


MISSION STATEMENT:
Pelican Lakes Association  (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of

environmental stewardship and educational programs.
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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT
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Welcome to our third 2017 newsletter, the final one of
this season. Hopefully you have been able to enjoy many
of the beautiful lake days we have had throughout the
season. 

Once again, this edition of the newsletter has a great set
of stories across a range of topics from our contributors.
We appreciate them sharing their interests and expertise.
If you are like me, learning more about the history of
the lakes and their natural surroundings really adds to
the enjoyment that comes with just being here. 

We also want to keep everyone up to date on the
activities of Pelican Lakes Association.  Thanks to the
generous support of our members, the list of those
activities keeps growing.  We work to keep aware of
expert recommendations for healthy lakes so that we can
put our member donations to good use.  From what we
learn, we believe PLA continues to be a leader among
lake associations in taking steps to preserve the
environmental health of the lakes we love.  

In all that we do, our partners are so important.  The
team of dedicated landing monitors in place through the
season is a continued source of pride for PLA.  We have
excellent firms tracking water quality, surveying aquatic
vegetation, treating AIS, and now decontaminating
boats.  Our neighboring lake and watershed associations
provide information, advocacy and action to support our
shared goals. We also benefit from engaged and
accessible government officials who positively support
our efforts.  We are grateful for all of this support!

As the season comes to a close, please remember that
our website – pelicanlakesassociation.org – will be a
source of updates on the lakes and PLA activities until
our newsletters resume next spring.  We will work to
keep the website up to date with test results, news items
and other updates of interest as they come in.  Please
remember that your questions and suggestions on the
website or any other PLA topic can be sent along to
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org
for response.

So, here’s hoping the end of the open
water lake season goes great for
everyone, and that the ice fishers,
snowmobilers and cross-country skiers
have a great time on the lakes this
winter, 

Best regards, 
Craig Norman, President, 
Pelican Lakes Association 
of Crow Wing County
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Once again this year the Annual Meeting of the Pelican
Lakes Association was held at the Breezy Point City
Hall. The meeting ran from 9 to 11 a.m. on the morning
of Saturday, June 24.  The agenda began with a few
opening remarks from PLA President Craig Norman,
followed by three excellent guest presentations.

Dr. Nicholas Phelps, Director of the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center based at the
University of Minnesota (MAISRC) provided a full
update on the Center, including its mission, its
stakeholders and funding sources.  Most importantly he
summarized the great work that has been completed.
MAISRC is focused on aquatic invasive species in a way
not found in other organizations – whether inside of
Minnesota or across the country.  With this focus, it is
attracting top researchers and a wide range of supporting
partners, such as government offices and commercial
firms.  Dr. Phelps emphasized the need to stay positive
as new approaches to the challenges of AIS are tested
and put in place.  For more details on MAISRC,
including the impressive list of projects recently
approved for the coming year, please check them out at
www.maisrc.umn.edu.

Next, Marc Bacigalupi, the Brainerd Area Fisheries
Supervisor for the Minnesota DNR gave a very
informative update on the health of the fishery in Pelican
Lake.  In describing stocking programs and annual test
results Mr. Bacigalupi informed attendees that while 3.9
million fry are stocked each year, the stocking classes
have widely different success rates from year to year.
While some recent years, such as 2015, are promising
(see graph provided on page 4) a few of the recent years
stocking classes have not been successful. Attendees
also learned about on the results of the intensive “creel
test” on Big Pelican completed by the DNR in 2016.
Those results showed less angling success than the prior
creel test from 1999, along with lower levels of fishing
pressure and increased recreational usage on the lake.
Also covered were updates on the cormorant population
and the results of recent control efforts, along with zebra
mussel densities and water clarity trends.  Zebra mussels

have expanded significantly, though with over 50% of
the lake at a depth over 15 feet, and extensive sandy
areas, the distribution through the lake is still spotty.
PLA, with Board member Jim Nickel in the lead, is
working closely with the DNR on 2017 fishery test
results. If results remain low, PLA has dedicated funds
to support fingerling stocking by the DNR.  Considering
the fisheries trends reported by the DNR, it is
encouraging to note that one of the upcoming 2017-18
research projects of MAISRC will address the effects of
AIS, specifically zebra mussels and spiny water fleas,
on game fish populations.  It will be very interesting to
see these research results come in and compare them to
the DNR fisheries test results over time.

