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PLA ANNUAL MEETING
JUNE 30, 2018 • 9:00-11:00 A.M.
Door Open at 8:30 A.M. • Breezy Point City Hall

MISSION STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic organization committed to preserving the
quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.
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LETTER FROM THE

ACTING

PRESIDENT
Have a wonderful summer with the well-deserved
warm weather. We have two awesome lakes! Once
again, thank you for your support and remember
we need volunteers in a variety of positions. Your
involvement will make our lakes that much better! It
can be FUN!

It sure has been a busy time for all of us going from
a long winter to jumping into summer weather with
hardly any springtime. The PLA has been meeting and
working for you. Please be sure to attend our June 30th
Annual Meeting at the Breezy Point City Hall. It is
one meeting not to miss for the information and the
meeting-up with your neighbors.

Included in this issue is an update on our 2nd Annual Susan Koering, Acting President
Welcome Event which involved the distribution of Pelican Lakes Association of Crow Wing County
1,600 white spruce seedlings, our AIS Inspector
schedule with a photo of our inspectors, and a briefing
on the May walleye stocking. Also included are
articles by Dr. Jim Henderson, Judd Brink, Dan Eigen,
and Mark Severson.
The Beach Captain program is being revised with
some new beach captains joining. An orientation was
held on June 9, 2018 with the distribution of areas to
be covered. Many areas around the lake do no have a
beach captain. We need about eight more volunteers to
fill these voids.
I have (along with other board members) attended
several area educational events including the Aquatic
Invaders Summit III in Minneapolis February
28-March 1, 2018 and the 4th Annual AIS Round
Table on April 28, 2018 in Ideal Corners. At the AIS
Round Table speakers shared information on the 2018
Crow Wing County AIS Plan, an update on AIS
Research, AIS (zebra mussel and spiny water flea)
effects on sports fish (e.g. walleye), and engaging
students in AIS control.

COMPLETE TREE CARE

• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

Another important event was the Pine River One
Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Kickoff on May 7,
2018. The Pelican Watershed is part of the larger Pine
River Watershed. This statewide initiative included
speakers and group sessions on Forestry, Geodiversity,
Groundwater, Habitat, and Surface Water.

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze
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Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

PELICAN LAKE

WALLEYES
Jim Nickel, Director & PLCC DNR

May culling a goal of 600 cormorants. The surprising
news is that there were only 225 birds culled this
year. It took DNR agents most of the day to get this
number as opposed to about four hours to take 450
in 2016. I would be of the opinion that due to late ice
out a number of cormorants were diverted to another
location with open water for their feeding fishing. A
potential plan for 2019 would be to have DNR agents
on the lake a late afternoon followed by an early
morning cull. This effort was supported by your lake
associations … Pelican Lake Association and Pelican
Lake Conservation Club along with the associations
from Mission Lake, Lake Edward, Horseshoe Lake,
and Ossawinnamakee Lake.

The annual April Pine River Walleye run was delayed
by lingering cold weather and ice on the water. Once
the weather warmed the walleyes were stacked at
the entrance to the river allowing, Marc Bacigalupi’s
DNR crew, to accomplish their walleye egg gathering
in a shorter period of time. The walleye egg gathering
usually takes about three weeks. This year the goal was
accomplished in ten days! The state fisheries collected
4,100 quarts of walleye eggs with an estimated 120,000
eggs per quart equaling about 375 million walleye fry.
It would be nice to have 10 million of these fry put in
Pelican Lake, but we are thankful for the 3,900,000
stocked in May. Fall electrofish testing will give us a
better feeling of our stocking results. I would like to
think that later stocking and consistent warmer water
temperatures allows for more zooplankton survival
which will then provide food for our walleye fry to
feed and grow in our precious Pelican Lake.

We all must cherish and take care of this great walleye
resource. Improved regulations would be effective
for many walleye objectives including maintaining
adequate numbers of spawning fish, spreading the
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Fisheries and harvest across more anglers, and increasing catch rates.
Wildlife Division has also been on Pelican Lake in
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MISSION
MINI STORAGE
218-692-2000
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SPRING

