice
and retribution. The client may have even initially called
law enforcement only to be told “it’s a civil matter” and to
either resolve things directly with the third party or hire an
attorney. The reality is that the cost and process of the private
civil world oftentimes makes “justice” feel inadequate.
So, what common issues with neighbors or
third parties are civil matters and what
acts could be criminal matters?

can afford shelter for human beings), a boathouse
would be considered a building if it is possible for it to
provide shelter.
• Entering a home without consent, even without any
intent to steal, is still burglary and a gross misdemeanor
punishable by up to one year in jail or $3,000 or both.
• Damage to Timber, defined as the act of, without
consent of the owner, driving, placing, or fastening
in timber any device of iron, steel, ceramic, or other
substance sufficiently hard to damage saws or wood
processing or manufacturing equipment, with the intent
to hinder the logging or the processing of timber. One
who commits these acts is guilty of a crime of gross
misdemeanor or felony.
•
A neighbor placing nails or similar
objects into your trees in an effort to
save the tree from being cut down
counts as damage to timber (this
happens and, yes, ironically, the
person doing this to save a
tree actually damages it).
• Damage to Property,
defined as the act of
intentionally
damaging
physical property of another
without consent. The level
of the offence, ranging
from misdemeanor to felony,
depends on the total reduction in
value to the property destroyed and, of course, on the
existence of any bodily harm, actual or foreseeable.
• This crime becomes a felony if the person destroyed
the property because of the property owner’s actual or
perceived race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation,
disability, age, or national origin.
• Trespass, generally a misdemeanor, and, although
defined as many things, within the neighbor context it

In the context of real estate,
the most obvious example
of criminal un-neighborly
acts falls under Minnesota
State Chapter 609.556655. This is an overview
of crimes most relevant to
property and is by no means
an exhaustive summary.
Specifically, that would include:
• Arson, which is defined as intentionally, by means of
fire or explosives, setting fire to or burning or causing
to be burned any real or personal property. The value
of the property damages determines whether the act is
a misdemeanor punishable by up to 90 days in jail or
a $1,000 fine or both, gross misdemeanor punishable
by up to one year in jail or $3,000 or both, or felony,
punishable by up to 20 years or $35,000 or both;
• An affirmative defense to Arson is if the person
accused set the fire pursuant to a validly issued
license or written permission from the local fire
department (so ALWAYS get a burn permit to
avoid a fire gone awry that could turn you into an
accused criminal).
• Burglary, which is defined as the act of entering a
building without consent and with intent to commit
a crime, or entering a building without consent and
committing a crime while in the building, either directly
or as an accomplice. Whether the burglary is a felony or
gross misdemeanor depends on how the building was
entered, what type of building was entered, and other
factors related to the use of force or tools to gain access.
• While a boat is not defined as a building (unless it

Crosslake
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generally means entering the property of another without
authorization. Trespass can specifically include:
• Permitted animals under the actor’s control going on
another’s property;
• Interfering unlawfully with a monument, sign, or
pointer erected or marked to designate a point of a
boundary, line or a political subdivision, or of a tract
of land (this is an important one in the possible blue
between criminal and civil);
• Refusing to leave the land of another after being asked
to leave;

boundary line matter or encroachment of a structure onto
another’s land. Generally, interference with real property
rights will be presumed to be civil unless there is an obvious
intentional act depriving the property owner of their rights.
Another example of a criminal-civil crossover that is not
referenced above is in the area of construction law. When
a contractor is negligent or breaches a contract, generally
that is a civil matter between the parties. However, if the
contractor engaged in overt fraud during the course of
the project, the contractor could be vulnerable to criminal
investigation and prosecution. In this context, the lines
can be blurred between what is “civil fraud” and what
is “criminal fraud”. Another example is in the area of
revocable living trusts. A trustee can commit crimes in
misappropriating funds or assets of a trust. Yet, in most
cases liability of a trustee is in the civil context.

• Entering another’s property with appropriate no
trespass posted signs if on the property for any purpose
other than an emergency;
• Entering another’s land without consent to take fruit
or a harvest; and
• Entering a cemetery without authorization when it is
closed.
• See generally Minnesota Statute 609.605 for other
examples.