The third guest presenter was Darren Mayers of the
Crow Wing County Soil and Water Division (SWD).
This organization has a mission to preserve the quality
of our lakes and has a number of active programs to
promote healthy lakes.  The importance of forest
preservation within the watershed surrounding the lake
was emphasized.  In this respect Darren noted his
appreciation for the 1200 white spruce seedlings
acquired by PLA under the SWD program and
distributed to members and friends for planting in the
Pelican Lakes watershed.  The impact of development
around the lakes on water quality was also described, as
well as the information and active assistance SWD can
provide to landowners to maintain shoreline conditions
that minimize run-off and support healthy habitat for
fish and wildlife.

ANNUAL MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS



With approximately 115 people in attendance, there was
a great level of engagement and interest in the topics
being covered.  This was apparent during the break in
the meeting that was used distribute door prizes and
refill coffee cups.  A very lively set of conversations
broke out among attendees with each other and each of
the presenters.

Once back in session, Craig Norman provided a
summary of recent developments in PLA activities.
Included among these were new initiatives to have
professional inspections of our landing bays to inventory
aquatic vegetation and the new boat wash to
decontaminate boats according to DNR standards at the
Pelican Square car wash.  Appreciation was noted for
the willingness of the City of Breezy Point and Crow
Wing County to allow PLA to maintain its own team of
landing inspectors, coordinated again by Board member
David Slipy.  

Craig then presented financial reports on PLA activities
over the past three years, and updates on the current year
financial outlook.  Key messages were that increased
donations have allowed us to add the new programs
introduced at the meeting and noted above.  In addition,
those increased funds collected in the past few years are
being put to use on special one-time projects such as
setting up the new decontamination station, purchasing

additional landing monitors under DNR cost-share
grants, and, potentially, contributing to walleye
fingerling stocking, depending on 2017 test results and
DNR allotments. The presentation materials from PLA,
and financial statements, can be found on the PLA
website pelicanlakesassociation.org.

The members present were asked to approve, and
approved, the following recommended slate of Directors
of Pelican Lakes Association for two year terms:  New
member, Chuck Lane, taking over for Tom McGrann
who completed his terms with thanks from the
association, especially for his help in coordinating our
Beach Captain program.  Renewing members of the
Board also appointed for two year terms are: Tracy
Donovan, David Spizzo, Bob Vaughn and Craig
Norman.   The Officers confirmed by the Board at its
meeting on June 23, 2017 are: Craig Norman, President;
Jodi Billy, Vice President; Tracy Donovan, Secretary.
The Treasurer role is currently vacant (those duties are
being performed by Craig Norman); the position is
expected to be filled soon. 

The meeting wrapped up at 11:00 a.m. with a thank you
to everyone who attended and the distribution of the last
few hundred seedlings for planting in our precious
watershed.
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A Pelican Lakes’ Beach Captain has a goal to increase
visibility of the lake association and build community
around the lake. Beach captains introduce themselves to
property owners in their designated lake areas and share
information with each contact.  They will assure that the
Pelican Lake Association (PLA) has your latest contact
information. This will make sure you receive the
newsletter, know our website address for voicing
concerns and sharing good news, as well as sharing our
project status reports from the membership dues and
financial support given to us.  

There are thirty five beach
captains around Pelican
Lake and Little Pelican to
help serve you. Some
have been in their
positions for many years.
The Beach Captain
program started in 2003
with the idea that neighbors
on the lakes would be served
best if they knew one another
better and could have a
neighbor/friend with whom to talk about common lake
issues and if need be to take them to the PLA Board of
Directors for discussion. 

What do beach captains have to share?