WELCOME EVENT 2018
The weather was ideal for our second annual Spring
Welcome Event, with highs in the low 70’s and a
beautiful sunny day. It was perfect for planting the
1,600 White Spruce yearlings (two years old) we
distributed to members and friends of the Pelican
Lakes Watershed. The small yearlings may not look
like much at first glance but they grow into a mighty
tree providing long term sustainability with multiple
benefits: wildlife habitat, biological diversity,
improved water and air quality, preservation of species
that sustains our fisheries and beautiful recreational
landscape -- just to name a few.
Like last year, there was no charge for the trees as our
members and neighbors do their part in planting and
caring for them in the Pelican Lakes Watershed. PLA
purchases the trees from a terrific seedling distribution
program of the Crow Wing County Soil and Water
Conservation District to help promote the forest and
keep our lakes clean and healthy for everyone.
While visiting with our members and guests, sharing
donuts and coffee, we learned that many of them had
great success with the White Spruce distributed in
the previous year. It is super to hear from so many
folks and encourages us to keep a very good program
moving forward. We were also able to share materials
from the DNR, Crow Wing County Soil and Water, and
Pine River Watershed Alliance, all providing a wealth
of information for sustaining and growing the beauty
of our environment. We are thankful for all who help
organize and handle the trees from purchase to planted!

Left to Right: Jim Nickel, PLA with
Rob and Nancy Chapman, Cross Lake
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AQUATIC INVADERS
SUMMIT III
Susan Koering,
AIS Detector

The 2018 Aquatic Invaders Summit III, hosted by
the Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates, was held
on February 28-March 1, 2018 in Minneapolis. All
attendees were there to continue to find solutions to
eliminating and controlling aquatic Invasive species.
We learned about new threats, current research, and
the innovative work done to date by citizens, local,
county and state governments. Threats to Minnesota
included warmer waters, floods and droughts, changes
in fish and fishing, and nutrient loading of phosphorus
and nitrogen in our lakes and rivers and AIS.

Another session of interest was the initiation of
a research project in schools. Dr. Sallie Sheldon,
Middlebury College, Vermont, coordinated efforts
with students to control Eurasian Milfoil by using
weevils (beetles). The weevils would make holes in
the milfoil stem making the stems collapse. Students
learn by asking questions, developing models, plan
investigations, analyze, interpret, use mathematical
thinking and design solutions.
As it was shared by lake association leadership
attending these sessions they feel they have no
authority on what happens to our lakes. By working
together in networking we can set some actions, get
the attention of our champion legislators and push
until we get some action. Moving into the future our
kids are our best hope.

There was time to network with those from our
neighboring lakes and around the state. I was able to
secure education funds from the Crow Wing County
Lakes and Rivers Advocates (LARA) to attend. This
gave me an opportunity to learn more as an AIS
Detector and meet and share knowledge with others.

I encourage all to participate to learn more about our
lakes!

Sessions of interest included keynote speaker Don
Shelby, former WCCO anchor speaking on “AIS in the
Changing World”. Comments shared included: there is
40% more CO2 in the atmosphere now that 100 years
ago per scientific proof; oceans have become acidified,
corals are dying, fish populations decreasing; there is
92% scientific certainty that we are altering land use.
The zones are changing from years ago as noted on
seed packets. The Antarctic is 45% warmer than its
historic temperatures. Statements to think about for
sure! A panel of presenters followed with Dr. Peter
Sorensen, Dr. Jim Cotner, and Dr. Ray Newman all
from the University of Minnesota and Michael Hoff
currently retired from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services.
Phyllis Green from Michigan Isle Royale National
Park shared that Minnesota is a leader in AIS
technologies. There are still 53 invasive species yet to
come to the Great Lakes with 13 making a significant
disruption. As of now there are 80-120 invaders in the
Great Lakes. Two treats that remain high include killer
shrimp once dropped in Duluth could take 4 years to
get to all lakes, and parasites that cause kidney disease
in shrimp. Minnesota gets 12% of the ocean going
ships.
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LAKE SURVEY
RESULTS

To be proactive and help us optimize the management
of aquatic invasive species (AIS), last year we started
a new program partnering with a private contractor
to survey areas around the Pelican Lakes landings.
Regular surveys, each spring and fall, can help us track
curlyleaf pondweed and detect new infestations of AIS.
Curlyleaf pondweed has been identified in Pelican
Lake in years past but not in Little Pelican. This year’s
initial survey was conducted May 15, 2018 and the
only exotic species identified was zebra mussels and
two extremely small patches of curlyleaf pondweed
(roughly 16 plants) in Jones and Breezy Bay area. Ten
days later on May 25 the sites were resurveyed. It was
confirmed there is no additional growth of curlyleaf
pondweed. A combination of the very late ice out and
the past product treatments have almost eliminated
the growth of the exotic plant this year. In discussing

with the DNR it has been determined that no herbicide
treatment is needed in 2018.

Our contractor has surveyed many lakes within two
hours from Nisswa. They have confirmed that all of
the lakes had significant reduction in the amount of the
curlyleaf present, in comparison to last year’s surveys.
The curlyleaf pondweed that was identified in the
neighboring lakes was also observed in a sparse and
stunted growth pattern. If next year is a more average
year with ice out, it is anticipated an increased amount
from 2018, but perhaps reduced amount from previous
years. However, we won’t know until next spring
the long-term benefit of the 2017 treatment. We are
fortunate to have the great support from our members
to help us continue this proactive approach to manage
the health of Pelican Lakes.