If you are ever wondering if an issue you are experiencing
or are aware of is criminal or civil, start with a conversation
with law enforcement and do not hesitate to talk to a trusted
civil litigator.

Now, from the above examples, trespass is the most obvious
example of a concept that is present in both the criminal
world and the civil world. Trespass in the civil context is
not necessarily an intentional act to enter upon the land of
another without consent; rather, it is found in a disputed

Mark A. Severson
Severson Porter Law, P.A.

50 Years of Service
1310 County Rd EW
Arden Hills
651-633-4100
2170 Dale St N
Roseville
651-488-8800

Family Loves
Pelican for 25 Years
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CROW WING COUNTY UPDATE
“To provide leadership in preventing the introduction and limiting the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) in
Crow Wing County by coordinating inspection, decontamination, targeted treatment, and education efforts.”

Hello! My name is Nicole Erickson I’m a new Environmental
Services Specialist for Crow Wing County, focusing on Crow
Wing County’s AIS prevention efforts. I’m very excited to be a
part of the Land Services team and being involved in preventing
the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species. I was raised in a small
town in Northern Minnesota where I developed a passion for the
great outdoors. I enjoy fishing, hunting, and horseback riding. I
spend most of my time relaxing with my family, kayaking with
my puppy, and exploring trails with my horse. I have a broad
background in Natural Resources with experience in a lot of
different fields including: forestry, wildland firefighting, water
and soil testing, water quality monitoring, and of course Aquatic
Invasive Species! I graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in Water
Resource Management from University of Wisconsin – Stevens
Point. For the last two years of my career I have gained a lot of
great knowledge in the prevention of Aquatic Invasive Species
and am eager to share that knowledge with Crow Wing County’s
watercraft inspectors, lake associations, and the general public.
Crow Wing County is proud to announce that the Aquatic Invasive
Species Inspection program is all in house this year covering
43 lake access throughout Crow Wing County. Only 53 of 500
waterbodies bodies in Crow Wing County are designated as
infested with AIS. That’s only 10% of waterbody’s in the County
with AIS. In 2018, Crow Wing County inspectors in cooperation
with local lake associations performed approximately 21,388
hours of inspections on 55 landings.

There are many things you can do to help protect our lakes. Here
are the most important steps:
• Drain all water holding compartments
• Check your boat & fishing equipment for AIS
• Clean any visible mud, plants, or animals
• Dry boats, trailers and all equipment
You can find out more information about what Crow Wing County
is doing to protect water quality and prevent the spread of AIS by
visiting www.crowwing.us/ais or www.crowwing/water
You can also contact me directly at Nicole.erickson@crowwing.
us or 218-824-1142.

It takes everyone working together to stop the spread of aquatic
invasive species. Our natural resources can be harmed by
AIS, including zebra mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, purple
loosestrife, spiny water fleas, starry stonewort, and many others.
New forms of AIS could also be spread within the state if
residents, businesses, and guests do not follow the proper steps
to contain them.
AIS can be transported on anything that touches the water.
Thoroughly clean boats, motors, gear, trailers, docks, lifts,
kayaks, canoes, paddles, stand-up paddle boards, water toys –
basically anything that touches the water can be a potential risk
to our waterbodies.

“Decontamination is critical to stopping
the spread of AIS and it’s free!”
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Pie

Enjoy your
share of the
one delicious slice at a time...

Made from scratch & baked
fresh daily in our bakery.

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

New, Quality

HEALTHCARE
IN YOUR
NECK OF

the Woods
(218) 568-4926
30833 North Star Dr., Ste. 1
Breezy Point, MN
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MORE BIRDSCAPING TIPS
By Judd Brink Owner/Guide MN Backyard Birds

I am continuing from the spring newsletter more tips and
or suggestions that will help in making your property more
attractive and inviting for our feathered friends. Of course every
home and property can be greatly different from your neighbor or
from across the lake but in general these ideas should help you
increase the number and variety of colorful songbirds. Here are
a few more ideas that may help you enjoy more of our favorite
backyard birds. I am always available to help you find which best
practice fits your situation or concern for improving your habitat.

glass such as a glass windows in a courtyard.   What you can
do at home? Try using streamers, hawk silhouettes, close
curtains/drapes, window decals and move feeders closer to
the windows. New home construction can get screens that fit
on the outside of the window or special glass. MN Backyard
Birds worked with Audubon Minnesota to produce a
handout for home owners called “Bird Safe Homes” offering
suggestions to protect birds from window collisions. Here is
the link for the brochure from Audubon Minnesota.   http://
mn.audubon.org/conservation/birdsafe-homes.