Testimonials:
We host an annual Piney Way labor day weekend happy hour for
our neighbors. We were new to the street 3 years ago and wanted a
meet and greet for the neighborhood.  It's good to get to know each
other so you can help each other out or just wave hello to new
friends!  Cathy Buggy, Piney Way 

Every year I do a neighborhood name, address, phone and email
list update listing of all families and email this to each family so if
there is a disaster such as a gas leak or storm all could be
contacted.  When walking or by phone many neighbors ask about
if they have paid their PLA dues or what to do with the Zebra
mussels they have picked out of the lake or even what PLA is doing
to improve fishing on the lake etc.  I try to answer from information
from the PLA newsletters or from the PLA meetings which I do read
and attend.  I am happy to report that most of our 16 families are

members of PLA contribute to our cause.  I do believe PLA is doing
a good job of trying to keep the Pelican Lakes healthy for all to
enjoy.   Joyce Pappenfus, Lakeview Lane 

My technique to stay connected is to email the owners on my list. I
provide the latest information and ask for updated contact
information. If a new owner comes on the lake, I reach out to them
by stopping by with a handout and my contact information. Folks
are thankful to have a resource and usually are interested in
knowing more about my family and our story. I feel united with my
neighbors in our love of Pelican and concern for its future. My best
to all my fellow Pelican Lake home owners!!   Dan Kinsella, east
side of Pelican Lake (½ mile north of public beach)

We had our annual 4th of July
picnic with all on Little Pelican
being invited. We had about
68, about 1/3 of our
neighbors. It's a time to get
caught up on how everyone
wintered, families, etc. We met

our two new cabin owners and
they got to meet their neighbors.
It is always wonderful and make
us much closer. If we need help or
see damage at a neighbors you
know who you are calling.  Good

food and good times.  
Soni Muller, Little Pelican

We became beach captains to get to know more people in the area
and to give back to the community in a small way. Fast forward five
years and two kids later and we are still loving Pelican Lake. Our
boys have adopted several friends and neighbors into the family as
“Lake Grandmas and Grandpas” and we have built lifelong
friendships. Each season the lake changes, it has been difficult to
say goodbye to some that have gone and we continue to welcome
new people with the same generosity and hospitality that we were
given. You may see us at your front door or dock asking for
permission to treat the lake near your shore, or reminding you to
keep your dues current to support the lake however most of the time
you will see us enjoying the lake with our family and we hope that
you will stop us to say “hi” and share your Pelican Lake story.
Farrah and Shaun Rowley, Nelson Bay/Breezy Bay

Interested in sharing some time as a beach captain?

Please let us know at
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org and we will give
you a call with more information.

BEACH CAPTAINS… 
HOW CAN THEY HELP YOU?
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PELICAN LAKES
Early detection and action can be very important way to control aquatic invasive species (AIS).  Pelican Lakes
Association has put in place a proactive lake survey program with a qualified lake inspection firm in 2017. These
efforts increase our ability to detect and move to remedy any new AIS infestations. This is a practice that some other
lake associations have put in place, and we will be learning more about what has been effective, and affordable,
from our neighboring associations. .  The focus is around the landing areas where trailers/boats may be gathering
or depositing vegetation. The first survey was completed in May of 2017 and has been followed up monthly. The
final survey for 2017 will be completed in September. May results detected curlyleaf pondweed in the “Breezy Bay”
area. While this is not a new location for curlyleaf pondweed detection, it was in a slightly different area within
the bay than previously treated. Curlyleaf pondweed was also detected in Jones Bay, which is a new location.
Upon further follow-up by the DNR, due to the small amount, depth and low risk location, treatment was not
necessary. Subsequent surveys did not identify any Eurasian watermilfoil or other exotic plants.  The curlyleaf
pondweed treated areas look great with abundant native plants growing and no curlyleaf pondweed present.  No
exotic plant species or zebra mussels were identified in Little Pelican. The strong support of our members makes
these proactive steps possible.

SURVEYS



Depending on where you live, the law requires that your
cabin must be no less than 75’ from the ordinary high
water level of the lake.  Yet, some of you are reading this
while you lounge in your favorite comfy chair in the
sturdy cabin built by some long-lost relative, twenty feet
from the shores of beautiful Pelican Lake.  For those of
you with cabins (or homes, as the case may be) that fail
to comply with the current zoning laws, you may be
enjoying these increasingly rare real estate features under
grandfather rights.

