Vintage Cabins & Cottages on Pelican Lake – The Eiche Cabin
By Dr. James D. Henderson

B

rothers Gus and Fred "Fritz" Eiche from Lincoln,
Nebraska were two of the original founders of the
Pelican Lake Outing Club that came to be located on
what is now called Lincoln Point. The men, along with others
from Lincoln, had fished the lake for several years before
purchasing a little over 100 acres on the Point in 1902.
Gus Eiche was a florist back in Lincoln and his brother Fred
a surgeon. They both built cabins on Lincoln Point. A few
years later in July 1907, Gus, Fred and Orion Lamberton, a
Lincoln dentist and another PLOC member, purchased a 75acre homestead from Pasquale Cimino just south of what is
now known as Jones Bay. In March 1908, Lamberton sold his
1/3 interest to Gus Eiche for $300 who later sold his share in
the land to his brother Fred. Access to the property was off
County Highway 4 that in those days ran along the lakeshore.

Stone house under construction
1925. Northeast corner. Courtesy of
Guy Grosshans.

A log cabin (since demolished), near the future site of the
stone house cabin, is thought to have served as summer quarters for the Eiche family, prior to
1925 when Fred's son De Albert "Dee" Eiche began building the stone house on the old Cimino
homestead.

The fully restored 90-year old stone house with its whimsical rockwork lends a
fairyland appearance to the cottage. Author's photo.

According to Guy
Grosshans, Dee's
grandson, the
construction took
nearly two years to
complete and was
finished in 1926. Local
fieldstone from the
lake and Gooseberry
Island were used for
the walls. The only
close by stonemason
known by the Eiche's
was Sol Marquis and so
he most likely laid up
the stone. Hans Tweed
and Carl Skog, a couple
of stonemasons living
in the area near Pequot
Lakes, were further
away. Dee's 9-year old
daughter Priscilla used
a drawknife to debark

the logs used for the rafters. Guy indicated that the cabin was wired for electricity in 1949, when
he was about 6 years old, due to his grandfather's concern that Guy might pull over a kerosene
lamp and burn the cabin down. All the wiring and porcelain electrical fixtures had to be surface
mounted since it was not possible to pull anything through the cabin's two feet thick stone and
concrete walls.
The cabin measures 32 x 32 ft. The interior
consists of a 30 x 10 ft. lakeside porch, a 20 x 16
ft. living room, and a 14 x 13 ft. bedroom with
two wardrobes, one of which was removed by
the present owners and converted into a
bathroom. A hand pump in the kitchen drew
water from a shallow well under the cabin. In
1927 Fred sold his cabin on Lincoln Point and his
family moved into the stone house. When Fred
died in July 1938, the cabin passed to his son Dee
and then on his death in 1969 to Fred's
granddaughter Priscilla Grosshans Rech. Cabin
ownership then moved out of the family and was
sold to Thomas and Dorothy Hayes who in turn
sold it in 1989 to current owners Florence and
Fran Rice.
The cabin has a storied history. Joan Casari, a
friend of Priscilla's, tells of the time in the late
1950s when Priscilla let the local Indians stay
there and they chopped a hole in the roof next to
the fireplace.
ABOVE -The center rock in the stone fireplace,
above the firebox insert, could be removed to
reveal a hidden space where documents or other
items could be safely stored.
RIGHT-The newer pine planks show the location
of the hole where the Indians had chopped
through the roof. Author's photo.

The place was in pretty bad shape when the
Rice's bought it. The roof had partially caved
in due to fallen pine trees. They remodeled
one shed and tore down the bunkhouse, as it
was on the property line. Extensive poison
ivy in the yard was sprayed and several trees were removed. Over the years, the couple has done
extensive restoration to return it back to its original condition.

ABOVE-The cabin's 30 x 10 ft. screened porch
faces the lake. LEFT-The dark flat rock, jutting out
from the wall below the window, next to the porch
door, was designed by Dee Eiche for his wife Mary
Frances to sit on. Author's photos.
Author's photos.

In addition to the stone house, several other
old structures are located on the property
dating back to the early 1900s. They include a
free-standing fireplace and chimney
surrounded by a small concrete foundation
about ⅛ of a mile up the hill towards Hwy 4.
Guy Grosshans indicated the fireplace
belonged to his great grandfather Dr. Fred
Eiche. Whether the fireplace was a part of
Pasquale Cimino's homestead cabin is not
known and remains a mystery.

ABOVE AND LEFT- The free-standing fireplace in the
woods near the stone house cabin is all that remains
of what might have been the Cimino homestead
cabin that was later acquired by Dr. Fred Eiche in
1907. Courtesy of Florence Rice.

