SPRING WELCOME EVENT
Breezy Point Ace Hardware
Saturday, May 5th • 9:00-Noon
See page 15 for details

MISSION STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.
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LETTER FROM THE

PRESIDENT
So, thanks for all you do in supporting PLA, and to the
PLA Board and our partners in making our programs
work for the benefit of our beautiful lakes.

Welcome to the first of our three seasonal newsletters.
Pelican Lakes Association is ready to roll with
another year of activity and education to promote the
environmental health of the Pelican Lakes of Crow
Wing County.

The Board asked me to address a personal note
regarding my role. The Normans will be setting
2017 was the start of several new programs. With the up home in the south, and for us that means saying
great start we are having to our 2018 member dues goodbye to Pelican Lake, PLA and our lake friends
and additional donations, we will be in good shape to and neighbors. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time
with PLA learning about our lakes and working with
continue them through this year. Thank you.
so many great people who care about them so much.
Among those new programs, you will read more in
this edition about the walleye fingerlings stocked in All the best to each of you,
the fall, with DNR and PLA funds, and our continuing
Craig Norman
monitoring of the fisheries.
Outgoing PLA President
Another new program was our tree distribution. This
year white spruce seedlings will be available at the
event on May 5, 2018, Breezy Point Ace Hardware
parking lot. Details included in the pages ahead.
We have again received a significant grant of hours
through Crow Wing County for landing monitors
and for staffing the boat decontamination station we
established at Pelican Square. The City of Breezy Point
is again serving as our local government sponsor to
receive and disburse the county funds. This allows us
to manage our landings and decontamination staffing
independently from the county-wide programs. All of
those partners deserve our appreciation and support.
We will again have water quality testing and in-thewater surveys of the landing areas performed by our
contractors for better near term and longer term insight
into the health of the lakes. Check out the website
- pelicanlakesassociation.org - for our annual water
quality report.

COMPLETE TREE CARE

• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

As I hope you saw in our year end summary, PLA
received a special one-time gift in 2017 that we will
apply to projects to support the health of the lakes, in
consultation with environmental firms and government
offices. Stand by for more detail as we identify and
select the projects enabled by this generous and
thoughtful gift.

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze
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Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

LETTER FROM THE ACTING

PRESIDENT
The PLA Board is saddened by Craig Norman’s
resignation and leaving the area. Craig has served on
the PLA Board since 2013, first as Treasurer and then
as President since July 2016. Craig has donated many
hours to our organization in bringing the association
to the electronic age with QuickBooks, working
on website issues, streamlining the membership
lists, fixing accounting problems, and strengthening
relationships with our partner organizations. His
leadership will be missed by all. Thank you Craig!

full time job of 28 years I have found life on the lake
is where I was meant to be. As an AIS Detector and
working with numerous boards in my work life I feel
I can lead the PLA through to our annual meeting on
June 30, 2018. It takes a TEAM working together to
make our lakes the best for all our members/property
owners and visitors.
I thank all those stepping forward and taking on
additional responsibilities. We are a TEAM!

We have a wonderful team dedicated to our PLA Susan Koering
mission of preserving the quality and health of our Acting PLA President
Pelican Lakes. I have been the newsletter editor since
January 2017 and have found working with the current
board a privilege. Upon my recent retirement from a

MISSION
MINI STORAGE
218-692-2000
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BUTTERFLY

RELEASE

The City of Breezy Point is having its
annual butterfly release at Pelican Woods Cemetery

Saturday, July 21, 2018 at 11:00 am.

The cemetery is on Ski Chalet Road, about a block west of CR 11 (at the end of the airport runway).
Traditionally there is the presentation of arms by the Pequot Lakes Color Guard,
a short program of about 15 minutes at the gazebo by the waterfall in the center of the cemetery,
and then about 200 monarch butterflies are handed out to those who have reserved them.

SMALL DONATION OF $10.00 EACH
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WATER QUALITY UPDATE
Sarah Fogderud, A.W. Research Laboratories, Inc.

The Pelican Lakes Association has conducted yearly
Trophic Status Index (TSI) Monitoring on Pelican
and Little Pelican Lakes since 2000. In 2017, our lab
collected samples again at 3 sites on Pelican and 1 site
on Little Pelican Lake. A big thank you to Joe Hampl
for assisting us with the sample collection!

Pelican is stable over time, the deeper samples taken
in August tell a slightly different story. In August
2017, we saw twice as much phosphorus at the lowest
depth of the lake than was observed in August 2016.
Phosphorus appears to be building up in the lower
depths of Pelican Lake priming the pump for greater
internal loading and declining water quality over time.