In the law, “grandfather rights” are referred to as “legal
nonconformities”. Legal nonconformities are those that
were legal before the relevant zoning ordinance or
amendment was adopted, in that they complied with then
existing ordinance and law. Minnesota law grants the
owners of legal nonconformities a statutory right to
continue to exist, notwithstanding changes in the law.
This right includes the right to repair, replace, restore,
maintain, or improve, but does not include the right to
expand the legal nonconformity. 

Importantly, the nonconformity must have been legal at
the time it was established, in order for the landowner of
such a property to enjoy the so-called grandfather rights.
Put another way, grandfather rights do not cover every
nonconformity; illegal nonconformities are those that
were not permitted when established.  Illegal
nonconformities may exist because a prior zoning
ordinance was not enforced as written. Unfortunately,
even though the landowner may be innocent of any
wrongdoing, the failure by the governing body (city,
county, etc.) to enforce a prior zoning ordinance does not
give a landowner the legal right to continue an illegal
nonconformity.  Despite any arguments regarding fairness
and equity, the bottom line is that there is no right to
continue an illegal nonconformity. 

Nonconformities, legal or illegal, can come in any number
of different ways.  For example, depending on where you
live, current zoning ordinances require your lot to be no
less than 75’ or 100’ wide if you live on the lake, or up to
165’ if you live off of the lake. Yet, there are many lots
that are only 50’ wide.  Another common example of a
legal nonconformity is an infraction against the current
ordinary high water level setback requirements. As

mentioned above, most current zoning ordinances require
a principal structure to be no less than 75’ from the water,
yet many cabins exist well within that range. 

From this it is easy to see when buying or selling land
with nonconformities, how important it is to understand
whether such nonconformities are legal or illegal.
Fortunately, the rights of legal nonconformities attach to
and benefit the land and are not limited to a particular
landowner. Thus, under the legal doctrine of “tacking”, if
the benefited property is sold, the new owner will
continue to enjoy the same rights.  On the other hand,
because an owner of land with an illegal nonconformity
has no such rights to convey, subsequent owners inherit
essentially a ticking time bomb and the liability for a
previous illegal nonconformity that could become an
expensive and stressful problem to fix. 

To make matters worse for the potential buyer or seller,
even if a known nonconformity was legal at one time, the
right to continue a legal nonconformity can be lost if the
use is abandoned or destroyed. Abandoning a
nonconforming use or destroying a nonconforming
structure by more than 50% of its assessed market value
are both examples of ways to lose the statutory rights of
a legal nonconformity.  

Purchasing real estate can present any number of
significant legal issues, even when everything goes right.
It is important to understand the potential pitfalls before
buying into what could be a very problematic situation
involving nonconformities.  Truly knowing whether a
nonconformity is legal or illegal, requires knowledge of

GRANDFATHER RIGHTS:
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BUYING AND SELLING NONCONFORMING LOTS AND STRUCTURES
Kurt W. Porter – Severson Porter Law
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Call Us To Find Out 
What Your Property Is Worth 

In Today’s Market

Buying or
Selling? Give

us a call today.
218.820.7355  |  sales@upnorthproperties.com  |  www.UpNorthProperties.com

both the present zoning ordinances and laws, as well as
the zoning ordinances and laws of the past.  It is necessary
for both the seller and the buyer to know these potential
problems before closing on any real estate transaction, so
as to avoid any misunderstanding, which may inevitably

lead to litigation.  Accordingly, it is always prudent to
consult with a real property attorney in addition to your
trusted real estate agent before investing in such a
significant asset.

