


MISSION STATEMENT:
Pelican Lakes Association  (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of

environmental stewardship and educational programs.
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LETTER FROM THEPRESIDENT
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It is an exciting time of year on the Pelican Lakes.  I
hope your summer season is off to a great start.  This
issue of our Pelican Lakes Association newsletter is
intended to keep you well informed of the actions
underway to support the environmental health of the
lakes and to share important information on PLA
programs - along with some interesting and enjoyable
views into lake life.

Thank you to everyone who came by the Spring
Welcome Event to pick up white spruce seedlings for
planting in our watershed, to gather information from
the DNR, Crow Wing County and other sources, and to
say hello.  You will find a summary and photos of the
event further on in the newsletter.

Please note the time and location of our Annual Meeting
– Saturday morning, June 24 from 9-11 at the Breezy
Point City Hall.  We have excellent speakers scheduled
and look forward to your questions and comments on
PLA activities.  The Board really appreciates the
participation of members and the annual meeting is a
great way to share ideas.  

You will see notes on our first lake survey with our new
private contractor, with results that confirm our need to
continue treating curly leaf pondweed, but showed no
new concerning aquatic species.

Another important thank you to Crow Wing County and
the City of Breezy Point for supporting PLA in keeping
its dedicated team of Landing Monitors to assist boaters
with proper steps to avoid the spread of AIS.  Without
that effort, the monitors at our landings would be shared
across the county.  We have a great team and benefit
from staying in close contact with them. We also applied
for and received a grant of 375 additional hours of
landing monitors from the State of Minnesota on a cost-
shared basis, to help extend the reach of our landing
monitors while preserving funds. 

Also, as this edition comes out, our new Boat
Decontamination Station is due to open at Pelican
Square.  The facility is unique and terrific.  And the
model of cooperation between our lake association, the
business community and state and local government is
also unique and really constructive. This will be an
important asset in allowing everyone, members and non-
members, to enjoy the lakes while being responsible in
preventing the spread of invasive species.

So, here’s to fantastic summer season.  Enjoy what
makes the lakes special to you with our best wishes.

Craig Norman, President, 
Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing County



Our first Spring Welcome Event was a very nice success, and resulted in over
900 new white spruce seedlings making their way into the soils throughout our
Pelican Lakes watershed to help preserve the tullibee population that sustains
the fishery of the lakes.

What is more, we had a great opportunity to visits with members and guests.
We shared information about Pelican Lakes Association along with materials
from the DNR, Crow Wing County Soil and Water and other sources about the
lakes and how we use them.

It was so enjoyable, and the coffee and rolls were so delicious, that no one even
noticed how cool and cloudy the morning was.  Even better, the rain politely
waited until we were done to start falling.

Thank you to everyone who helped organize and handle the trees, information
and treats. The good turnout was a really nice way to confirm how much our
members value this terrific seedling distribution program of the Crow Wing
County Soil and Water Conservation District.

If you came for trees early and didn’t get all you can use, or if you couldn’t be there but would like to plant some
white spruce seedlings, we have 300 left.  We will store them in coolers until the Annual Meeting on June 24 and
will have them there to distribute. If you would like to pick some up then, 5-10 being a typical amount, please let
us know at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.  
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WELCOMEEVENTSPRING

INITIAL LAKE SURVEY RESULTS
With the increased support Pelican Lakes association
has received from member contributions, we have
begun a new program of private contractor surveys of
the areas around our five landings for aquatic invasive
species (AIS).  Regular surveys, each spring and fall,
can help us track the curly leaf pondweed that we know
we have, and help us detect, early on, any new
infestation.

The first survey was completed on May 9, 2017 by our
contractor, Central Minnesota Aquatics. The good news
was that no new infestations were found and the survey
of Little Pelican showed no invasive species.  However,
curly leaf pondweed was still present in Big Pelican and
was detected in some new locations.  Jones Bay had a
small area detected for the first time, and some locations
within Nelson Bay (“Breezy Bay” to some), were closer
to shore than documented in the recent past.  Maps of
the survey results are posted on our website.

In order to treat the curly leaf pondweed, DNR permits
are required.  In some locations the proximity to shore
required individual property owner consents.
Fortunately, with our good database of members and
residents, we were able to contact each owner and
receive all of the required permissions.  Our PLA Beach
Captain in Nelson Bay, Shaun Rowley, deserves special
thanks for interrupting a beautiful fishing opener
weekend to help secure the signatures of his neighbors. 
Treatment of an 8.56 area in Nelson Bay was completed
on May 22.  We appreciate the cooperation of Breezy
Point Resort in sharing the costs of this removal, as it
has in the past.  The DNR determined that the location
and amount detected in Jones Bay did not require
treatment.  We will continue to monitor this location in
future surveys. 

Look for updates on our fall survey on the website and
future newsletters.
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In 1967, a small group of people
who loved to sail and who enjoyed
each other’s company created the
loosely-formatted Pelican Lake
Yacht Club. Those characteristics
remain true today. For the past fifty
years, the Club has held an annual
regatta and party. 