The sampling that we do involves collecting water
samples at each site along with a Secchi disk reading
to measure the water clarity. The water samples are
then analyzed at our laboratory for total phosphorus
(a nutrient needed for plant and algae growth) and
chlorophyll-a (a plant pigment and indicator of algae
levels in the lake). These measurements are combined
to calculate the Trophic State Index (TSI) of the lake.
The water quality in both Pelican and Little Pelican
Lakes is generally very good and remaining stable
over time.

So where does this phosphorus come from and how
can we stop it? A large source of phosphorus is from
runoff. Pelican Lake has a small watershed relative to
its size that is primarily privately owned. This means
that the land-use practices of private property owners
both on the lakeshore and within the watershed can
have a major impact on the water quality of Pelican
Lake. Keeping forested land forested is the number
one thing that we all can do to protect our lakes. The
canopy cover provided by trees slows rainfall and
their deep roots soak up nutrients. Keeping a natural
This summer we collected additional samples at the shoreline can also make a huge different in slowing
deepest hole to check out the nutrient levels at the runoff and allowing phosphorus to be soaked up by
lower depths of the lake. We did this is August 2016 native plants before it can reach the lake.
and February 2017 as well. In the late summer and
late winter, the dissolved oxygen at the lower depths I will be giving a full water quality update at your
becomes depleted resulting in a nutrient release from Annual Meeting on June 30th. Please be sure to attend
the bottom sediments – a phenomenon known as to learn more about your lake and what you can be
“internal loading”. While the regular monthly samples doing to help.
taken at the surface show that the phosphorus in

PELICAN LAKES
2017 SURVEYS SUMMARY
Pelican Lakes Association partnered with Central
Minnesota Aquatics, Inc. during 2017 to search for
aquatic invasive species (AIS) such as Eurasian
water-milfoil, curly-leaf pondweed, starry stonewort
and zebra mussels within Pelican and Little Pelican
lakes. Approximately 500 acres of Pelican Lake was
surveyed with the presence of curly-leaf pondweed and
zebra mussels being noted, no Eurasian water-milfoil
or other exotic species were identified. Approximately
111 acres of Little Pelican Lake was surveyed with
no exotic species being identified. An Exotic Plant
Species Survey Report summarizing the surveys

was provided in November 2017 to Pelican Lakes
Association. Even though Eurasian water-milfoil and
other AIS can thrive and infest most any area of a lake,
areas under and around docks and boat lifts are high
risk introduction and establishment sites. Central
Minnesota Aquatics was a true partner in protecting
our lakes by providing additional survey services at
no charge during June in several of these high risk
areas and again in late October following the removal
of docks and boat lifts. No additional AIS or exotic
plants were identified.
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PELICAN LAKE

WALLEYE STOCKING
Jim Nickel, Director & PLCC DNR

Very soon the water temperature will be hitting 45
degrees which will be the start of our annual walleye
spawning in our lake of 8,253 acres with a depth of
104 feet. Just imagine if you were a walleye at the
beginning of your life. You enter the world as a tiny
egg left on a gravel bed in a shallow water part of the
lake. It is here that your parents carefully selected
to scatter you and roughly 70,000 of your brothers
and sisters before leaving you and returning back to
the deeper water of the lake that they migrated from
for the spawning. You will grow up quickly and
without the help of your parents. At this stage you are
developing inside your tiny egg, which has settled into
the sediments for about two to three weeks depending
on water temperature. After hatching, you are not a
strong swimmer and at the mercy of the wind which
will carry you in the shallow water. You do your best
to absorb proteins from a yolk sac located near your
belly for the next couple of weeks as you continue to
grow and gain strength.

Lakes Association. You spend the next two to three
years growing to about fourteen inches and feeding on
other fishes such as minnows and yellow perch that
the cormorants have not eaten. If only the DNR would
help our survival by implementing a reduced limit and
a slot size. This would bring the lakes test netting back
to the planned 8 – 10 range per lift from the low 4
range these past few years.