7.  	 Squirrels: Did you give up feeding the birds because of
squirrels? Well don’t give up just yet. You can feed the birds
and not squirrels with the right set up and feeders. There
are many “squirrel” proof feeders available some more
successful than others. A better solution is to deter them from
getting access to the bird feeders and the seed to start. Many
feeders are either on a post or a pole such as a shepherds
hook. A good solution is try wrapping a 4x4 post with tin
or stove pipe and the pole with a metal baffle. Location of
the bird feeders is also very important for they should be far
away from anything for which a squirrel can jump.

11. Bird Housing:  Another way you can help our birds is to
provide the proper nesting boxes. Along the lake shore
birds like Wood Ducks, Hooded Mergansers and Purple
Martins can be attracted to nest. Under the right conditions
providing a nesting platform for our state bird the Common
Loon can also be achieved. More commonly birds such as
House Wrens, Black-capped Chickadees, Eastern Bluebirds,
Downy Woodpecker and Robins can be more enticed to nest
for your enjoyment. Another option to help birds during the
winter season is to provide a roosting box where birds can
go to escape bad weather or severe temperatures. This box
has multiple wooden pegs for perches and is fully insulated
using Styrofoam and looks like a Wood Duck box with the
entrance hole at the bottom for the birds to enter and keep
each other warm.  Happy Birding!

8.  	 Citizen Science: Get to know and enjoy your backyard birds.
Observe and study the birds coming to your bird feeders and
make adjustments to increase the activity or variety of birds.
Count birds for fun and for science throughout the year in
your own backyard for organizations such as the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology. The lab has many projects for which you can
participate as home owners or ways to get your grand kids
involved with nature and science. Watching birds is a great
way to introduce kids to the outdoors. One of the projects
that I have participated in for over 20 years is Project Feeder
Watch. It is a winter bird survey tracking birds visiting your
bird feeders. There is also the Great Backyard Bird Count
that takes place in February each year. Once your yard
becomes bird friendly you can try to get it registered with the
National Wildlife Federation to be recognized and certified.
9.  	 Bird Feeder/House Maintenance: A clean bird feeder with
fresh food attracts more birds. This is the most important
aspect in keeping and maintaining an active feeding station.
The removal of old seed and cleaning up under the feeders
will help with keeping more healthy and active birds.   Bird
houses should be cleaned out each spring and washed if
possible. New wood shavings should be added to Wood
Duck boxes.   Purchase bird feeders that can be taken apart
for easy cleaning. This is the most critical and beneficial
portion of my Care/Clean service that I provide with MN
Backyard Birds.
10. Bird Safe Windows: Each year millions of Songbirds are
killed by colliding into windows at homes or businesses in
the United States. During the spring and fall bird migrations
is where most of the damage is done. The two main reasons
why birds fly into the glass; they see a reflection or see through

Roosting Box
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Bluebird Nest with 5 Eggs

Certificate- My yard is certified by the National Wildlife
Federation for meeting all of the wildlife habitat requirements.
Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!
Judd Brink - Owner/Guide
Web: birdminnesota.com
Email: info@birdminnesota.com
Cell (218) 838-4784
https://www.facebook.com/birdminnesota/
Like us and follow us

Judd Brink is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd Lakes area. MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news with
Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara. For more information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation visit
our new website birdminnesota.com or email us at info@birdminnesota.com

WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
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MAISRC LAUNCHES GRADUATE RESEARCH
FELLOWSHIP IN ZEBRA MUSSEL CONTROL
By Cori Mattke, Associate Director, MAISRC