Although sailing on Pelican Lake dates to 1904 when
Edwin R. Mockett, a Nebraska summer visitor to the
recently formed Pelican Lake Outing Club on what is
now known as Lincoln
Point, traded a fancy .22
caliber rifle, ammunition
and $8 for a flat-bottom 18
ft. x 5 ft. sailboat. The boat
builder was Orlo Van Doren,
a homesteader located on
the north shore of Lake
Edward.

In 1907, Mr. Dickey, the
passenger agent for the
Northern Pacific Railroad,
donated a silver cup to the PLOC to be given as a
traveling trophy to the winner of each year’s race. So,
began the history of sailing on Pelican Lake.

Few records were retained from these early races.
However, 60 years later in early July the first
documented regatta by the Pelican Lake Yacht Club was
held off Weaver's Point. Its formation is accredited to
the efforts of Harriet Walt Weaver and Burnham Yates.
Both Art & Harriet Weaver and Mazie & Bernie Yates
were friends from Lincoln, Nebraska.

Over the years, the races have been held at several
locations on the lake including Weaver's Point, South
shore, North shore, and Lincoln Point. Several classes of

boats have participated including: "C" Scows,
Catamarans, Mixed Fleet, Sunfish, and Windsurfers.

The highlight of the regatta is the annual Commodore's
party where trophies are awarded to 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place in each class. A great potluck party is enjoyed by
the sailors and friends of the PLYC and is a wonderful
opportunity for friends around the lake to socialize
together.

This year the regatta will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, July 1-2. The commodore this year is Jonathan

Archerd. Those who may be
interested in the activities of
the PLYC or want to register
to sail in the regatta this year
should email the
commodore at
plyc2017@gmail.com to get
on the mailing list.

Interested in participating in
the Pelican Lake Yacht Club
regatta festivities this year?
The 50th Anniversary

festivities include the new Gooseberry Chase Race, the
traditional 3-race regatta, the Commodore's party ......
the fun will continue.

Saturday July 1 – The “Gooseberry Chase Race” from
Lincoln Point around Gooseberry Island and back. This
will be a fun race most likely in a chase format with a
staggered start so all boats will finish about the same
time.

Sunday July 2 – The traditional 3-race Regatta in our
usual format.

Sunday July 2 – Commodore’s Party and Awards

PELICAN LAKE YACHT CLUB
CELEBRATING ITS 

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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Summer is a time for enjoyment in or on the water. We
need to assure that we take safety precautions and make
sure our friends and guests are also safe.  Pelican Lakes
are used by motor boaters of all kinds, and those
enjoying the water without a motor, including canoers,
kayakers, sailors, and paddle boarders.

The “Rules of the Road” in the Minnesota Boating
Guide published by the Department of Natural
Resources remind us that non-motorized craft have the
right of way in all situations, except when the
nonmotorized craft is trying to overtake or pass. The
right of way and driving directions for passing, meeting,
and overtaking other boats are worth a refresher.

You can pick up a copy of the DNR Boating Guide at the
Annual Meeting or review it online. 

Below are some additional reminders for all boaters and
swimmers from the DNR Boating Guide and other
sources:

Stay Alert, Stay Alive--Top Five Boating Safety Tips
Minnesota Boating Guide 2017, MNDNR

1. Wear your life jacket – And make sure your children
wear theirs.

2. Stay sober – Booze and boating don’t mix. Alcohol
is the #1 factor in boating fatalities.

3. Tell a friend – Tell someone where you’re going and
when you will be back. If you’re not back, they
should call 911. Bring a phone or VHF radio.

4. Be weather aware – Don’t let a storm sneak up on
you – delay your boat trip or head to shore. Go slow
in rough water to avoid capsizing.

5. Get a clue – Understand your boat; keep your eyes
peeled for danger; stay seated and low in the boat so
you don’t fall overboard; take a boating safety
course.

Water Safety Tips- Listed below are Five Tips
US Army Corps of Engineers
1. Wear your life jacket. It takes an adult an average of

60 seconds to drown with less than ½ cup of water
and 10 minutes for a strong swimmer to put on a life
jacket while in the water. 

2. Never exceed your swimming abilities or swim
alone. Learn to swim and practice floating.

3. To help someone overboard extend a pole, stick,
line, clothing, or floatable device. Use the “Reach,
Throw, Row, Go for Help” rescue method

4. Know the four signs of drowning. (head back,
mouth open, no sound with outstretched arms, up
and down strokes as if one is slapping or playing in
the water).

5. Never take your eyes off your children around water. 

Motorized Watercraft Tips
Minnesota Boating Guide 2017, MNDNR

Motorized personal watercraft (PWC) makeup over 4%
of registered boats. They have unique handling
characteristics: 
1. Collisions make up the most common accidents of

PWC
2. Wear a US Coast Guard-approved life jacket. 
3. Get adequate training, view training videos
4. Use sound judgment, do not ride for long periods of

time in small areas.
5. Travel at slow no-wake speed within 150 feet of:

shore, docks, swimmers, rafts, or anchored
watercraft.