In the spring, as the ice begins to thaw on the lake and
the water temperature warms to 45 degrees, it is time
for you to return to the shallow waters of your early life
to complete the cycle of a precious walleye in Pelican
Lake. Again, with the help of the DNR and smart
fisherman, you will live to be 10 years old and more
than 20 inches in length. Special regulations can be
very effective for many walleye objectives including
maintaining adequate numbers of spawning fish,
spreading harvest across more anglers, and increasing
catch rates. It is much more fun fishing when you catch
a nice walleye, take a quick picture and return it to the
After your yolk sac disappears you must go out and water, then to catch nothing, especially for the younger
search for food. You still are not a good swimmer, so generation.
for the next couple of weeks you feed on tiny plankton.
You are in competition with the zebra mussels for these
precious plankton. You also engage in eating small
insects. After a month or two, you have grown to the
size of a human finger. You are now a strong swimmer
and you also have a set of teeth. The name of the game
now is eat or be eaten, you are a true predator. You
also come into contact with the 3,900,000 Mississippi
Strain growing walleye fry that the DNR have stocked
into the lake from the Pine River. Competition for food
continues to increase as by fall you have grown fast
and reach about six inches. You grow sensitive to light
and have likely moved to deeper, cooler water.
At this point you meet more competition, yes, the
115,000 fingerlings that were stocked in October by
the DNR along with fingerling stocking by the Jim
Lewis Memorial Stocking fund matched by Pelican
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AIS EDUCATION

AIS DETECTORS ARE AVAILABLE ON OUR LAKES: We are privileged to have 5 of the 121 certified
AIS Detectors trained in 2017 by the University of Minnesota Extension and the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive
Species Research Center (MAISRC). Certified are Dr. Art Weaver, Lindy Jo Johnson, Carrie Ruud, Jodi Billy and
Susan Koering. AIS Detectors respond to potential invasive sightings reported to the DNR. They are assigned
to go to sighted areas and take samples for the DNR of potential new invasive species. To be credentialed as an
AIS Detector one needs to take eight hours of continuing education and serve in twenty-five volunteer hours
annually. Thanks to our team of detectors! A new course started on March 21, 2018 which is an independent
online six unit course followed by one local in-person workshop. One local in-person workshop is scheduled
for Friday May 18, 2018 in Brainerd. There is still time to participate. Check it out at www.AISdetectors.org.
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR: In viewing back to the Spring 2010 PLA newsletter there had already been
noted sightings of Eurasian water milfoil in Crow Wing County in lakes Ossawinnamakee, Kimball, Ruth,
Upper and Lower Mission, and Bay Lakes Since 2014 added were lakes Emily, Mary by Emily, MN, Long/
Tame and Clearwater by Deerwood, White Sand, Pine and Pine River upstream to Pine Lake to Crosslake.
Once we have an infestation – it’s too late. What one can watch for: Note the number of leaflet pairs.

EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS/TOOLS: Many educational sessions/tools are being made available for AIS
detectors, boat inspectors and the public to make sure we manage our lakes. Start by checking out our website
at pelicanlakesassociation.org/
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ANATOMY OF A
CONSTRUCTION DEFECT CASE

By: Kurt W. Porter, Severson Porter Law

The import of selecting a reputable contractor from
the beginning of any construction project cannot be
overstated. Any construction project, whether it is a
simple remodel or a whole new build, will be stressful.
A good and reputable contractor will relieve some or
a lot of that stress; the other kind of contractor will
exacerbate it. We are fortunate to have several very
reputable builders in our area (and not to name names,
but some of whom are our neighbors on County Road
3).

mediation, etc.) as well as the long term plans if the
matter is not resolved in the near future (inhabitability
of the building may require alternative lodging,
issues converting a construction loan to a standard
mortgage, and general litigation issues). On occasion,
the contractor is not willing to negotiate. Or, if you
are really unlucky, your contractor cannot afford to fix
their mistakes. Either way, sometimes the only way to
resolve the problem is through the court system.

3. Start the Lawsuit. Suing another person is often a
scary thing for people. It feels to them, I think, that
they are getting in a rollercoaster; once the ride starts
it is impossible to get off until its end. There are
elements of truth to this notion (think, res judicata, for
those who took Latin), which is why it is important to
try to work out an agreement before litigation. But
sometimes the best and only way to resolve an issue
with a contractor is through the court system. When
forced into litigation, think of it as the first step toward
1. Talk to Your Contractor. No matter how “wrong” ensuring a resolution of the issue with your contractor.
your contractor is, it is almost always advisable to try to A resolution that can be obtained at any time the parties
sit down and have a “heart-to-heart” with them before mutually agree.
jumping to the next level. Talk to your contractor about
your concerns, point out the problems, and ask them 4. Get your Experts. With the lawsuit is commenced,
to tell you how they intend to fix those problems. If and if a resolution is nowhere in sight, the next step
the contractor is receptive and agrees to address your is hire experts to support your claims. Depending on
concerns, put it in writing and have everyone sign it. the severity of the alleged defects, it may be necessary
This is beneficial to both parties. And while we certainly to hire a structural engineer or it may be necessary to
do not recommend rolling over on the issue, do not get hire one of those reputable contractors you wished you
too hung up on paying a little “extra” to get the project had hired at the outset. Or, it may be necessary to hire
finished. Fixing problems early may cost you a little both. The reputable contractor can also provide an
more in the short run, but litigation is, without a doubt,
Crosslake | Baxter | Crosby
more costly financially and emotionally.
But discerning the “good” from the “bad and the ugly”
can be tricky. Many intelligent people have been
duped by savvy contractors who are better at making
the sale than building the house. If you discover that
you are one of the unfortunate souls who hired the
“other” kind of contractor, here is a “broad-strokes”
overview of how issues with your contractor may be
resolved.