Creative

Buying Or Selling – Contact Jerry!!
“Your Connection To Pelican Lake
& The Lakes Area”

Inspiration for the entire Lakes Area

We want to be your design,
offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals.
We want to be your printer.
Please contact us.

Jerry Moore
REALTOR®

jerry@lakeplace.com
Cell: (218) 330-3334

218-829-7790 | Fax: 218-829-0977
1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
www.lakesprinting.com
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THE TRUST AND
THE TRUSTEE
By: Mark A. Severson, Severson Porter Law

Many lake home owners have some involvement or
experience with a trust. You may have formed a trust
on the advice of a financial advisor, attorney, trusted
friend, or your own independent research. Depending
on the specific purpose of the trust, the formation and
administration of a trust can become fairly complex.
Yet, at the end of it all, it is quite simply an agreement
by and among the settlor(s) (one making the trust) and
the trustee(s) (one who manages assets in the trust). It
is not unusual for the settlor and initial trustee to be
the same person(s). This article provides a 101 survey
of trust agreements and concludes with the obligations
of a trustee.

be canceled if it no longer makes sense or becomes
burdensome to administer.

A trust is properly understood as its own legal entity
that can “own” assets. An analogy we often provide
is that it is similar to forming a business entity (e.g.,
a limited liability company, partnership, corporation)
to hold and manage your assets. The key difference
is that a trust is specifically designed to provide
detailed instructions for whom you want to handle
your final affairs and whom you want to receive your
assets after you die. There are many different types
of trusts with clever acronyms: testamentary (created
in a will through the probate process after someone
dies); irrevocable (usually cannot be changed – most
common is an irrevocable life insurance trust or ILIT);
and revocable living trusts.

Most people choose a child or family member
beneficiary, but regardless of the person appointed, it
is essential to have a prudent mindset and be detail
oriented.

A word of caution to those who already have trusts
or are considering it – do not forget to fund it. A trust
without assets is really a shell entity that will not
accomplish anything (and the law requires a trust to be
funded). The simple reason that assets in a trust are not
subject to the probate process is because while you will
die, the trust will not. Having a new and separate entity,
like a trust, own your assets is what makes it very easy
for someone, in this case a trustee or successor trustee,
to step in and manage your financial affairs.

The trustee owes certain duties and obligations to the
trust, which are detailed under the state law under which
the trust was created (likely the uniform trust code), and
in the trust document itself. The trust is managed and
administered for the benefit and in the best interests of
the beneficiaries. This is what is known as a “fiduciary
duty”. A fiduciary duty is the highest level of duty that
one can owe to another person. It is the obligation of
the trustee to act prudently, cautiously, and truthfully

A revocable living trust is the most common trust
formed. It allows assets to be held and administered by
the trustee during the lifetime of the grantor/settlor. A
popular trend is to use a revocable living trust instead
of a will in an estate plan because, if used properly, it
can avoid the need for probate court to assist with asset
transfers after death or at the moment of incapacity. It
is also flexible as it provides the most tools to complete
one’s wishes. It is a living, breathing document that
can be amended – both the specific terms and which
assets go in or come out of the trust – or it can even

Crosslake
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in handling trust matters. Although a trustee can be
paid for their efforts, being a trustee is not easy and
requires a lot of detailed work. In naming the trustee,
the trustor has placed their trust and confidence in the
trustee.

trustee to have a trusted financial advisor. In fact, the
most prudent action of a good trustee would be to
assemble a team of advisors: a lawyer, an accountant,
and a financial advisor.

If you do form a trust, have a detailed conversation
with your attorney assessing who should be the
trustee and what that entails. Avoid fly by night dinner
seminars and marketing gimmicks when deciding
whether to enter into a trust agreement. Most of the
work for a healthy trust plan occurs after it is formed so
it is important to have an ongoing trusted relationship
with a team of advisors (lawyer, accountant, financial
advisor). An effective trust plan is not one that is done
Since the trustee has a fiduciary duty, any shortcomings, with a “set it and forget it” attitude.
which result in a loss to the beneficiary, will likely make
the trustee liable to the beneficiary. For this reason - Mark A. Severson
trustees are usually conservative in their investment of
trust funds. One common, prudent investor move for
a trustee is to do anything necessary to avoid losing
principal. Speculative investments are usually avoided
(e.g., a trustee would not be wise to invest in bitcoin).
The complexities of investment in conjunction with the
possibility of liability alone should motivate an acting
The trustee must keep good records and be able to
account for all actions; a beneficiary may question
any action of a trustee. If any questionable actions are
exposed, a beneficiary could also involve a Court to
resolve the dispute. The best advice for a trustee is to
act like someone is looking over their shoulder so that
they can defend their actions to a Judge.