Further rules regarding other watercraft such as canoes,
kayaks, or stand-up paddleboards can be found at
mndnr.gov/boating safety. 

Be Aware, Be Safe! Have an enjoyable summer. 

Website references: (includes videos to view) 
Minnesota DNR, Boating and Water Safety
www.mndnr.gov/boatingsafety

US Army Corp of Engineers 
www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-
Works/Recreation/Water-Safety/

US Coast Guard
www.rentalboatsafety.com/

SAFETY AROUND WATER

Boat and Water Safety Class 
for youth ages 12-17

Wednesday June 21, 2017 8:30 AM -2:00 PM
(space limited)

Breezy Point Police Department
To register: call 218-825-3442 or email

Dj.downie@crowwing.us
Give name, age, parent or guardian, phone number
Sponsored by the Pelican Lake Conservation Club 

& Crow Wing County Water Patrols
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The PLA Annual Meeting is set for Saturday morning
June 24, from 9 to 11.  We have excellent speakers to
provide updates on topics important to PLA and its
members:

Dr. Nicholas Phelps, Co-Director of the Minnesota
Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center
(MAISRC) will provide an update on the current
research of the center.

Marc Bacigalupi, Brainerd Area Fisheries
Supervisor for the Minnesota DNR will present on
the state of our fisheries.

Darren Mayer of Crow Wing County Soil and
Water Conservation District will present on forest
preservation programs and shoreline management
practices.

Each of the speakers will have time to address questions
from attendees, so take advantage of this opportunity to
learn more about topics of particular interest to you.

We will have coffee and treats and door prizes from our
advertising sponsors and other local business.  

PLA will provide an update of its programs, finances,
and hopes to have a great interaction with members on
those topics.

We will also conduct the business of the organization to
confirm Board of Directors appointments and other
duties.
Following the meeting we will distribute White Spruce
seedlings left over from the Spring Welcome Event –
there are still nearly 300 to get in your hands for planting
in our watershed.

Please join us and your neighbors for a great session.

PLAANNUAL MEETING



It is interesting how frequently purchasers of real
property neglect to obtain a land survey before
purchasing the property. Perhaps it is the “Minnesota
Nice” in all of us that assumes that the lot lines are
where the seller, seller’s real estate agent, and even the
buyer’s real estate agent say the lines are located. Some
of the time they are right, and some of the time they are,
unfortunately, wrong. This is not to disparage any of the
three parties just mentioned or to suggest that anyone is
acting surreptitiously. Often times, if there is an issue
with the location of a lot line, it is a latent and
complicated issue, unbeknown to any of the parties to a
real estate transaction. This article covers some of the
basics of navigating the more common lot line issues.

An owner – or soon-to-be owner – of real estate should
consider obtaining a survey whenever real property is
to be sold, purchased, divided, improved, or if there are
concerns of encroachment or trespass. 1 A property
survey typically describes, maps, and locates land
ownership boundaries and corners, features and
improvements. 2 Usually, the surveyor will not only
review the legal description on the most recent deed of
record, but they will also evaluate other related records
to identify property boundaries. 3 A certified property
survey is completed in compliance with applicable state,
county and other local government laws, codes and
regulations. 4 A good surveyor will inform you of any
issues with your property description, boundary
location, or other related problems and will recommend
when they believe a real estate attorney should be
consulted.

A common misconception that many people have is best
exemplified by the following: assume your neighbor
pays for a surveyor to locate lot lines between your
respective properties. A common assumption made is
that the markers put in the ground by your neighbor’s
surveyor must be where the lot line is actually and
legally located. While this might be true, believe it or
not, it is not necessarily true. This is not necessarily
because your neighbor hired a “bad” surveyor; I cannot
say that I have worked with a “bad” surveyor – though
I am certain they exist – but I will say that, sometimes,
even two good surveyors can disagree about the true and
legal location of a lot line.

The unique aspect of lot line issues when brought within
the context of shoreline, is that the smallest of changes
to a lot line can have a tremendous impact on the total
shoreline for a lot and, therefore, the overall value of the
lot. For example, the approximate value of shoreline on
Pelican Lake is anywhere from $1,500 to $5,000 per
foot. 5 Thus, three feet of lakeshore can be a $4,500 to
$15,000 issue. Presently, off-shore property around
Pelican Lake is selling at approximately $2,500 to
$3,500 per acre, that same three foot issue running the
full length of a 40 acre parcel is only a $250 to $350
issue. 6 (Obviously every property is different and the
numbers given here may or may not reflect the reality of
your particular situation; ask your local realtor if you
are interested in a market comparables report of your
property.) Even a couple feet of lakeshore can be the
source of unfortunate neighbor disputes and litigation.