2. Talk to Your Lawyer. If the contractor does not
cooperate do not wait to talk to an attorney who
has experience in construction defect cases. This
is important not only to preserve all the claims that
you may have against the contractor, but also to help
facilitate an early resolution. Again, an early resolution
is often the most cost effective. Your attorney
should walk you through the short term plan aimed
early resolution (demand letter, estimates for repair,
9

estimate of the cost to complete the project as originally
intended and agreed upon. Different situations call for
different experts. Trust your attorney on selecting your
experts; it is not enough for them to be knowledgeable
and/or experienced. A good expert must be able to
convey complex issues to a panel of laypeople who
know nothing about construction.
5. Discovery and Mediation. The next step in any
construction defect matter is discovery, which is
attorney-speak for “exchanging information”. The
parties will exchange at least one (if not several) volleys
of document requests, interrogatories (questions), and
depositions. Once the attorneys feel they have enough
information, the parties will often engage in mediation.
Nearly every judge will require the parties to engage
in mediation, and for good reason. Once a lawsuit is
commenced, there are only two ways it will end: either
(1) the parties decide the outcome through settlement;
or (2) the judge or jury decides the outcome. Invariably,
the former is preferred over the latter.

6. Trial. All litigation must end somewhere. If the
parties do not settle the case themselves, then, a judge
or a jury must “settle” it for them. The trial process
is an emotionally and financially draining one with
no guaranty on the result. Good facts and good
preparation can swing the pendulum of probability in
your favor, but there is never a way to guaranty around
a rouge jury or the inexperience of a judge.
The litigation process in a construction defects case
– or any civil law matter – is complex and subject to
myriad of procedural and evidentiary rules. Just like
any construction project, the litigation process will be
stressful, but an attorney experienced in construction
defect cases can relieve some or a lot of that stress.
Hopefully you never experience the pains of a bad
contractor, but if you do, an early approach to fixing
the problems may be the difference between sitting
in your new home (or porch, or whatever the project)
enjoying the lake, and sitting in a courtroom arguing
the fault of your contractor.

Adult Townhome

u Maintenance Free
u On Whitebirch Golf Course
u Single Level
u Resort Membership
u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center
u Shuttle Service

For more information or a tour, call 218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes
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INVASIVE BIRDS
By Judd Brink Owner/Guide MN Backyard Birds

The topic of aquatic invasive species has been a very sensitive issue for several years, especially for lake home
owners. The introduction and spread of Eurasian Milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), Zebra Mussel (Dreissena
polymorpha) and Tiny Water Flea (Bythotrephes longimanus) has changed the water quality and recreation
on some of our natural lakes in the area. Do you know the area is also home to these non-native birds: the
European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) and the English/House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)? They have had a
significant impact on our native birds particularly cavity nesting birds. With education and awareness we can
help minimize their impact on our native birds that we appreciate and enjoy in our backyards. Currently there
are nine non-native or invasive species occurring in the United States.
  