Adult Townhome

u Maintenance Free
u On Whitebirch Golf Course
u Single Level
u Resort Membership
u Indoor Pool/Fitness Center
u Shuttle Service

For more information or a tour, call 218-831-1706
Breezypointresort.com/townhomes
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SCARLET TANAGER
By Judd Brink Owner/Guide MN Backyard Birds

One of the most colorful songbirds to see in the summer
is the Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea). This tropical
bird migrates from Central and South America each
spring to our neck of the woods. A bird that is often
associated with large tracts of continuous mature oak
forest. The Scarlet Tanager is a canopy bird so seeing
the flashes of red and black can be difficult high up in
trees but its short call note “chick-burr” indicates its
presence. Let’s learn more about this tropical migrant
that visits our area each year and sometimes makes a
quick visit to our backyards.

The diet mainly consists of insects found high in
the oak/pine canopy. They occasionally can be seen
“fly-catching” for small insects. They also eat some
summer fruits when available such as cherry and native
fruiting tree/shrub found within their range. These
colorful birds can also be attracted to your backyard
with orange halves, suet cakes, seed and mealworms.
Their winter diet in the tropics might include more
fruit and fewer insects.    
Tanagers, warblers and vireos are in a group of birds
knows as neotropical migrants birds that winter in
Central and South America but migrate to the U.S.
to nest. Scarlet Tanagers arrive in our area around the
2nd week in May and are generally gone by the end
of September. Their wintering area is not well known
perhaps spending time in the large coffee plantations.
While birding in Costa Rica in 1993 we did see
many tanagers.   Many of our long distance migrants
encounter deadly obstacles and hazards during their
journeys. Each year millions of birds die from hitting
window glass from residential homes and commercial
buildings along with other structures.

The Scarlet Tanager is 7 inches tall and is the smallest
of 4 species of Tanagers found in the United States.
The other tanagers include the Summer Tanager,
Western Tanager and Hepatic Tanager. The male
in spring plumage is almost neon red with jet black
wings with the female olive green with dark wings.
No other songbird has this dramatic contrast like the
Scarlet Tanager. During migration this bird may visit
bird feeders and is a real show stopper when they do
appear.   
11

Fragmentation occurs when a large tract of habitat
becomes broken up into smaller pieces. Some examples
include agriculture and urban development. In the
past large scale logging operations called “clear-cuts”
created a patch work of forest types over the landscape.
Today most of the fragmentation is occurring at rapid
pace due to the need of development. Many bird
conservation organizations are concerned with the
amount and rate that the habitat is getting converted
into other uses. A large concern is the considerable
loss of habitat found on their wintering grounds where
large scale clear cuts occur frequently especially for
cattle and coffee. Unfortunately this bird is highly
susceptible to brood parasitism in smaller fragmented
forests by the Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus
ater). A female cowbird will find nests of tanagers,
warblers and vireos to lay its eggs in leaving the host
parent to raise and care for its young. In most cases
the cowbird chick hatches first and is quite bigger so it
simply out competes the host young for food. Studies
show in smaller tracts that brood parasitism is about
70%. Look for bird friendly coffee or shade grown
coffee on the label to help conserve our birds.
Your first sighting of a Scarlet Tanager will last a life
time. I still remember the one I saw in Costa Rica.
Look for this tropical bird during the spring migration
and listen for the call note “chip-burr”. Maybe entice
it to your backyard with a piece of fruit like an orange
half, you might be in for a special treat to have one visit

your feeder. The Northland Arboretum in Brainerd is
a good place to look for them as they do nest in this
Important Bird Area (IBA). Happy Birding!
Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!
Judd Brink - Owner/Guide
Web: birdminnesota.com
Email: info@birdminnesota.com
Cell (218) 838-4784
https://www.facebook.com/birdminnesota/
like us and follow us

Judd Brink is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd Lakes area. MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news with
Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara. For more information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation visit
our new website birdminnesota.com or email us at info@birdminnesota.com

WWW.MNBACKYARDBIRDS.COM
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VINTAGE CABINS &
COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE

by Dr. James D. Henderson

On November 4, 1926, the Little’s purchased land in Section 10
from Mae Hogan who was George Douglas’s niece. Douglas was
a homestead farmer in Pelican Township who was murdered in
his cabin by a deranged itinerant, William Pierson in 1912.
On July 6, 1927 the Little’s bought lots 1 & 2 in Section 15
in Pelican Township from Captain Billy and his second wife
Antoinette. Ownership of the lots date to at least 1905 when
Ole Pederson, a bachelor Norwegian emigrant, owned the land.
Pederson sold the property in 1906 for $845 to Ace Abell, a
Minneapolis attorney, who also was Clerk of Probate Court
of Hennepin County from 1896 to 1907. Abell and his family
vacationed on the property according to a June 17, 1909 Brainerd
newspaper article. Abell in turn sold lots 1 & 2 to W. H. Fawcett in
1921 for $1000. At the time of this sale there were an undisclosed
number of buildings on the property.