When there are issues with the location of the lot lines
between adjacent properties, a real estate lawyer can
work with you to figure out a solution to the problem. If,

LIVIN’ ON THE LAKE 
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WITH LATENT 
LOT LINE ISSUES Kurt W. Porter – Severson Porter Law
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Call Us To Find Out 
What Your Property Is Worth 

In Today’s Market

Buying or
Selling? Give

us a call today.
218.820.7355  |  sales@upnorthproperties.com  |  www.UpNorthProperties.com

for example, you and your neighbor discovery a
discrepancy between the location of the lot line between
your properties pursuant to the legal description (so,
your deed), and the location of the lot line pursuant to
what has been the observed boundary line, an attorney
can help craft an agreement that “fixes” the discrepancy.
Even if you and your neighbor agree on the nature of
the problem and its resolution, it is important to make
sure the agreement is drafted properly (not using the
correct words but also put in the correct format so that
it is recordable), and that you both speak with the
governing body to make sure that your proposed
solution does not inadvertently create new and/or
additional problems (such as setback violations). It is
always easier to avoid problems at the beginning, than
it is to fix problems after the fact.

If an agreement cannot be reached, then a lawsuit may
be necessary to ask the Court to resolve the lot line issue
for you. There are myriad of legal claims that can be
asserted, depending on the specific facts of the case,

including: adverse possession, boundary by practical
location, prescriptive easement, and an action to quiet
title, to name a few. But lawsuits are expensive and, if
taken to their natural conclusion (trial), ultimately result
in a disinterested third party (a judge or a jury) deciding
the issue for you and your neighbor. In other words, you
and your neighbor lose control of the outcome.

It is impossible to cover all the issues – and therefore
all the possible resolutions – that may exist when
discussing lot lines. If you think you have issues with
your lot lines, contact your local surveyor or attorney to
ask about what steps they recommend taking.
1 http://www.mnsurveyor.com/?page=your_land_and_survey
2 Id.
3 Id.
4 Id.
5 Per Travis Grossman, Realtor with Kurilla Real Estate.
6 The length of the side of a perfectly square 40-acre parcel is 1320
feet. Thus, 1320’ x 3’ = 3,960 square feet, or approximately .1 acres.



Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com

walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

Summer time is finally here…  Warm water, weeds and
lots of natural bait in the lake.  So why in the world are
the fish going to want to eat what we are offering?  I
believe one of the keys to catching fish this time of year
is speed, we need to trigger them into biting by making
them act on impulse.  Fish are fast, and just when you
think you are moving your bait too fast they can pummel
it!  The fast, snapping motion of a jig and a minnow can
be deadly but so can the erratic underwater, walk the dog
motion of the Jigging Rapala (size 7 or 9).  Swim baits
such as the 5” swim minnow by Birch Island Bait
Company is a great bait with awesome action.  The swim
baits are great for casting up in the weeds, where a lot of

other baits don’t fair as well.   Position yourself on a
windswept point or shoreline and find some nice cabbage
weeds and you will find the predators.  Cast the swim bait
up into the weeds and ween you feel a weed, just rip
through and keep retrieving.  A lot of times they will hit
it as it has just ripped through a weed and is in the falling
position.  Trolling crank baits during the summer can be
a great way to catch fish too.  This can be effective at any
time of the day, especially at night during the full
moon.  Enjoy the summer up here in this beautiful place
and I hope you catch some fish!

Walleyedan

WALLEYE

DAN
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Northern Crow Wing Coalition of Lake Associations
– Participated with this group of eleven area lake
associations to comment on Crow Wing County AIS
plan for 2017; also participated in AIS Roundtable lead
by the Whitefish Area Property Owners Association to
review state of AIS prevention. Art Weaver is our key
PLA contact person for this coalition.

Pine River Watershed Alliance (http://www.prwa.us) –
This organization focuses on issues of water quality,
land management and wetlands preservation across the
Pine River watershed, which includes the Pelican Lakes
watershed area.  Jodi Billy of PLA is actively
participating with this group, sharing information and
looking for opportunities to support the PRWA agenda
with our actions.

Crow Wing County Lakes and Rivers Alliance
(http://www.crowwinglara.org) – PLA has been an
active member for this coalition for many years, helping
to coordinate activities across area lakes and rivers.  Jodi
Billy of PLA currently serves on the LARA Board and
keeps us up to date on topics of interest to LARA.

Pelican Lake Conservation Club (http://plccmn.org/)
– Jim Nickel of PLA has been in contact with PLCC
representatives in working with the DNR to understand
our options to help improve the Pelican Lakes fisheries.
PLA also supports the youth boating safety courses
PLCC sponsors for educating young boaters.

Pelican Square, Inc. – In a unique partnership, PLA
and Pelican Square have put together the physical assets
and operating plan for the new boat decontamination
station on a very cost-effective basis.

City of Breezy Point - For the first time this year, the
City of Breezy Point is sponsoring PLA participation in
the State of Minnesota AIS grant program.  This allows
PLA to maintain a dedicated team of landing monitors
for Pelican Lakes, rather than sharing resources and
scheduling through Crow Wing County offices.