The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
is pleased to announce the 2019 recipient of the new zebra
mussel graduate research fellowship: Angelique Dahlberg! This
fellowship was made possible with support from the Fletcher
Family Foundation, Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing
County, and Bay Lake Improvement Association.
Dahlberg is working toward her PhD in Conservation Sciences
at the University of Minnesota and will be researching methods
to suppress zebra mussel populations in Minnesota lake systems.
Dahlberg received an M.S. in Integrated BioSciences from the
University of Minnesota-Duluth and a B.S. in Biological Aspects
of Conservation from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Prior
to joining the MAISRC team, Dahlberg spent five years working
for regional nonprofits to manage and mitigate the impacts of
invasive species and has also served as Chair of the Minnesota
Invasive Species Advisory Council.
Research efforts for prevention and early detection remain high
priorities for MAISRC and the focus of several ongoing projects;
however, for lakes already infested with zebra mussels, we are
working for several years to develop safe and effective methods
for population suppression. Early laboratory trials have shown
promise and have been tested in small-scale plots in lake systems.
With the addition of Dahlberg, these efforts will ramp up this
summer in a partnership with the USGS to investigate the efficacy
and non-target impacts of low-dose copper treatments.
Dahlberg will be giving her first public presentation as a MAISRC
Graduate Research Fellow at the Pelican Lakes Association’s
annual meeting on June 29. MAISRC Director Nick Phelps will
be speaking as well. For more information about this project at
the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center, please
visit www.MAISRC.umn.edu.

BUTTERFLY RELEASE
The City of Breezy Point is having its annual butterfly
release at Pelican Woods Cemetery Saturday, July 20, 2019
at 11:00 am. The cemetery is on Ski Chalet Road, about
a block west of CR 11 (at the end of the airport runway).
Traditionally there is the presentation of arms by the Pequot
Lakes Color Guard, a short program of about 15 minutes at
the gazebo by the waterfall in the center of the cemetery,
and then about 200 monarch butterflies are handed out to
those who have reserved them. SMALL DONATION OF
$10.00 EACH
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PELICAN LAKE FISHERIES
Jim Nickel, Board Director

Many of our lake residents have contacted me on the visibility of
stocking our own walleye fingerlings. I must say that each time I
hear these words my heart is warmed and in agreement.

As I was thinking about writing this article for our Pelican Lakes
Assocation Summer Newsletter I could not help but think for
a moment about Minnesota’s 11,842 lakes of which the DNR
manages 5,500 of them. Last February I had the opportunity to
meet with Sara Strommen, our new DNR Commissioner, in a
round table discussion seeking help for our lake. It is obvious
that of the 5,500 lakes the DNR manages, our Pelican Lake is not
one of the most appreciated lakes in Minnesota like Lake of the
Woods, Upper Red Lake, Leech Lake, Winnibigoshish, and Mille
Lacs to name a few who had walleye population troubles. The
DNR has taken positive actions helping these lakes with reduced
limits, increased stocking numbers, and slot limits. The next
question is what can be done for our lake that has similar walleye
issues? Pelican Lake has the same six walleye limit with one over
20 inches as in Minnesota State Law for our lakes. The DNR has
excellent records from stocking, test netting, electrofish testing
and creel counts on Pelican Lake. Our lake needs help and I am
sure all of our lake fishermen agree. Hopefully a decision will
be made soon to take positive action to help protect our current
walleye population.

In mid-May the DNR stocked 35 lbs. or 3,900,000 walleye fry
during a warm spell and culled 388 cormorants on Gooseberry
Island. There will be test netting in August and Electrofish testing
in September to determine if fingerling stocking will occur this
fall by the DNR.
“Turbidity” is one of the latest tests being conducted. Turbidity
is the cloudiness caused by large numbers of individual particles
that are generally invisible to the naked eye. The measurement of
turbidity is a key test of water quality. Zebra mussels are known
to consumer zooplankton, a food supply for tiny walleyes. The
clearer the water the deeper sunlight penetration the deeper
walleyes need to move to survive.
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In 2019 Pelican Lake will have for the first time all lighted
buoys thanks to Pelican Lakes Assocation and Pelican Lake
Conservation Club. I was happy to lead this initiative leading to
the safety of our night time boat traffic.