Original appearance of the Little House in this circa 1940
pen and ink sketch. The prominent stonework
and staircase appears much the same as today.
Today the largest lodge-style lake home on Pelican Lake, apart
from Wilfred H. “Captain Billy” Fawcett’s home at Breezy Point
Resort, is located on Weaver’s Point. The structure dates to the
period known as the “Roaring Twenties”. The place has a storied
history.

These purchases of land and existing buildings comprised the
Little estate. The land included a parcel called Hardwood Point
(later known as Weaver’s Point). Whether the log summerhouse
on the property was built by the Little’s or earlier by Captain Billy
is unknown. What is known is that there are several features in
common between the log homes known as the Fawcett House
and the Little House that suggest a shared architect and source
of logs. Both were designed in the rustic lodge style with a Swiss
chalet influence. Both had massive stone fireplaces in the great
room. The heavy pine plank interior doors with wrought iron
strap hinges are nearly identical. Given the size of the milled pine
logs for both buildings and the infrastructure required to get them
from the forest to the building sites, it’s likely they came from the
same lumber company at roughly the same time period.
The two-story 4,109 square foot lodge style house was originally
built as a summer lake home to entertain many of the Little’s
friends as they had no children. Over the span of ninety years it
has had several owners. These include: Ralph & Minerva Little
(1927–1959), Arthur & Harriett Weaver (1959–1976), Harry &
Shirley Amen (1976–1985), John & Mary Simmett (1985–2006)
and Jeff & Mary Smith (2006–present).

Drone view of Smith Lodge on Weaver’s Point over looking
Pelican Lake. Photo courtesy of Jeff Smith.

Today the house overlooks 330 feet of sugar sand beach with 20
acres of meadowland. The rustic lodge style log structure is 72
feet long and 25 feet wide with 7 bedrooms (two on the main
level and 5 upstairs), 5 bathrooms, and a 2-story fireplace in the
great room. A gently sloping roof with wide overhangs and a
shed-style dormer over the middle of the building facing lakeside,
covers the structure. A pair of weather vanes, perched atop twin
cupolas, completes the roofline. Over the years there have been a
number of remodeling projects, however much of the basic floor
plan remains unchanged.

Ralph and his wife Minerva “Minnie” Little were Minneapolis
friends of “Captain Billy” and his second wife Antoinette. Ralph
was president of the Rex Grain Company and a Minneapolis
grain buyer. When Captain Billy opened his Breezy Point Resort
golf course in 1924, he held his first of many 10,000 Lakes Golf
Tournaments. That year Minnie Little won the women’s title. As
a championship golfer she won again in 1925, 1926, 1929, 1930
and 1932. It’s unknown whether their attendance at the 1924
tournament was the Little’s first exposure to Breezy Point Resort
that Fawcett had opened in 1921.
Captain Billy engaged the Minneapolis architectural firm of
Magney & Tusler to design his Lodge in 1924 and personal
residence, now known as the Fawcett House in 1926. The up
to 70 feet long Norway pine milled logs for the project were
provided by the Shevlin-Carpenter-Clarke Lumber Company
that were cut from the Margie and Mezpah areas northwest of
Bemidji, Minnesota.

Entrance to the house from the circular driveway is through a
door on the yard side of the property into a kitchen foyer where
the trapdoor to the basement was originally located and now has
an open stairway to the pine finished lower level. Moving forward
leads into the 14x42 ft. kitchen and dinette space. An early 1900s
Eclipse nickel-plated, wood fired cook stove, likely original to
the house, serves as a decorative piece on the north wall. The
dinette opens on to a 7x15 ft. deck leading to the backyard. The
dinette area leads into the 15x15 ft. dining room containing a
painted mahogany sideboard and matching dining room table
and chairs with several leaves expanding to serve 24 guests. A
bedroom with bathroom is adjacent to the dining room facing the
north side of the house. Entrance to the north bedroom is through
the now four-season porch, originally a screen porch. The family
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– THE LODGE ON WEAVER’S POINT
by Dr. James D. Henderson

gambling site although no records have been found to support the
claim. In 1944 Minnie bought the George Kratt property on Gull
Lake. The Pelican Lake house sat empty for several years until
Arthur and Harriet Weaver purchased it in 1959. The Weaver’s
had four boys. Walt, Art, John and Jim. They named the log
home Tau-Pa-Ne-Shim, a Native American name meaning Four
Brothers.