Let’s review two of the most common non-native species the European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) and the
English/House Sparrow (Passer domesticus).
European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris):
The Starling was released in New York’s
Central Park around 1890. The bird is now
found in every state in most major cities. The
starling is about robin size but very dark in
overall appearance. In spring the bill turns
bright yellow along with its feathers being
more iridescent in shades of green and purple.
The starling can be easily identified in flight
by its short but rapid wing beats and squared
tail. During the winter season they are very
fond of heated water baths and often travel
in small groups. Also they can be seen in
fruiting trees in late winter picking at what
is left over from the fall migration. When
visiting bird feeders the starling will most
likely be the most dominant bird. Readily
eats most seeds and suet but prefers anything
that is out of the shell like sunflower hearts,
peanuts and corn.
The biggest issue with the starling occurs
during the nesting season for many of our
native birds. The starling is very aggressive
and will take over nesting boxes or any
natural tree cavity. There is some competition
between starlings and cavity nesting birds like
the Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes
erythrocephalus) and American kestrel
(Falco sparverius). Both of these cavity
nesting birds are in the decline.
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English/House Sparrow (Passer domesticus):
Again like the Starling the Sparrow was brought and released
in New York around 1851. Has a very similar distribution
in being abundant in most major cities of higher human
populations. A medium sized sparrow is about five inches.
Males and females differ with males having a black throat.
Adult birds have darker shades of brown on top and lighter
grays and tans on chest with a white wing bar. They are
less likely to visit feeders in heavily wooded areas that are
a good distance from town or a farm. They will consume
most seed types, so trying to avoid a certain seed or mix will
be difficult. Starlings and Sparrows can be seen together in
more agricultural areas.
The Sparrow is most likely to have a greater impact on
nesting birds near our homes especially if we provide
houses for Eastern Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) and Purple
Martins (Progne subis). Once they become established
it’s very difficult to remove them, in fact it may require
some trapping. Sparrows will remove Bluebird eggs and
nestlings from the nest. It will be important to keep an eye
on the houses this spring as they usually adopt and take over
a box just before the birds return.
The best way to manage for these two non-native bird species
in our backyards is through awareness and education and
taking the necessary actions to help reduce their impacts.
Try not to let them get established in the first place, if
nesting remove and keep the nest box door open for a few
days or wait until the birds return. Happy Birding!
Judd Brink, is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd Lakes area.  MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news with
Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara.  For more information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation
contact me at (218) 838-4784 or email me at info@birdminnesota.com.

WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
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VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE
The peninsula, known as Lincoln Point, projects in an
eastward manner from the southern portion of Pelican
Lake. Originally granted to the Northern Pacific
Railroad by the United States in 1864, a little over 100
acres of this land was acquired by a group of fifteen
men and one woman from Lincoln, Nebraska in 1902.
The group established a corporation known as the
Pelican Lake Outing Club and sold shares of stock to
the incorporators. Cabin building began in 1904. Over
the following decades many of the original structures
were torn down and new ones built. At present
the oldest continuously occupied PLOC cottage
remaining on the Point appears to be the Hall-Harley
house. Located on Lot #3, a cabin was first built on the
property by George Bissell. After Helen and N. Ray
Hall purchased the property in 1926, Mrs. Hall had the
place torn down (apparently she didn’t like it) and the
current house built in 1928.

The front of the house faces south towards the
lakeshore in this 2017 view. Author’s photo.

Appearance of the Hall-Harley house in 1947 after it was
bought by Zella & Burks Harley. The house is sited along its
north-south axis and sits at an angle to the lakeshore.
Photo courtesy of Janet Harley.

A fieldstone and concrete footing supports the 36 ft.
square house. A tall rock and concrete chimney rises
up on the building’s east side. The front steps on the
south side consist of a rock bed capped with a concrete
slab. Glass windows enclose the original screen porch
on the lakeside. Now, with a finished knotty pine
interior, the floor still has a slight slope towards the
lake belying its original use as a porch that once served
as a public tearoom (more on that later). The living
room and stone-faced fireplace serve as a focal point
on the main floor. Behind the living room on the north
side of the first floor is the dining area and kitchen.
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Lake stones comprise the fireplace surround.

– THE HALL-HARLEY HOUSE
by Dr. James D. Henderson

When the house was built a door off the kitchen on
the east side led to a screened-in area with a door that
opened directly onto the front porch. Visitors could
park in the back and enter the porch area without
walking through the rest of the house. Stairs lead
from the northwest corner of the living room to four
bedrooms and a bath on the second floor. Originally
the second floor was open space with sheets hung to
separate the bedrooms. The south facing shed-style
dormer provides ventilation and additional light to the
bedrooms.

arrived on the bottom of Pelican Lake during the last
glacial period some 12,000 years ago. It certainly is
the oldest thing on Harley’s beach.
Ray Hall was in the real estate and insurance business
in Lincoln, Nebraska. He and his wife Helen had three
children–Raymond, Paul, and Julia. The Halls did
not interact much with their Pelican Lake neighbors,
though they seemed to socialize with lots of other
people, for there often were several cars parked behind
their house. They owned the house from 1927 to 1944
when the PLOC requested they sell their stock in the
corporation. It was discovered, quite by accident, that
they were operating a tearoom on their porch during
the summer. Some PLOC women were having tea one
day in a tearoom on Lake Edward and overheard some
non-PLOC women talking about how there was a great
tearoom on Pelican Lake. When they inquired where
it might be they discovered it was on Lincoln Point
very close to where they lived! Just how long this had
been going on was not known. Mr. Hall would set up
card tables and folding chairs on the screen porch for
the visiting ladies and his wife would charge for the
tea service.