2019 AREA EVENTS:
June 15, 2019

Pelican Lake Conservation Club 44th Annual Fishing Contest

June 23, 2019

Summer Solstice Art Festival, Northland Arboretum, 10 am-4:30 pm

June 27-30, 2019

Cass County Fair, Pine River Fair Grounds

June 29, 2019

Mission Park Independence Day Parade & activities, 11 am

June 30, 2019

Arts in the Park, Brainerd

July 3, 2019
July 3-4, 2019

Nisswa Freedom Days Festival
Stars & Stripes Days, Downtown Pequot Lakes

July 4, 2019

The American Celebration, Brainerd

July 4, 2019

Fourth of July Celebration, Crosby

July 6, 2019

Celebration America with Fireworks, Crosslake

July 13, 2019
July 16-17, 2019
July 22, 2019
		
July 24-28, 2019
July 30-August 3, 2019
August 3, 2019
August 9-10, 2019

PLCC Pancake Breakfast
Bean Holes Days in Pequot Lakes, serving at noon July 17th
Annual Butterfly Release, 11:00 AM, City of Breezy Point, Cemetery on Ski Chalet Rd,
one block west of CR 11 (at the end of the airport runway)
Pine River Summerfest, parade 2 pm-July 28th
Crow Wing County Fair, Brainerd
Annual Chokecherry Festival, Pequot Lakes
Nisswa Crazy Days

August 10, 2019

PLCC Pancake Breakfast

August 14, 2019

Ideal Beef Feed, Township Hall, 4-8 pm

September 5-8, 2019

Pine River Heritage Days

September 14, 2019

PLCC Pancake Breakfast

September 21, 2019

Nisswa Fall Festival & Smokin’ Hot BBQ Challenge

September 21, 2019

Kraut Fest, Pelican Lake Conservation Club

September 26-28, 2019
October 5, 2019
October 12, 2019
October 18-20, 2019

Crosslake Days
9th Annual Gull Lake Oktoberfest
PLCC Pancake Breakfast
Ruttger’s Annual Oktoberfest-Deerwood
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COMPLETE TREE CARE

#
VOTED

Insured/ Certified

EST TREE CO

Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work
Pr

es

For life’s unexpected storms, First National Insurance will be there
when you need us most - just like we have been for 100 years. Call
now for a free quote.

ANY
MP

STRONG THROUGH EVERY
STORM FOR 100 YEARS

1B

tch

• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

a
en
isp
ted
by the Brainerd D

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207

First National Insurance Services
Pequot Lakes & Crosslake
218-568-5800
www.fninorth.com

MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze

LIFE • HOME • CAR • BUSINESS

“NORWAY RIDGE SUPPER CLUB,
a Brainerd Lakes tradition for over 71 years!
Voted “Best Steakhouse”, “Best Fine Dining” and “Best Ribs”
34757 County Road 39 ~ 218-543-6136 ~ norwayridge.com
Reservations are appreciated
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Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

PLA
ANNUAL MEETING

PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION OF CROW WING COUNTY ANNUAL MEETING
June 29, 2019 • Breezy Point City Hall • 9:00 - 11:00 A.M
COFFEE AND TREATS
GUEST SPEAKERS
DOOR PRIZES
BRIEF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING WITH PLA UPDATES
SPEAKERS:
Featuring:
Paul Douglas-nationally respected certified broadcast meteorologist and entrepreneur
Title: “A Rapid Changing Climate Threat- and Opportunity”
Marc Bacigalupi- Brainerd Area Fisheries, Supervisor, Minnesota DNR
Title: “Pelican Lake Fisheries Update-MN DNR Perspectives, Walleyes, Zebra Mussels, Cormorants and
More”
Angelique Dahlberg- MAISRC Zebra Mussel Research Fellow, PhD Candidate, UofM
Title: “MAISRC’s Ongoing and Future Research for Zebra Mussel Suppression”
Each of the speakers will have time to address questions from attendees, so take advantage of this opportunity
to learn more about topics of particular interest to you.
A brief business meeting will confirm the new Board of Director appointments for 2019-2021
Please join us and your neighbors for a wonderful session

NEW

SPACES NOW AVAILABLE
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IT'S THE GOOD LIFE...