Breezy Point Resort – They are hosting a PLA monitor
at the resort landing for all of their traffic and sharing
the cost of treating curly leaf in Nelson-Breezy Bay.

Crow Wing County Land Services – PLA stays in
close contact with the Land Services Department in
aligning our own Level 1 and level 2 AIS inspector
programs with the programs managed by the County,
and in many other areas.

Crow Wing County Soil and Water Conservation
District 
(https://www.crowwingswcd.org/) – PLA participated
in the seedling distribution program managed by the
SWCD.  Darren Mayers of SWCD will present updates
at the PLA Annual Meeting, touching on forestry
preservation methods and shoreline management.

MN Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/)

DNR Forestry – Heather Baird presented at the
2016 PLA Annual Meeting on the importance of
forest preservation for water quality and healthy
fisheries.

DNR Fisheries – Marc Bacigalupi, the Brainerd
Area Fisheries Supervisor will address our 2017
Annual Meeting.  Jim Nickel of PLA is our liaison to
this organization and tracking the possibility of
fingerling stocking following fish stock testing this
fall. 

DNR AIS – PLA works with the DNR on permitting
for curly leaf pondweed treatment and for grants of
landing monitor hours.  Jodi Billy is our primary
contact with Tim Plude, the DNR AIS Specialist for
this area and has invited him to meet and discuss AIS
topics with the PLA Board in June.

The increased visibility of concerns over the environmental health of Minnesota lakes and rivers creates
opportunities for the Pelican Lakes Association to work with many other organizations to achieve our goals.  The
following is a quick summary of some of those partnership activities:
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Minnesota AIS Research Center (MAISRC) 
(https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/) – PLA remains a
financial supporter of this important research center and
attends MAISRC Showcase events presenting findings.
Craig Norman of PLA serves on the MAISRC Citizen
Advisory Board.

University of Minnesota Extension Service
(https://www.extension.umn.edu/) – PLA helped to
pioneer the AIS Detector Program operated by the
Extension Service and MAISRC, with Art Weaver
leading the interaction.  A number of board members,
PLA members and landing monitors have participated
in becoming ASI Detectors.

Conservation Minnesota
(https://www.conservationminnesota.org/) – PLA
maintains membership in this statewide non-profit
organization addressing concerns of lake and river
associations.

Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates 
(www.mnlakesandrivers.org/) – PLA maintains
membership in this advocacy group addressing the
political and government interactions import for focused
and informed government action on AIS and other areas
of concern for lake users.  MLR hosts an Aquatic
Invader Summit that brings together private and public
organizations charged with addressing the impacts of
AIS.

PARTNER PAGE



Brothers Gus and Fred
"Fritz" Eiche from
Lincoln, Nebraska were
two of the original
founders of the Pelican
Lake Outing Club that
came to be located on what
is now called Lincoln
Point. The men, along with
others from Lincoln, had
fished the lake for several
years before purchasing a
little over 100 acres on the
Point in 1902.

Gus Eiche was a florist back in Lincoln and his brother
Fred a surgeon. They both built cabins on Lincoln Point.
A few years later in July 1907, Gus, Fred and Orion
Lamberton, a Lincoln dentist and another PLOC
member, purchased a 75-acre homestead from Pasquale
Cimino just south of what is now known as Jones Bay.
In March 1908, Lamberton sold his 1/3 interest to Gus
Eiche for $300 who later sold his share in the land to his
brother Fred. Access to the property was off County
Highway 4 that in those days ran along the lakeshore.
A log cabin (since demolished), near the future site of

the stone house cabin, is thought to have served as
summer quarters for the Eiche family, prior to 1925
when Fred's son De Albert "Dee" Eiche began building
the stone house on the old Cimino homestead.

According to Guy Grosshans, Dee's grandson, the
construction took nearly two years to complete and was
finished in 1926. Local fieldstone from the lake and
Gooseberry Island were used for the walls. The only
close by stonemason known by the Eiche's was Sol
Marquis and so he most likely laid up the stone. Hans
Tweed and Carl Skog, a couple of stonemasons living in
the area near Pequot Lakes, were further away. Dee's 9-
year old daughter Priscilla used a drawknife to debark
the logs used for the rafters. Guy indicated that the cabin
was wired for electricity in 1949, when he was about 6
years old, due to his grandfather's concern that Guy
might pull over a kerosene lamp and burn the cabin
down. All the wiring and porcelain electrical fixtures
had to be surface mounted since it was not possible to
pull anything through the cabin's two feet thick stone
and concrete walls.

The cabin measures 32 x 32 ft. The interior consists of
a 30 x 10 ft. lakeside porch, a 20 x 16 ft. living room,
and a 14 x 13 ft. bedroom with two wardrobes, one of

VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE 

Stone house under construction
1925. Northeast corner.

Courtesy of Guy Grosshans.