An unusual feature on the beach in front of the house
is a strangely marked rock that was hauled up from
the bottom of Pelican Lake near Gooseberry Island.
The Harley’s tell the story this way – “ Around 1931
the previous owner N. Ray Hall and his daughter Julia
were sailing by the island when Ray spotted the rock
through the clear water. He immediately wanted it so
they sailed back to the house and came back to the
site with their powerboat. Apparently the water was
shallow enough near the island that they could get out
and lift the rock into the boat and take it back to their
beach. There it remains to this day, just where they
dropped it, in front of the low concrete block retaining
wall that runs across the beach separating the yard The Halls sold the house and their shares of PLOC
from the sand.”
stock to Ena Beghtol in October 1944. Ena and her
husband Karl were from Hastings, Nebraska where he
The stone is comprised largely of a type of compressed had a law practice. They had two children, Karl, Jr.
sandstone known as greywacke. The quartz veins and Beatrice.
create striations some think are reminiscent of a
Masonic cross. It is a sedimentary stone and likely The Beghtol’s owned the house for three years and
then sold to Zella and J. Burks Harley in September
1947. The Harley’s were from Lincoln where he
owned and operated Harley Drug Company, a Rexall
pharmacy originally established by his grandfather.
Ownership of the house then passed to son Tom and
his wife Janet. Tom and Janet resided in Omaha where
he practiced dentistry for many years. Sadly Tom
passed away in 2015, but his legacy lives on through
Janet, their children and grandchildren. Today the 90year old house still remains in the Harley family.
Dr. Henderson is collecting information and old photos
of resorts, cabins and cottages around Pelican Lake for
future articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or
information you’d like to share with our readers please email
Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.
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SPRING WELCOME EVENT
AND SEEDLING DISTRIBUTION

Like last year there is no charge for the trees and
protective cages, as you will do your part by planting
and caring for them in the Pelican Lakes watershed.
(You can see a map of the watershed on the “About
Our Lakes” tab of our website). White Spruce and the
planting instructions will be available at the event and
can be found on the website as well.

For the second year in a row we will be distributing
seedlings at our Spring Welcome Event. For members
and neighbors who want to learn more about PLA and
who can help us keep the forests in our Pelican Lakes
watershed growing strong, this years’ event will be
Saturday May 5th from 9-noon. We will set up in the
parking lot of the Breezy Point Ace Hardware store at
the northwest corner of County Road 11 and Highway 4.

We will have some nice PLA takeaways and
informational items for visitors, as well as coffee and
rolls for those stopping by bright and early. There will
be Board members present, and a number of Beach
Captains as well, to say hello and answer any questions
you may have of us.

The PLA will be distributing seedling trees that we
purchased from Crow Wing County Soil and Water
under its great program to promote the forests. Trees
provide numerous benefits to the environment. They
will help reduce surface water runoff from storms, thus
decreasing soil erosion. They increase ground water
recharge and reduce the number of potentially harmful
chemicals transported to our lakes. They create an
ecosystem to provide habitat and food for birds and
other animals, all adding to the beauty and recreational
enjoyment of Pelican Lakes.

Creative

Please stop by to meet and greet and leave with some
trees to help keep our lakes beautiful and thriving!

Buying Or Selling – Contact Jerry!!
“Your Connection To Pelican Lake
& The Lakes Area”

Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

Jerry Moore
REALTOR®

jerry@lakeplace.com
Cell: (218) 330-3334

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com
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DON’T MOVE A

MUSCLE

David Slipy, Board Director

hours available from mid-June thru Labor Day. This is
the period of time when we have the most out of town
boat traffic and invasive species maturing.

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is working hard to
make the title of this article a reality. We have used the
funds received from Crow Wing County to have trained
inspectors at the ramps as much as possible. For many
years we have added association funds to the pot to
lengthen the time we have inspectors assigned. PLA
has funded the decontamination unit at Pelican Square.
We’ve worked closely with the team at Pelican Square
to have someone available to clean a boat coming or
going from any of the nearby lakes, not just Pelican.
In order to make the best use of the funds available
and ensure we are there when it is most needed, we are
making some changes this year. Regarding inspections
at the ramps, we will only be there on weekends from
opening of fishing to mid-June. Past experience has
taught us that it is critical that we have more inspection

Regarding the decontamination unit, PLA will
supplement the staff at Pelican Square by having
a person at the unit every Saturday & Sunday from
11:00 am until 4:00 pm from mid-June thru Labor Day.
Pelican Square will service the unit as needed on week
days. We hope these changes help stop the spread of
invasive species, but of course we need everyone’s
help and cooperation to make this work.
Invasive species are a tremendous threat to our area
and we all need to do our part to stop them coming into
our precious lakes.

Mmm...