DH DOCKS
Lakeside living
Since 1974

218.963.2566
23624 Smiley Rd Nisswa, MN
www.dhdocks.com
Instagram: @dhdocksnisswa
Facebook: @DHdocks

Lifetime warranty

Complete Landscape Services
SHORELINE RESTORATION
LANDSCAPING:

Paver Patios/Fire Pits • Retaining Walls • Tree/Shrub Installation • Rock/Mulch

LAWN CARE:

Weekly/Bi-weekly Mowing • Spring/Fall Clean Ups • Fertilization/Weed Control

25+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Kevin Wessman • 218-831-5484
CentralLakesLandscape.com
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WALLEYE

DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

9287 Anderson Road , Lake Shore, MN 56468
It seems like our summers are getting shorter, or maybe it’s because I’m getting older. Whatever the case, it’s a beautiful time to
be here. Our guide service is looking to have another busy season
on the area lakes. Pelican Lake has been a tough one as of late for
the walleye, but it sounds like it’s going to get some special attention in the years to come. One thing we have noticed in recent
years is how shallow the walleyes like to be, even during daylight
hours. One thing that I really enjoy doing is putting down my
MinnKota bow mount trolling motor and getting up as high as I
can (a lot of times standing on a cooler) so I have a better viewing
vantage point. You can learn so much about a lake (especially
clear ones like Pelican) doing this on a bright sunny, calm day.
Another very critical part of this sight fishing scenario is a really good pair of polarized sunglasses. I’ve really been impressed
with the new RLVNT lenses. I’ve been wearing them for just a
few weeks, but they are fantastic! The fish that you may see while
cruising the edges of these flats will spook from out in front of

the boat, but punch in those areas on your GPS and come back to
them after things have settled down. This is a great way to learn a
lake and you too will realize that a lot of fish live a lot shallower
than you think!
I hope you have an awesome summer on the water!
Walleyedan

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Car Wash • Fuel - 218-562-4040

OVER
OU
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YOUR DREAM IS IN
THE DETAILS
Dotty Brothers builds one-of-akind houses for one-of-a-kind
clients. Our proven Design/Build
approach and focused customer
service will make your dream
home your real home.
Call us to discuss your dream
home or remodeling ideas.

(218) 568-6160
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APPROVED 1-2

PLA WEBSITE
Please take a few minutes to log onto pelicanlakesassociation.org for updates
on our website.
Our goal is to keep this site a one stop location for information about the PLA
and our activities. Members can also join the PLA by paying dues and making
donations online.
The site has content and links to sources about our lakes themselves, the
environmental condition of lakes, the research and actions being taken locally
and across the region to prevent the spread of invasive species and to minimize
the impacts they have on our lakes and waterways. You will find archives of
past newsletters, weather links, and more. Also provided are links to our email
box contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.
We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions to keep the
website useful and enjoyable for members.

ENEWSLETTER:

If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please subscribe using the following link:
Subscribe to our Newsletters or from the main page of the Pelican Lakes Association website click on
“Archive - “Newsletters” and follow the link.
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Adult Living

u Maintenance Free
u On Whitebirch Golf Course
u Single Level
u Resort Membership
u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center
u Shuttle Service

For more information
or a tour, call Bob Spizzo

218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes
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BECOME A
MEMBER!!!

There has been a quick response of so many members
to date this year generously supporting the PLA mission
of preserving the quality of life and the environmental
health of Pelican Lakes. If for some reason you have not
remitted your 2019 membership dues and donations,
please do so by mailing your check to: PLA, P.O. Box
823, Nisswa, MN 56468 or use the online PayPal link
at www.pelicanlakesassociation.org. Your payments are
tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code Section
501(c) (3).
This Pelican Lakes Association Spring Newsletter has
been delivered to you by hard copy or, per your request,
as an electronic version to your email address. As always,
we would love to have anyone who is currently not a
member become a member. There is also a form listed on
the back of this newsletter for you to complete and mail.
Please visit our website at www.pelicanlakesassociation.
org for more in-depth information.