DECONTAMINATION STATION – EARLY REPORTS
With operator training completed in July, the Pelican Lakes Association boat decontamination station at Pelican
Square has now been up and running for a couple months.  So far the usage has been good, and the process of having
boaters come, without an appointment, to have their watercraft treated according to DNR decontamination standards
is working well.  We appreciate the steps our partner Pelican Square Inc. has taken in training and scheduling staff
to be able to break away from other duties to service boaters.  Please remember as you use the station, this service is
being built in to their other duties, and the use of the wash is shared with others. Also, the services PLA is funding
(with the help of the State/County/City) are only DNR decontamination measures.  Boat cleaning beyond those
measures can be purchased by the boater.  We are already seeing some patterns of usage that will help us when setting
up staffing and operating schedules next season.  The operation is drawing attention and support from many areas,
and we can be proud of getting this important tool in combatting the spread of AIS up and running.



Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com

walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

As we move into my favorite part of the year, decisions
have to be made!  Hunt or fish?  That is the question that
many sportsman and woman have to make.  Bottom line,
they are both great sports and actually most of us try and
do both as much as possible.  The lakes are quieter, the
bugs are going away, the leaves are turning and the fish
will be starting to eat with more urgency.  The months
leading up to ice season can be exceptional fishing
months for all species.  Sometimes the way they eat
during the fall seems like they think it's their meal.  I love
fishing walleye in the fall with large red tail chub minnow
or a creek chub.  Find a steep drop off, and work the drop
in the 30-50' range with a live bait rig and one of these

chubs and you should have some action!  As that chub
comes close to a walleye, the minnow gets scared and you
can feel that quiver right up the rod.  This quiver is your
warning to be ready for the "thump"!  Once thumped,
give that fish enough time to turn it around in their mouth
so when it's time to set the hook you actually hook the
fish.  Get out there and feel the quiver!!  And catch
dinner..

WALLEYE

DAN
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Pelican Lakes Association is an active lake association, with many opportunities for members to become involved.
Board members serve two year terms and we are actively seeking people interested in learning more about those
positions as we will have openings to fill in 2018.  We also have opportunities for new participants to become
more involved as committee members in a range of activities.   

All that is required is a desire to be involved and support our activities in preserving the environmental health of the
Pelican Lakes.  If you do have experience working with local government officials or private contractors, are interested
in member communications, or have a bookkeeping background, we can use help in each of these areas.

Please let us know at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org if you would like to learn more about becoming involved.  

LOOKING FOR A WAY
TO BE INVOLVED?
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Welcome to the new members we have added this year, and hello
to everyone who has been a member in the past. For a number of
years were have been approaching 500 member donations, and
we have a great chance to cross that mark in 2017.  We are sitting
at 484 contributions with four months to go.  If you have not made
a contribution this year, or are ready to join in, please do!  You
can complete and mail in the form on the back of the newsletter
or just go on-line to our website and complete the on-line member
registration form and pay dues and make contributions through
our PayPal link. 

MEMBER
DONATIONS
– Let’s Break 500!



VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE 
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Perhaps the one of the best-
known residents on Pelican
Lake, at least for a brief time,
was the American novelist
Sinclair Lewis. By the time
Lewis showed up on the north
shore of the lake in 1926, he had
already made a name for himself
with the publication of
Mainstreet and Mantrap to name
a few.

The story of how he got to
Pelican Lake begins with a man named Robert Brooke
Hamilton. In 1920, Hamilton, a Minneapolis grain buyer
and later the owner of the infamous Deauville Club
casino, acquired 5 acres of land along the northern
shoreline of Pelican Lake. A year later, in 1921, he
acquired the remaining portion of Government Lot 2
through a sheriff's sale when the land owned by Arnold
Kalland, a Brainerd resident, went into foreclosure.
Hamilton was also a friend of Captain Billy Fawcett
who bought land on the lake and built Breezy Point
Lodge. In fact, it was Hamilton who helped Fawcett
select the site for his lodge and in the 1920s became the
casino operator of the Pelican Club at Breezy Point.

Fawcett had met Harry Sinclair Lewis at Breezy Point in
May 1926 and introduced him to his friend Bob
Hamilton. Lewis had been looking for a couple of north
woods cabins where he could work on a new novel that
would be called Elmer Gantry. Hamilton was looking
for summer renters for his property at the north end of
the lake. A deal was made and Lewis, Rev. L.M.
Birkhead, a Unitarian pastor, who was providing him
with background information on his book research,
Birkhead's wife and son Kenneth along with a Hawaiian
cook, moved in on June 3rd.