The fully restored 90-year old stone house with its whimsical rockwork lends a fairyland appearance to the cottage. Author's photo.
13



– THE EICHE CABIN
which was removed by the present owners and
converted into a bathroom. A hand pump in the
kitchen drew water from a shallow well under
the cabin.  In 1927 Fred sold his cabin on
Lincoln Point and his family moved into the
stone house. When Fred died in July 1938, the
cabin passed to his son Dee and then on his
death in 1969 to Fred's granddaughter Priscilla
Grosshans Rech. Cabin ownership then moved
out of the family and was sold to Thomas and
Dorothy Hayes who in turn sold it in 1989 to
current owners Florence and Fran Rice.

The cabin has a storied history. Joan Casari, a
friend of Priscilla's, tells of the time in the late
1950s when Priscilla let the local Indians stay
there and they chopped a hole in the roof next to
the fireplace.

The place was in pretty bad shape when the
Rice's bought it. The roof had partially caved in
due to fallen pine trees. They remodeled one
shed and tore down the bunkhouse, as it was on
the property line. Extensive poison ivy in the
yard was sprayed and several trees were
removed. Over the years, the couple has done
extensive restoration to return it back to its
original condition.

In addition to the stone house, several other old
structures are located on the property dating
back to the early 1900s. They include a free-
standing fireplace and chimney surrounded by a
small concrete foundation about ⅛ of a mile up
the hill towards Hwy 4. Guy Grosshans
indicated the fireplace belonged to his great
grandfather Dr. Fred Eiche.  Whether the
fireplace was a part of Pasquale Cimino's
homestead cabin is not known and remains a
mystery.

Dr. James D. Henderson

(above) The center rock in the
stone fireplace, above the
firebox insert, could be removed
to reveal a hidden space where
documents or other items could
be safely stored.

The newer pine planks show the
location of the hole where the
Indians had chopped through
the roof. Author's photo.

(below) The cabin's 30 x 10 ft. screened porch faces the lake.

(right) The dark flat rock, jutting
out from the wall below the
window, next to the porch door,
was designed by Dee Eiche for
his wife Mary Frances to sit on.
Author's photos.

(left) The free-standing fireplace in the woods near the
stone house cabin is all that remains of what might have
been the Cimino homestead cabin that was later acquired
by Dr. Fred Eiche in 1907. Courtesy of Florence Rice.
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PLAWEBSITE REFRESH
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WWW.PELICANLAKESASSOCIATION.ORG
VISIT US AT 

Please take a few minutes to log in
to pelicanlakesassociation.org and
take a look at the refreshed website
we have put together with the
support of Molly Ring at seriously
fun marketing and our webmaster,
Glen Young.

Our goal is to make this site an up-
to-date, one stop location for
information about PLA and our
activities.  In addition to our
organizational documents and

minutes of our past meetings, the
site describes PLA programs and
special projects. As a new option,
members can join PLA and make
dues and donations on-line.

The site has content and links to
great sources of information about
lakes themselves, the environmental
condition of lakes, and the research
and actions being taken locally and
across the region to prevent the
spread of invasive species and to

minimize the impacts they have on
our lakes and waterways. 

You will also find archives of past
newsletters, a calendar of PLA and
local community events, weather
links and more.  Also provided are
links to our email inbox
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.
We look forward to receiving your
comments and suggestions to keep
the website useful and enjoyable for
members.

2017 Area Events: 
June 10, 2017 PLCC Pancake Breakfast
June 18, 2017 Pelican Lake Conservation Club Annual Fishing Contest

July 1, 2017 Crosslake 47th Annual Fireworks Display, Original Craft and Flea Market
July 2, 2017 Arts in the Park, Brainerd
July 3, 2017 Nisswa Freedom Days Festival

July 3-4, 2017 Stars & Stripes Days, Downtown Pequot Lakes
July 4, 2017 The American Celebration, Brainerd

July 6-8, 2017 Lakes Area Artists Art Sale, Nisswa 
July 8, 2017 PLCC Pancake Breakfast

July 12, 2017 Bean Holes Days in Pequot Lakes
July 15, 2017   Annual Butterfly Release, 11:00 AM, City of Breezy Point, 

Cemetery on Ski Chalet Rd, one block west of CR 11 (at the end of the airport runway)
July 20-23, 2017 Crazy Days, Brainerd 
July 27-29, 2017 Pine River Arts Show, The Warehouse
August 1-5, 2017 Crow Wing County Fair, Brainerd

August 5, 2017 10th Annual Chokecherry Festival, Pequot Lakes
August 11-12, 2017 Nisswa Crazy Days

August 12, 2017 PLCC Pancake Breakfast
August 18-19, 2017 Crazy Days, Pequot Lakes
September 16, 2017 Nisswa Fall Festival & Smokin’ Hot BBQ Challenge
September 23, 2017 Kraut Fest, Pelican Lake Conservation Club

September 28-30 Crosslake Days
October 4, 2017 Gull Lake Oktoberfest

CALENDAR OF EVENTS



COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections 

• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing

Brush Chipping • Stump Removal

Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM

Michael A. Schwarze Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

Off Sale • Grocery • Fuel - 218-562-4040

BREEZY POINT

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691
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Pelican Lakes Association (PLA), in cooperation with
Pelican Square, the City of Breezy Point, Crow Wing
County, and the Minnesota DNR, is pleased to announce
that a boat decontamination station is due to begin
operation in mid-June at the site of the new Pelican
Square car wash at the intersection of County Roads 4
and 11 in Breezy Point.