Be the envy of
your neighborhood

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com
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ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!
Consolidating Services Saves You Time & Money

www.lalawncare.net
• Mowing Services • Yard Clean Ups • Fertilization & Weed Control • Dock & Lift • Landscaping All Types
• Sprinkler Systems • Pruning & Trimming • Pressure Washing • Painting & Staining • Tree Work
• Snow Plowing • Beach Maintenance • Mosquito & Tick Spraying • Pest Spraying • Gutter & Roof Cleaning
• Interior Cleaning • Window Cleaning • Woodchips and Mulch • More!
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WALLEYE

DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

9287 Anderson Road , Lake Shore, MN 56468
Spring will come. It’s hard for some to imagine as not
too long ago we had 10 more inches of snow atop 3’ of
ice. Some sun rays, some wind and rain and the open water
will appear! As an avid turkey hunter, I can actually wait
for the open water fishing season to arrive. My new Larson
FX 2020T fishing boat isn’t due for arrival until May 1st, so
until then it will be “turkey time”! As many of you know,
we are experiencing an influx of the wild turkey and it is a
good thing in my opinion. It’s a sport for all ages. I have
always believed that it’s the greatest shooting sport for the
youth. You’re out there as things are starting to come alive
in the woods and the sights, sounds and smells can really
hook a person on the outdoors. Even if you don’t want to
shoot a turkey for the dinner table, you will get a kick out of
all the vocalization. Yelps, purrs, clucks, gobbles, cackles,
putts all come out of the turkey’s mouth. “Talking turkey”
with a mouth call, box call or any other type of friction call

is so fun. When you get the big old gobblers attention from
a mile away and he comes right to your lap, you’ll think
it’s the greatest thing. And the kids will think it’s even
better! There is no minimum age for youth to turkey hunt
(check regulations), and as long as you can layer them up a
bit so the recoil of a 20 gauge turkey load doesn’t rock them
too much, it’s all good. Grill ‘em, smoke ‘em, roast ‘em
or be your creative self, you’ll like wild turkey. It is about
as good for you as food can get. If you’d rather fish, I say
get the crappie sticks out because spring can be a blast up
in the shallows of about any bay on the lake. Load up your
ultralight rod with some line, put on a tube jig or Puddlejumper and add a float of some type. Put on your polarized
sunglasses and start scanning the shallows. Once you find
them, there should be plenty! Enjoy spring! I wish you all
a happy and successful opening day (whether it be turkey
hunting or fishing).

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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LITTLE PELICAN
VELIGER TESTING 2017

Bob Vaughn, Board Director

Crow Wing County has contracted with RMB
Environmental Laboratories, Inc. for lab analysis to
determine the present/absence of microscopic Zebra
Mussel offspring (called ‘veligers’) in lakes like Little
Pelican where the presence of Zebra Mussels has not
been detected. These veligers are the precursor to
a full zebra mussel infestation. We appreciate PLA
supporting this early detection process for Little

Pelican. In July, samples were taken as directed
from three sites in Little Pelican. The three samples
were comingled into one sample and submitted for
analysis at no charge to PLA. The results came back
negative!! Yea!! The next testing will be the summer
of 2018. This is just one example of how with the
support of the Pelican Lake Association we can be
vigilant in watching for invasive species.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican Lakes served by this organization?
Would you like to see your photo on the cover of a future newsletter?
Please share by using our website email at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org, leaving your contact
information, and the PLA Newsletter Editor, Susan Koering will contact you.

Does your house need a new family?

We can find them.

218.820.7355

www.UpNorthProperties.com
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PELICAN LAKE

CORMORANTS YEAR 2018

Jim Nickel, PLCC - PLA Fisheries / DNR

The growing population of double-crested cormorants
on Pelican Lake Gooseberry Island has grown to over
500 nesting pairs or around 1,000 adult cormorants. The
real concern is that past history shows the population is
close to doubling every year. The trees on the south end
of the island have been destroyed. The growing smell
and potential water pollution is on the mind of many
of our lake residents. Gooseberry Island owners have
applied for a culling permit from the US Department
of Agriculture Fisheries and Wildlife Services with
support from Pelican Lake Conservation Club, Pelican
Lakes Association, Lake Edward Association, Mission
Lake Association, Horseshoe Lake Association, and
Ossawinnamakee Lake Association. This culling is
planned to take place in early May. It was two years
ago that 454 adult nesting cormorants were culled on
Pelican Lake.

ecology is changing due to aquatic invasive species,
especially zebra mussels who consume zooplankton
… a necessary food for walleye fry to eat and grow.
Each bird eats about one pound of fish per day. They
prefer slow-moving schooling fish in the one to fourinch range.