Across America's cities the "Roaring Twenties" were
going full tilt. It was a time for wine, women and song,
free flowing whiskey and wild gambling. The visitors
to northern Minnesota's Breezy Point Lodge weren't
missing out either and Sinclair Lewis was one of them.
He loved the Lodge and all it had to offer. When he
wasn't partying he was back at the Hamilton cabin
writing about Elmer Gantry.

People down in Minneapolis thought Lewis was
"roughing it in the north woods." They'd heard he was
writing his novel somewhere in a tent along a lakeshore.
That was a bit of a stretch–actually his writing was done
in a cabin with no roof. The top half of the building, at

The arrow points to the cottage on the Robert Hamilton property in this 1953 aerial view 
where Sinclair Lewis wrote part of Elmer Gantry. Photo courtesy of Bob Hamilton.

Sinclair Lewis c. 1917.



– THE ELMER GANTRY CABIN
the time, was made of canvas. A well-equipped
cottage next door was where the renters slept and
cooked with all the modern conveniences of the
time.

As fall approached Lewis began to think about
moving into winter quarters. He was getting bored
with the guests at Breezy Point and the locals were
beginning to take a dim view of his wild drinking.
In September he left Pelican Lake for good; Elmer
Gantry was half-finished. The author led a storied
life. He died in Italy in 1951 at age 65 from the
effects of chronic alcoholism.

Dr. James D. Henderson

The author thanks Bob Hamilton who provided much of the information for this article and the recollections of Lewis's niece,
Isabel Lewis Agrell from a book by John Koblas, Sinclair Lewis: Home at Last, 1981. 

Dr. Henderson is collecting information and old photos of resorts, cabins and cottages around Pelican Lake for future articles in
the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers please email Jim Henderson at

james7122@gmail.com.
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Above: Frame cottage where Lewis and his friends stayed during the
summer of 1926. Part of the cottage was on the property when Hamilton

acquired the land in 1920.

Left: Ground level view of the cabin on the Hamilton property where
Sinclair Lewis wrote part of Elmer Gantry. The structure dates to the
early 1920s. Originally the upper half of the building was covered with
a canvas tent. The 9x12 ft. building was constructed with 2x4 stud walls
covered with pine shiplap boards and set on concrete blocks. The
exterior walls on the door side and the remaining top portions have

been replaced with clapboard siding. Cabin tents were popular in north
woods resorts in the early 20th century and are still in use in some

locations today. Authors' photos.

Above: An example of a present day cabin tent.

Above: Interior view where Lewis did his writing. While the
original furniture is long gone, only a chair, desk and a period
typewriter occupy the interior of the cabin tent where Lewis

wrote in 1926. Author's photo.



PLAWEBSITE
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WWW.PELICANLAKESASSOCIATION.ORG

As we move into the Fall and Winter months please check the PLA Website pelicanlakesassociation.org for any
updates.

Our goal is to keep this site a one stop location for information about PLA and our activities. In addition to our
organizational documents and minutes of our past meetings, the site describes PLA programs and special projects.
Members can also join PLA and make dues and donations online. 

The site has content and links to great sources of information about lakes themselves, the environmental condition
of lakes, and the research and actions being taken locally and across the region to prevent the spread of invasive
species and to minimize the impacts they have on our lakes and waterways.

You will find archives of past newsletters, weather links, and more. Also provided are links to our email box
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.

We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions to keep the website useful and enjoyable for members.