Members of the staff of Pelican Square will have Level
2 AIS Inspector training from the DNR, and will be
available to decontaminate boats in the facility, using
DNR approved methods and newly installed equipment
that meets the specifications for effective
decontamination. Fishing and pleasure boats can be
driven straight into the covered facility without
disconnecting trailers.  The decontamination bay is large
– even pontoons and boats with wakeboard racks will
fit comfortably. 

Users can call the store at 218-562-4040 and request
service at any time between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily. No
advance appointment is necessary.  Service is scheduled
to be available into mid-September.  

The facility is available to the public, users do not need
to be PLA members or area residents.  Moreover, with
the financial support of PLA and its partners, there is no
charge to the user!

This station is an important asset in fighting the
spread of aquatic invasive species.  Using this
service before and after using the Pelican Lakes
means boaters can move from one lake to the next
while preventing the introduction of new AIS into

the Pelican Lakes and avoiding transporting zebra
mussels out of Big Pelican.  As another example of use,
local residents can use this service to treat their boats
prior to storage for the season, rather than washing them
down in driveways.

Pelican Lakes Association is investing significantly in
establishing this capability, and thanks its members for
the generous donations over the past years that make a
one-time contribution to this cause possible.  There will
be on-going expenses to PLA as the facility is used.  We
will continue to work with our partners and seek
additional grants to support this important activity over
time.

Please make use of the station and encourage your
guests bringing boats to the area, and your friends using
boats across the area, to make use of the new
decontamination station.

BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATIONOPENING SOON!
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We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing, 

bindery and mailing professionals. 

We want to be your printer. 
Please contact us.

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401

www.lakesprinting.com

Creative
Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

Matt Kramer • (952) 240-7702 • (218) 692-5326
Certified, Insured, References • Green Cleaning

www.customclean.com

“WE CLEAN ANYTHING”
OVER 25 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE
Free Estimates

Window Cleaning • Carpet Steam Cleaning

Power Washing - Decks, Patios, Siding, Garage Floors & More

Air Duct Cleaning • Roof Cleaning

Tile & Grout Steam Cleaning-Showers and Floors

Gutters • Area Rugs, Fine Fabrics, Sofas and Chairs

Wood Restoring, Staining and Painting

NEW
 CU

STO
ME

R

15%
 OF

F

ANY
 SE

RVI
CE

218-692-6161 • 66MarineNorth.com
Sales, Service, Storage, Canvas and Upholstery
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For many birders, like me spring is much anticipated to
see our feathered friends once again.  The spring
migration reaches its peak in May with the return of
many of our colorful songbirds. From the backyard or
birding at a local park we can enjoy seeing these colorful
birds such as Orioles, Grosbeaks, Tanagers, Vireos and
Warblers. This group is probably the most colorful of the
spring migrants and also the most challenging to identify
especially in the fall.   Approximately 35 species of
warblers can be found in Eastern North America or areas
east the Mississippi River.  Minnesota is home to about
22 species of warblers with many of them nesting in
northern portions of the state.  Warblers are a group of
small but colorful birds that seem to be always on the
move in search of insects among the trees.  One of the
best ways to watch for warblers is to pick a good location
and wait for the warbler wave to pass you by. Warblers
can be found in many different habitats but finding a
small wooded area near water can be very rewarding.
During the migrations it’s common to see 10-15 species
of warblers as they travel together in mixed groups.     

Many of our warblers are neotropical migrants which
means they spend the winters in Central or South
America then migrate to North America to nest and raise
their young.  Many of them
travel thousands of miles
each year making these long

journeys.
Of course there are
many obstacles and
dangers during the
lengthy migration as a
small bird such as cell
towers, glass buildings
and homes, cats
and habitat
loss.  Just
in the U.S.
outdoor cats
kill millions of
songbirds each
year!  Many of them
spend their winters in
Coffee plantations in
Central America as I
had observed while
birding in Costa Rica as a

teenager.  One of the things that I had learned is buying
coffee from Shade grown vs non-shade grown (labeled)
helps our songbirds form further deforestation of the
rainforest.  A few species will visit bird feeders for suet,
oranges and mealworms to refuel or during bad weather. 