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

Providing the best in home entertainment,
automation, and lighting control systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas
DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM

BC#003452

218-692-1760 | weshansonbuilders.com
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EXCELSIOR SALES / 720 GALPIN LAKE ROAD EXCELSIOR, MN 55331
TWIN CITIES SERVICE CENTER / 260 STATE STREET NEW GERMANY, MN 55367
BAXTER SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 15779 EDGEWOOD DRIVE BAXTER, MN 56425
PEQUOT LAKES SALES & SERVICE CENTER / 29240 PATRIOT AVE. PEQUOT LAKES, MN 56472
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Susan Koering –
President/Legislative
612-636-3712

Bob Hamilton Business Relations
218-820-1642

Jodi Billy - Vice President/
AIS/Environmental
612-875-8084

Matt Stephens - Water Quality
218-820-4045

Tracy Donovan - Secretary
218-562-4085

Jim Nickel Fisheries/Forestry/Shoreline
612-850-7435

David Spizzo Treasurer/Membership
218-831-9283

David Slipy - Landing Monitors/
Decon Station
218-831-3027

Bob Vaughn – AIS/ Water
Quality – Little Pelican
218-963-6117

Chuck Lane - Safety
320-304-1683

Tom Moore - Public Relations
218-765-4013
Ted Brausen - Beach Captains
612-598-8661
Shu-Mei Hwang Beach Captains
612-280-5648
Glen Young - Webmaster
218-851-5325
Candy Rusk - Media Specialist
218-821-4886
Susan Koering Newsletter Editor
612-636-3712

For more information and correspondence use the website email at

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org

O RT HO P E D I C S LIK E NOWHERE ELSE
Good days look different to everyone. But when pain or injuries stop us from enjoying them, we meet these
challenges head on. With personalized treatment plans, experienced doctors and specialized surgeons,
Essentia Health Orthopedics helps you enjoy the things that make this place unlike anywhere else.
Together, we find a way to get the good days back.
Get started now — call 218-829-7812 or visit EssentiaHealth.org.

Orthopedics &
Sports Medicine

Appointments are available at: 2014 S 6th St, Brainerd
35205 CR 3, Crosslake | 138 Main St, Pierz
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LAKE SURVEY RESULTS
By Jodi Billy, PLA Director

The spring of 2018 seemed like it would never come and the
area lakes were slow to warm up with aquatic plant growth being
significantly behind normal, finally the ice melted the lakes
warmed up and recreation abounded.
Our last update regarding our program to manage aquatic invasive
species (AIS) described 2018 findings from Central Minnesota
Aquatics up until May 25, 2018. Much has been confirmed and
learned since then. First, no Eurasian watermilfoil has been
identified within Pelican Lake or Little Pelican Lake and second,
as of June 4, 2019, no zebra mussels or curly leaf pondweed
(CLP) have been identified within Little Pelican Lake.   The CLP
growth during the spring of 2018 and 2019 was very slow coming
in many area lakes and this has been the case in Pelican Lake.
The DNR allows a very short spring treatment window and there
was almost no treatable plant growth until after the treatment
window closed. There were no CLP treatments performed
during 2018 or 2019 but CLP did grow very sparsely within the
Breezy Bay “Nelson” area following the close of the treatment
window during 2018 and 2019. It is difficult to tell if it was the
colder springs or the 2017 CLP treatments that have significantly
reduced the CLP population. Either way the abundance of CLP
has been significantly less since the 2017 treatments. One CLP
plant was identified within Stewarts Bay “North Bay Public Boat

Access” and a few CLP plants were identified within Jones Bay
and North Moose Bay channels during 2018, none were identified
yet during 2019.
During May last year and to current, Jones Bay and Breezy Bay
were surveyed three times,   Stewarts Bay was surveyed twice,
North Moose Bay Channels, Southeast Breezy Point Drive, Sand
Beach Drive, Piney Point, Piney Way, County Road 4 and Cree
Bay were also visited and surveyed. Little Pelican Lake’s public
boat access bay was surveyed twice with additional surveying
being performed throughout much of the lake’s perimeter. There
have not been any exotic aquatic plants except purple loosestrife
identified within little Pelican Lake during any of the surveys.
This is all very good news in that we are not seeing an increase
of AIS plants within our lakes. Our plan is to continue to monitor
this activity as we have done the past few years. If you are
interested in the details of the survey they are available at http://
pelicanlakesassociation.org/, go to the AIS Activities tab, AIS
Testing.

Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com
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Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468
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BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes

Name

P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Permanent Address

ASSOCIATION

Spouse

City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.
Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Use email for mailing preference
Big Pelican

Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary address changes for six months and permanent address changes for one year.
Therefore, to continue receiving PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of your current address.