VISIT US AT



COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections 

• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing

Brush Chipping • Stump Removal

Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM

Michael A. Schwarze Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

Off Sale • Grocery • Fuel - 218-562-4040

BREEZY POINT

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691
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218-692-2000

FALL CLEAN-UP
REMINDERS

You may remember we included fall clean-up suggestions in the Fall 2016 Newsletter, available for refreshing your
memory at pelicanlakesassociation.org.  A bit of elbow grease to remove vegetation from the lake so decomposition
happens without using lake oxygen can be a real help in avoiding the bait fish squeeze between warmer waters and
lower oxygen levels we have been tracking with the help of A.W. Research. We also heard at the annual meeting
this year that cleaning zebra mussels off of equipment is a good step to take.  Another key is to be sure items aren’t
moved between waters without using a lake service provider trained to limit the spread of AIS.  A link to the list of
trained service providers can be found in the AIS Activities portion of the PLA website as well.  
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The Brown headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) is a com-
mon bird found here in central Minnesota.  The Cowbird
can be found throughout the state and is summer resi-
dent for much of the state except for the far north east.
The nesting behavior is very unique for a songbird. The
Cowbird is a nest parasite laying its eggs in other birds’
nests.  The eggs are then incubated and cared for by the
host family until the birds fledge or leave the nest.
Often seen with other “blackbirds” that includes Star-
lings, Red-winged Blackbirds and Grackles during mi-
gration.  Prior to European settlement these bird
followed the large buffalo herds found on the prairies. 
The male Cowbird is about 7-8 inches tall with a black
body of iridescent with the head being brown.  The fe-

male is the same size but lacking the darker iridescent
colors mostly light brown with more streaking.  The bill
is also different from the others in this group as its more
finch like in comparison to the Starling. It can be iden-
tified by its sound, being a gurgling liquid “glug-glug-
glee” or a high pitched metallic rattle. There are two
other Cowbird species the Bronzed Cowbird (Molothrus
aeneus) and Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)
both have limited ranges in Florida and South West
United States. 

At one time large herds of Bison roamed the grasslands
and prairies of the Midwest and plain states.  These large
herd animals were very nomadic as they continued to
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be on the move to find new or better grazing areas.  The
Cowbird followed the Bison across the open landscape
eating any insects or seeds that got uncovered.  During
the nesting season the Cowbird evolved into being a nest
parasite laying its eggs in other bird nests as they con-
tinued to follow the Bison.  The birds couldn’t stay
around to build a nest or incubate eggs and raise their
young.  Over time as more and more land was cleared
for farming and cattle the Cowbirds have adapted to fol-
lowing cattle instead of the Bison that were hunted al-
most to extinction.  

Cowbird eggs now have been documented in over 200
host species including many Endangered and Threat-
ened bird species that are in decline.  I was hired to trap
and remove the Brown headed cowbird for the Kirtland
Warbler Recovery Project in Michigan.  Brood para-
sitism by Cowbirds were significant in the decline of the
Kirtland Warbler (Setophaga kirtlandii) to the extent that
the population fell below 2,000 birds!  The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service initiated a large scale trapping pro-
gram to help reduce the number of Cowbirds in Kirtland
Warbler Habitat.  Now with habitat management and
Cowbird control the Kirtland Warbler has greatly in-
creased and now is nesting in WI for the first time. 

A single female Cowbird can lay up to 30 eggs per sea-
son typically one per host nest, so a single bird can have
an impact on potentially 30 different birds and nests.
Cowbird eggs have been found nests as small as a hum-
mingbird to larger nest of raptors.  Once the Cowbird
lays its eggs it hatches a few days earlier then the host
eggs.  With the Cowbird chick being much larger it sim-
ply gets most of the food and even sometimes pushes
the host young out of the nest to guarantee its own sur-
vival. Do birds have any defensive or have adapted to

brood parasitism?  Some birds have such as the Ameri-
can Robin (Turdis migratorius) now can recognize cow-
bird eggs and are big enough to toss the unwelcomed
eggs.  The Yellow Warbler and the many other small
songbirds are very susceptible to nest parasitism but this
warbler has been known to build over the existing nest
and start a new clutch of eggs.  The Cowbird is a native
bird and is protected by several federal laws.  Happy
Birding!

Judd Brink, is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the
Brainerd Lakes area.  MN Backyard Birds provides
birdscaping for home owners and businesses to attract
and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was re-
cently featured on Kare 11 news with Belinda Jensen
and MN Bound with Ron Schara.  For more informa-
tion about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation
visit the website at birdminnesota.com or email us at
info@birdminnesota.com

Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!