room and 20x25 ft. great room form
the central part of the house and
serve as its focal point. While the
clock on the fireplace chimney is
original to the house, a later owner
added the moose head. A bison head
originally occupied this spot. The
hexagon-shaped family room was
added on the lakeside of the house
by the Weaver’s and provides an
access to the front deck that runs
across the entire front of the house.
To the south off the great room,
access is gained to another porch
area now known as the “wicker
room.” It also served as a screen porch when the house was built.
The master bedroom and en suite bathroom also leads off from
the great room. Two doors on the lakeside of the bedroom open
into the wicker room suggesting that the master bedroom was
once two separate rooms.
The upper level is reached via a
staircase along the north side of
the great room. A pair of bedrooms
and a porch on the north side area is
reached from a loft that crosses over
the lakeside end of the great room
and connects to a porch and a similar
pair of bedrooms on the south side.
The lower level consists of a pine
paneled game room, bathroom and
laundry area. Basement walls are
comprised of a mixture of stone and
concrete that in some areas is over
two feet thick.
In addition to the lodge there are several outbuildings. These
include a four -car garage with a large workshop, a one room
bunkhouse known as Main Street after the author Sinclair Lewis
who erroneously was attributed to have written part of Elmer
Gantry there, a pump house (converted into a sauna), and a
functional two-hole outhouse (seldom used). A tunnel connects
the pump house to the garage.

When the Weaver’s purchased the lodge, raccoons and other forest
animals were the only things living there. Wood was rotting and
the whole structure was in disrepair. Walking through the place,
Art and Harriet’s sons discovered a trapdoor to the basement.
It was dungeon-like as they descended the stairs, not knowing
what was hiding in the darkness. There they discovered 43 slot
machines with denominations ranging from pennies to silver
dollars and they still had money in them! No one seems to know
why all those slots were in the basement. Was this the place where
Breezy Point guests came to party and gamble, hidden from the
searching eyes of the law?
Art and Harriet got to work beginning many of the repairs and
remodeling projects during the 1960s. They added the hexagonalshaped family room on the front-side of the house, built a
hexagonal platform around an oak tree on top of the bank over
looking the lake shore, improved the rock garden and stairways
on the slope down to the beach, and installed an electric, cable
operated, rail supported lift to make it easy for guests to get back
and forth to the beach.
The present owners, Jeff and Mary Smith continue to be great
custodians of this wonderful lodge home.
“A place as special as this requires constant upkeep, thoughtful
care and a good sense of humor”, say the Smith’s. For the last
11 years, Jeff and Mary have extensively renovated and restored
the original charm of this historic lodge and grounds. Interior
restorations have included refinishing natural wood floors,
complete replacement of four of the bathrooms, reconfiguring
the upstairs bedrooms and refinishing the interior wood trim
and walls. The Smith’s also replaced the heating system with a
modern dual fuel, forced air system that allowed the lodge to be
air conditioned for the first time in its history.
The Smith’s have recently repurchased an additional 20 acres of
the estate’s former property, now totaling over 40 acres. “We’re
convinced there is no warmer room than our great room on a cold
snowy night with that massive, one of kind fireplace roaring”,
say the Smith’s. “We hope to continue to be good stewards in
preserving one of the very special places in northern Minnesota
for a long time to come”.
The author wishes to thank Jeff & Mary Smith who provided much
of the information for this article and to Art & Joanne Weaver
who shared their knowledge of the history of Weaver’s Point and
the period when Art’s parents Arthur and Harriett Weaver owned
the property.

In 1935, Minnie Little’s husband Ralph was killed in a tragic auto
accident near their lake home. Rumor has it that the Little house
had some connection with Breezy Point Lodge during the 1920s
and 30s. One of the Weaver boys thought that after Ralph Little
died his spouse rented the home to Fawcett for use as an illicit

14

Dr. Henderson is collecting information and old photos
of resorts, cabins and cottages around Pelican Lake for
future articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or
information you’d like to share with our readers please email
Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.