Tom Cooper, regional chief of the Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Migratory Bird Program, said the first step in
regaining permitting authority deals with depredation
related to human health and safety, damage to
aquaculture, damage to private property and concern
for nesting species crowed out by the cormorants.

Oh yes, walleyes need this same fish to feed on
and grow as cormorants. In 2017 the DNR stocked
3,900,000 walleye fry. The DNR along with the Jim
Lewis Memorial Fund and Pelican Lakes Association
spent around $56,000 for 115,000 walleye fingerlings
in our Pelican Lake. We all need to support this
investment and growth of these walleyes the very best
that we can this year and in coming years. Pelican
Lakes Association and the Pelican Lake Conservation
Club is committed to improving our lakes fisheries
working with and supporting our lakes resident’s
fisheries needs. I strongly recommend that Pelican
Lake Residents should become members of both
associations and be involved in the objectives of both
Pelican Lake associations.

Another type of depredation authority would be to kill
the cormorant fish-eating birds on lakes where they are
believed to be hurting fish populations. U.S. District
Judge John Bates of Washington, D.C. has indicated
that a stronger biological foundation needs to occur
before this type of permit would be generated. Alleged
cormorant damage has been studied on three big
Minnesota walleye lakes – Mille Lacs, Vermillion and
Leech Lake - the birds have been hunted by permitted
sharpshooters on many other water bodies, including
Lake Waconia, Wells Lake in Rice County and Pelican
Lake in Crow Wing County.
From 2004 to early 2016 Minnesota killed 19,200
cormorants on aquaculture depredation permits.
According to recent scientific estimate, the state is
home to 15,421 nesting pairs. It is not easy to tell if
fish-eating cormorant colonies make a given lake less
productive for game fish-especially when a lake’s
22

PLA WEBSITE

As we move into the Summer months please check the PLA Website pelicanlakesassociation.org for any updates.
Our goal is to keep this site a one stop location for information about PLA and our activities. In addition to our
organizational documents and minutes of our past meetings, the site describes PLA programs and special projects.
Members can also join PLA and make dues and donations online.
The site has content and links to great sources of information about lakes themselves, the environmental condition
of lakes, and the research and actions being taken locally and across the region to prevent the spread of invasive
species and to minimize the impacts they have on our lakes and waterways.
You will find archives of past newsletters, weather links, and more. Also provided are links to our email box
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.
We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions to keep the website useful and enjoyable for members.

VISIT US AT

WWW.PELICANLAKESASSOCIATION.ORG

Proudly Serving the
Lakes Area since 1993
218.963.0431
requests@bradowdock.com
www.BradowDock.com

Bradow Dock Service strives to serve
the Brainerd Lakes Area with excellence.
In addition to installing and removing
waterfront equipment, we also offer a
variety of services such as canopy cleaning
and storage, dock and lift sales, and
equipment maintenance. Please let us know
how we can best serve you.
You can count on us to do the job right.
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Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Car Wash • Fuel - 218-562-4040

CM
CM

CM

Central Minnesota

ROLL-OFF

Central Minnesota

ROLL-OFF

218 568 4630

218 568 4630

•
•
•
•
•
•

Flexible Seasonal Service
Dependable
& Friendly
Call
218-828-1473
Local Family Owned Business
and
talk
Additional
“Big
Haul”trash
Service with us!
Rates & Services to Fit Your Lifestyle
Dependable
Service
NowFriendly
Offering Recycling
in Many Areas
of Pelican Lake

with competitive pricing.

218-568-4630
PequotLakesSanitation.com

Providing special attention to our 4-legged friends
Rolloff Services Available
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION OF CROW WING COUNTY

ANNUAL MEETING
June 30, 2018 • Breezy Point City Hall • 9:00 - 11:00 A.M.
COFFEE AND TREATS
*GUEST SPEAKERS*
DOOR PRIZES
PLA UPDATES
ANNUAL BUSINESS
ANNUAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
(In that order!)

* REALLY IMPORTANT UPDATES FROM:
SARAH FOGDERUD
– A.W. Research Laboratories, Inc.
NICHOLAS PHELPS
– Director of the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center at the U of M
Join us for what should be an informative and fun meeting.

8:00 am - 7:30 pm | Everyday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm | Holidays*
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COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

Providing the best in home entertainment,
automation, and lighting control systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas
DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM 218-330-4140
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Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes

Name

P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Permanent Address

ASSOCIATION

Spouse

City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.
Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Big Pelican

Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please subscribe
using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsletter/
or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the
Pelican Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org
and follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent
address changes for one year. Therefore, to
continue receiving PLA mailings, remember to
keep PLA informed of your current address.