Judd Brink - Owner/Guide 
Web: birdminnesota.com 
Email: info@birdminnesota.com 
Cell (218) 838-4784 
https://www.facebook.com/birdminnesota/
like us and follow us   



On the weekend of July 1–2
members of the Pelican Lake Yacht
Club held their 50th annual regatta
on Pelican Lake. This year's
commodore Jonathon Archerd
hosted the event. In recognition of
the 50th anniversary a special Chase
Race around Gooseberry Island was
held on Saturday afternoon. All

boats were handicapped so the race began with
staggered starts with the idea that all classes would
finish about the same time. On Sunday, the annual races
commenced at 11 am. Following a break for lunch, the
last 2 races finished in the afternoon.

The list of finishers in the Gooseberry Island Chase
Race were: 

1st place- Skipper Bill Etmund with Paul Arnesen as
crew in a "C" Scow; 2nd place- Skipper Mark Hodder
with Susan, Abby & Alan as crew in a "C" Scow; 3rd
place-Skipper Larry Martini with Kath & Margo as crew
in a "C" Scow; and 4th place- Dave Jones & crew in a
Catalina 16.

In the 50th Annual Regatta race held on Sunday, July
2nd the finishers were:

"C" Scow Class
1st place- Josh Newsome, 2nd place-Fritz Archerd, 3rd
place-Jim Freytag, 4th place-Mark Hodder, and 5th
place-Bill Etmund

Open Class
1st place-Wade Vogt in a Catalina 16; 2nd place-Platt
Hubbel in a Lightning; 3rd place-Doug Johnson in an
"E" Scow; 4th place-Mark Henderson in a WindRider
17 trimaran; and in 5th place-John Curry in a Jeanneau
Sun 2000.

At 6 pm all PLYC sailors and friends celebrated their
victories and wild stories under sail at the Commodore's

party held at the Archerd cottage on Lincoln Point.
Trophies were awarded to Captains finishing in the first
3 places. The winner of the Open Class received the
Jackie Becker Archerd Traveling Trophy and the winner
in the "C" Scow class took home the Burnham Yates
Memorial Traveling Trophy. Bill Etmund received the
Thomas Pansing, Sr. Memorial "C" Scow Anchor Award
for last place. The Commodore's Wheel was passed on
to Mark Hodder who will be serving as the 2018
Commodore and Mark Henderson was selected as the
2019 Commodore.

A book detailing the 50 Year History of the Pelican Lake
Yacht Club 1967–2017 was available for sale at the
party. Edited by Bill Etmund & Jim Henderson, the
book is available for purchase for $30 dollars with free
shipping. Contact Bill Etmund at bill@etmund.com.
More information and photos from the 2017 PLYC
Regatta can be found on Facebook at   
https://www.facebook.com/Pelican-Lake-Yacht-Club-
298581235228/.

PELICAN LAKE YACHT CLUB
CELEBRATES ITS 

50TH ANNIVERSARY
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Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

No bait necessary!
We offer a variety of 

delicious fish & seafood! 
Walleye, Shrimp, Scallops & More!
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218-568-4630
PequotLakesSanitation.com

• Flexible Seasonal Service

• Dependable & Friendly

• Local Family Owned Business

• Additional “Big Haul” Service

• Rates & Services to Fit Your Lifestyle

• Now Offering Recycling in Many Areas
of Pelican Lake

Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican Lakes served by this organization? 
Would you like to see your photo on the cover of a future newsletter? 

Please share by using our website email at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org, leaving your contact
information, and the PLA Newsletter Editor, Susan Koering will contact you.

PHOTOGRAPHY



Maintenance Free u On Whitebirch Golf Course u Single Family Living
Resort Membership u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center u Shuttle Service
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For more information and correspondence use the website email at 

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org
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ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address. 

Pelican Lakes 
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to 
PLA with your dues.

New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25 Make Checks Payable to:
Loon Membership: $50 PLA
Eagle Membership: $100 P.O. Box 823
Pelican Membership: $200 Nisswa, MN 56468

BECOME A MEMBER

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Name

Spouse

Permanent Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Lake Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

E-mail

Big Pelican                                       Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)