During my years as wildlife technician working for the
Department of Interior (National Wildlife Refuges) I
spent two summers with the Kirtland Warbler Recovery
Project in Michigan where this warbler is an Endangered
species.  My duties included Brown-headed Cowbird
(Molothrus ater) trapping and as a Kirtland warbler
(Setophaga kirtlandii) tour guide giving folks an
opportunity to view this bird in selected sites across
central Michigan.  Currently the population is now just
over 2,000 birds and has recently expanded into
Wisconsin.  The Kirtland Warbler is only found in young
Jack Pine habitat.  Jack Pine is a fire dependent species;
today controlled burns are used to mimic this natural
disturbance to regenerate the forest for more suitable
habitat for the Kirtland Warbler. Public tours are still
offered to see this rare warbler! Here in Minnesota we
have one Warbler of special interest the Golden Winged
Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) 60 percent of the

world's population is
found here!  

When a field
guide such as the
respected Peterson
Field guide series
states “fall
confusing warblers”

they’re not kidding!
I have had my

Peterson guide since I
was 15 years old and still

use it today. Just before the
fall migration almost all birds go

through a molting process
where they “loose”

many of the colorful
feathers which

make bird

WARBLER WAVE



WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
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identification very challenging.  So how confusing can
it be, well take a female warbler that is even less
colorful than a male and try to identify 50 feet up in a
tree where the leaves are in various shades of browns
in the wind!  Yup, done that before birders even call it
“crooked neck” and you only see a wing bar or an eye-
ring. I think that’s one reason why the spring season is
the time to keep watch as they arrive just before leaf
out. 

A few places to view warblers around the Brainerd
Lakes area during the spring migration for the best
viewing would be the Northland Arboretum and along
the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway.  If you’re looking for
some help or just not sure what you are seeing the local
Audubon chapter offers free one hour bird walks on
Thursdays and Saturdays at the Northland Arboretum
through the month of May and first weekend in June
2017.  Another popular event takes place at the peak of
the migration with the Detroit Lakes Birding Festival,
a great place to learn about birds and meet some folks
who love watching birds and sharing their knowledge.
This will be my 15th year as a festival guide and look
forward to it each year.  Hope to see you on the birding
trail this spring or fall and good luck with those
confusing fall warblers!  Happy Birding.     

MN Backyard Birds was recently featured on MN
Bound with outdoor TV host Ron Schara and on Kare
11 with Belinda Jensen. Enjoy more colorful songbirds
in your backyard with Birdscaping.  MN Backyard
Birds offers the most active and attractive bird feeders
with service.  Contact MN Backyard Birds today for
your free backyard consultation.  Judd Brink’s phone
(218) 838-4784 or email info@birdminnesota.com.



May 12, 2017

To our friends at the Pelican Lake Association of Crow Wing County,

Thank you for your generous gift of $10,000 to the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center! We’re
delighted to have your continued support as we work to find solutions to the state’s AIS problems. We know that as
lakeshore owners, you have a special awareness of the risks associated with aquatic invasive species in our waters.

Your commitment to MAISRC – and your confidence in the research that we do – makes all the difference in the world
and inspires us to keep working diligently to protect Minnesota’s lakes and rivers. We need all hands on deck in this
effort, and we’re so grateful you’re by our side!

Your continued support makes a substantial difference in the research that we will be able to accomplish this year.
As you know, MAISRC is on the forefront of groundbreaking research on invasive species including zebra mussels,
invasive carp, starry stonewort, and harmful pathogens like Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia virus.

Private contributions truly make a difference by providing us with the flexibility to meet critical needs as they arise,
and we are so grateful to have your steadfast support.

Please feel free to reach out to me at nash0029@umn.edu or 612-624-7785 if you have any questions about MAISRC
research or your donation. Thank you for all you do to protect and enhance Minnesota’s environment!

All the best,

Becca Nash MAISRC Associate Director
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Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

No bait necessary!
We offer a variety of 

delicious fish & seafood! 
Walleye, Shrimp, Scallops & More!
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218-568-4630
PequotLakesSanitation.com

• Flexible Seasonal Service

• Dependable & Friendly

• Local Family Owned Business

• Additional “Big Haul” Service

• Rates & Services to Fit Your Lifestyle

• Now Offering Recycling in Many Areas
of Pelican Lake

Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican Lakes served by this organization? 
Would you like to see your photo on the cover of a future newsletter? 

Please share by using our website email at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org, leaving your contact
information, and the PLA Newsletter Editor, Susan Koering will contact you.

PHOTOGRAPHY



Maintenance Free u On Whitebirch Golf Course u Single Family Living
Resort Membership u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center u Shuttle Service
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For more information and correspondence use the website email at 

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org



PRSRT 
FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Brainerd, MN

Permit No. 471

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address. 

Pelican Lakes 
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to 
PLA with your dues.

New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25 Make Checks Payable to:
Loon Membership: $50 PLA
Eagle Membership: $100 P.O. Box 823
Pelican Membership: $200 Nisswa, MN 56468

BECOME A MEMBER

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Name

Spouse

Permanent Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Lake Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

E-mail

Big Pelican                                       Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)