2018 AREA EVENTS
June 9, 2018
June 16, 2018
July 1, 2018
July 3, 2018
July 3-4, 2018
July 4, 2018
July 6-7, 2018
July 7, 2018
July 14, 2018
July 10-11, 2018

July 21, 2018
		
July 27-28, 2018
July 28, 2018
July 31-August 4, 2018
August 4, 2018
August 10-11, 2018
August 11, 2018
September 8, 2018
September 15, 2018
September 17, 2018
September 27-29, 2018
September 29, 2018
October 6, 2018
October 19-21, 2018

PLCC Pancake Breakfast
Pelican Lake Conservation Club 44th Annual Fishing Contest
Arts in the Park, Brainerd
Nisswa Freedom Days Festival
Stars & Stripes Days, Downtown Pequot Lakes
American Celebration Parade, Brainerd
Lakes Area Artists Art Sale, Nisswa
Crosslake 48th Annual Fireworks Display, Original Craft & Flea Market
PLCC Pancake Breakfast
Bean Holes Days in Pequot Lakes
Annual Butterfly Release, 11:00 AM, City of Breezy Point, Cemetery
on Ski Chalet Rd, one block west of CR 11 (at the end of the airport runway)
Pine River Arts Show, the Warehouse
Pine River Summerfest
Crow Wing County Fair, Brainerd
11th Annual Chokecherry Festival, Pequot Lakes
Nisswa Crazy Days
PLCC Pancake Breakfast
PLCC Pancake Breakfast
Nisswa Fall Festival & Smokin’ Hot BBQ Challenge
Kraut Fest, Pelican Lake Conservation Club
Crosslake Days
Crosslake Kaffee Fest Bazaar
8th Annual Gull Lake Oktoberfest
Ruttger’s 33rd Annual Oktoberfest-Deerwood

BOAT AND WATER SAFETY CLASS

Boat and Water Safety Class for youth ages 12-17 Wednesday June 27, 2018 8:30 AM -2:00 PM (space limited)
Breezy Point Police Department To register: call 218-825-3442 or email Dj.downie@crowwing.us Give name, age,
parent or guardian, phone number. Sponsored by the Pelican Lake Conservation Club, the Pelican Lakes Association
& Crow Wing County Water Patrols.
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PELICAN LAKE
INSPECTORS
David Slipy, Board Director

For 2018 Crow Wing County gave us 1,440 hours for
inspections at the ramps and 200 hours for use at the
decontamination unit, which is at the Pelican Square
car wash. It is free to those who need or want their boats
decontaminated. It is not for cleanup of someone’s
boat, but strictly for decontamination purposes. You
can wash your boat there, but at your own expense.
Inspectors are at the ramps to help remind everyone
about removing weeds, water, and anything that looks
suspicious before entering or leaving the lake. They
provide an important service as we work to slow down
the spread of invasive species. So, first and foremost I
urge you to pay attention to what inspectors are telling
you. There is no question that boaters are the means by
which unwanted plants and animals are moving from
lake to lake. Secondly, I encourage you to be courteous
to the inspectors you encounter. They are there to
help all of us. Finally, for those who might think they
can ignore a directive from an inspector you need to
understand they are instructed to call a DNA official
if someone refuses to remove suspected material
from their boat or trailer. The fines for transporting an
invasive species are not insignificant.
So have a great boating season on Pelican Lake, but
please be careful about what you bring with you or
take away!

From left to right: Inspectors Dale Johnson, Cathy Johnson,
Kenny Tellock, Dave Fedor. Not pictured is John Slipy.

PROPERTY SOLUTIONS & CONTRACTING LLC
FOR ALL YOUR CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

• New Construction
• Remodels
• Additions
• Decks
• Interior/Exterior
Eddie Johnson
(P)701-361-9114 • prosolcon1@gmail.com
Licensed Contractor BC #739063
17

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!
Consolidating Services Saves You Time & Money

www.lalawncare.net
• Mowing Services • Yard Clean Ups • Fertilization & Weed Control • Dock & Lift • Landscaping All Types
• Sprinkler Systems • Pruning & Trimming • Pressure Washing • Painting & Staining • Tree Work
• Snow Plowing • Beach Maintenance • Mosquito & Tick Spraying • Pest Spraying • Gutter & Roof Cleaning
• Interior Cleaning • Window Cleaning • Woodchips and Mulch • More!
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WALLEYE

DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

9287 Anderson Road , Lake Shore, MN 56468
As we move into the summer months, it’s time to pick up
the speed. Fish can move very fast, much faster than most
people think. A lot faster than I think, that’s for sure! As
the water warms up, and the new bait hatches start to get
pushed around the lake via the wind and predators, I like to
try and get reaction bites from the fish. For walleyes, you
are going to have a hard time finding a better presentation
than a #7 or #9 Jigging Rapala. You will want to give it
a good ripping motion (2 or 3 foot aggressive raise of the
rod) and as soon as the bait hits the bottom, repeat. You
will find this to be an extremely effective presentation for
walleye. There is a bit of a learning curve, but it’s pretty
darn simple. The key is to catch a walleye or two and get
a little confidence. Color doesn’t seem to matter, but there
are people that will argue that with you all day long. It’s
the underwater walk the dog motion that really drives them
crazy, not the color. The other key to this presentation is to

make sure you are fishing a clean bottom (no weeds).
If bass are your thing, these summer months are awesome
too. Warm water makes for active fish and there is nothing
better than throwing a rubber (weed less) frog up into the
slop and watch a bass just explode on it! It’s an easy way
to fish for all ages, but make sure you are using a 30-50
pound braid so you can get a good hook set and horse them
out of the cover. I hope all of you Pelican Lakers have an
awesome season on the water.
Signing off from the turkey blind (with my mother in law),
Walleyedan

WWW.WALLEYEDAN.COM

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican Lakes served by this organization?
Would you like to see your photo on the cover of a future newsletter?
Please share by using our website email at contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org, leaving your contact
information, and the PLA Newsletter Editor, Susan Koering will contact you.
Photo below submitted by Sandy Purdue

COME SEE FOR YOURSELF

SHOWROOM/EXPERIENCE CENTER
1924 S. 10TH STREET, BRAINERD

Providing the best in home entertainment,
automation, and lighting control systems
for the Brainerd Lakes and surrounding areas
DIGITALHORIZONSMN.COM 218-330-4140
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Mmm...

Be the envy of
your neighborhood

Hwy 371 Nisswa • 963-2265 • www.SchaefersFoods.com

Does your house need a new family?

We can find them.

218.820.7355

www.UpNorthProperties.com
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PLA WEBSITE

As we move into the Summer months please check the PLA Website pelicanlakesassociation.org for any updates.
Our goal is to keep this site a one stop location for information about PLA and our activities. In addition to our
organizational documents and minutes of our past meetings, the site describes PLA programs and special projects.
Members can also join PLA and make dues and donations online.
The site has content and links to great sources of information about lakes themselves, the environmental condition
of lakes, and the research and actions being taken locally and across the region to prevent the spread of invasive
species and to minimize the impacts they have on our lakes and waterways.
You will find archives of past newsletters, weather links, and more. Also provided are links to our email box
contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org.
We look forward to receiving your comments and suggestions to keep the website useful and enjoyable for members.

VISIT US AT

WWW.PELICANLAKESASSOCIATION.ORG

Proudly Serving the
Lakes Area since 1993
218.963.0431
requests@bradowdock.com
www.BradowDock.com

Bradow Dock Service strives to serve
the Brainerd Lakes Area with excellence.
In addition to installing and removing
waterfront equipment, we also offer a
variety of services such as canopy cleaning
and storage, dock and lift sales, and
equipment maintenance. Please let us know
how we can best serve you.
You can count on us to do the job right.
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Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Car Wash • Fuel - 218-562-4040

CM
CM

CM

Central Minnesota

ROLL-OFF

Central Minnesota

ROLL-OFF

218 568 4630

218 568 4630

•
•
•
•
•
•

Flexible Seasonal Service
Dependable
& Friendly
Call
218-828-1473
Local Family Owned Business
and
talk
Additional
“Big
Haul”trash
Service with us!
Rates & Services to Fit Your Lifestyle
Dependable
Service
NowFriendly
Offering Recycling
in Many Areas
of Pelican Lake

with competitive pricing.

218-568-4630
PequotLakesSanitation.com

Providing special attention to our 4-legged friends
Rolloff Services Available
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION OF CROW WING COUNTY

ANNUAL MEETING
June 30, 2018 • Breezy Point City Hall • 9:00 - 11:00 A.M.
COFFEE AND TREATS
GUEST SPEAKERS
DOOR PRIZES
PLA UPDATES
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

* SPEAKERS:
SARAH FOGDERUD

A.W. Research Laboratories, Inc. Title: “Water Quality Update”

NICHOLAS PHELPS

Director of the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center at the U of M
Title: “From the lab to the lake: Minnesota’s fights against AIS”

JOIN US FOR WHAT SHOULD BE AN INFORMATIVE AND FUN MEETING.

8:00 am - 7:30 pm | Everyday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm | Holidays*
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PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Susan M. Koering
Acting President

Laurie Greeno

Jodi Billy
Vice President

Bob Komischke

Tracy Donovan
Secretary

Jim Nickel

Bob Vaughn

Bob Hamilton

Chuck Lane

Art Weaver
Immediate Past President
Molly Ring
Webmaster
Susan M. Koering
Newsletter Editor

David Slipy
David Spizzo
Matt Stephens

For more information and correspondence use the website email at

contact@pelicanlakesassociation.org
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