
Vintage Cabins & Cottages on Pelican Lake–The Lodge on Weaver's Point 
by	Dr.	James	D.	Henderson	
	
Today	the	largest	lodge-style	lake	home	on	Pelican	Lake,	apart	from	Wilfred	H.	"Captain	Billy"	Fawcett's	
home	at	Breezy	Point	Resort,	is	located	on	Weaver's	Point.	The	structure	dates	to	the	period	known	as	
the	"Roaring	Twenties".	The	place	has	a	storied	history.	
	
Ralph	and	his	wife	Minerva	"Minnie"	Little	were	Minneapolis	friends	of		"Captain	Billy"	and	his	second	
wife	Antoinette.	Ralph	was	president	of	the	Rex	Grain	Company	and	a	Minneapolis	grain	buyer.	When	
Captain	Billy	opened	his	Breezy	Point	Resort	golf	course	in	1924,	he	held	his	first	of	many	10,000	Lakes	
Golf	Tournaments.	That	year	Minnie	Little	won	the	women's	title.	As	a	championship	golfer	she	won	
again	in	1925,	1926,	1929,	1930	and	1932.	It's	unknown	whether	their	attendance	at	the	1924	
tournament	was	the	Little's	first	exposure	to	Breezy	Point	Resort	that	Fawcett	had	opened	in	1921.		
	
Captain	Billy	engaged	the	Minneapolis	architectural	firm	of	Magney	&	Tusler	to	design	his	Lodge	in	1924	
and	personal	residence,	now	known	as	the	Fawcett	House	in	1926.	The	up	to	70	feet	long	Norway	pine	
milled	logs	for	the	project	were	provided	by	the	Shevlin-Carpenter-Clarke	Lumber	Company	that	were	
cut	from	the	Margie	and	Mezpah	areas	northwest	of	Bemidji,	Minnesota.	
	
On	November	4,	1926,	the	Little's	purchased	land	in	Section	10	from	Mae	Hogan	who	was	George	
Douglas's	niece.	Douglas	was	a	homestead	farmer	in	Pelican	Township	who	was	murdered	in	his	cabin	by	
a	deranged	itinerant,	William	Pierson	in	1912.		
	
On	July	6,	1927	the	Little's	bought	lots	1	&	2	in	Section	15	in	Pelican	Township	from	Captain	Billy	and	his	
second	wife	Antoinette.	Ownership	of	the	lots	date	to	at	least	1905	when	Ole	Pederson,	a	bachelor	
Norwegian	emigrant,	owned	the	land.	Pederson	sold	the	property	in	1906	for	$845	to	Ace	Abell,	a	
Minneapolis	attorney,	who	also	was	Clerk	of	Probate	Court	of	Hennepin	County	from	1896	to	1907.	Abell	
and	his	family	vacationed	on	the	property	according	to	a	June	17,	1909	Brainerd	newspaper	article.	Abell	
in	turn	sold	lots	1	&	2	to	W.	H.	Fawcett	in	1921	for	$1000.	At	the	time	of	this	sale	there	were	an	
undisclosed	number	of	buildings	on	the	property.	
	
These	purchases	of	land	and	
existing	buildings	comprised	the	
Little	estate.	The	land	included	a	
parcel	called	Hardwood	Point	
(later	known	as	Weaver's	Point).	
Whether	the	log	summerhouse	on	
the	property	was	built	by	the	
Little's	or	earlier	by	Captain	Billy	
is	unknown.	What	is	known	is	
that	there	are	several	features	in	
common	between	the	log	homes	
known	as	the	Fawcett	House	and	
the	Little	House	that	suggest	a	
shared	architect	and	source	of	
logs.	Both	were	designed	in	the	
rustic	lodge	style	with	a	Swiss	
chalet	influence.	Both	had	
massive	stone	fireplaces	in	the	
great	room.	The	heavy	pine	plank	
interior	doors	with	wrought	iron	

Original appearance of the Little House in this circa 1940 pen and ink sketch. 
The prominent stonework and staircase appears much the same as today. 
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strap	hinges	are	nearly	identical.	Given	the	size	of	the	milled	pine	logs	for	both	buildings	and	the	
infrastructure	required	to	get	them	from	the	forest	to	the	building	sites,	it's	likely	they	came	from	the	
same	lumber	company	at	roughly	the	same	time	period.	
	

	
The	two-story	4,109	square	foot	lodge	style	house	was	originally	built	as	a	summer	lake	home	to	
entertain	many	of	the	Little's	friends	as	they	had	no	children.	Over	the	span	of	ninety	years	it	has	had	
several	owners.	These	include:	Ralph	&	Minerva	Little	(1927–1959),	Arthur	&	Harriett	Weaver	(1959–
1976),	Harry	&	Shirley	Amen	(1976–1985),	John	&	Mary	Simmett	(1985–2006)	and	Jeff	&	Mary	Smith	
(2006–present).	
	
Today	the	house	overlooks	330	feet	of	sugar	sand	beach	with	20	acres	of	meadowland.	The	rustic	lodge	
style	log	structure	is	72	feet	long	and	25	feet	wide	with	7	bedrooms	(two	on	the	main	level	and	5	
upstairs),	5	bathrooms,	and	a	2-story	fireplace	in	the	great	room.	A	gently	sloping	roof	with	wide	
overhangs	and	a	shed-style	dormer	over	the	middle	of	the	building	facing	lakeside,	covers	the	structure.	A	
pair	of	weather	vanes,	perched	atop	twin	cupolas,	completes	the	roofline.	Over	the	years	there	have	been	
a	number	of	remodeling	projects,	however	much	of	the	basic	floor	plan	remains	unchanged.	
	

Drone view of Smith Lodge on Weaver's Point over looking Pelican Lake. Photo courtesy of Jeff Smith. 
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Entrance	to	the	house	from	the	circular	driveway	
is	through	a	door	on	the	yard	side	of	the	property	
into	a	kitchen	foyer	where	the	trapdoor	to	the	
basement	was	originally	located	and	now	has	an	
open	stairway	to	the	pine	finished	lower	level.	
Moving	forward	leads	into	the	14x42	ft.	kitchen	
and	dinette	space.	An	early	1900s	Eclipse	nickel-
plated,	wood	fired	cook	stove,	likely	original	to	the	
house,	serves	as	a	decorative	piece	on	the	north	
wall.	The	dinette	opens	on	to	a	7x15	ft.	deck	
leading	to	the	backyard.	The	dinette	area	leads	
into	the	15x15	ft.	dining	room	containing	a	
painted	mahogany	sideboard	and	matching	dining	
room	table	and	chairs	with	several	leaves	
expanding	to	serve	24	guests.	A	bedroom	with	
bathroom	is	adjacent	to	the	dining	room	facing	the	
north	side	of	the	house.	Entrance	to	the	north	
bedroom	is	through	the	now	four-season	porch,	
originally	a	screen	porch.	The	family	room	and	
20x25	ft.	great	room	form	the	central	part	of	the	
house	and	serve	as	its	focal	point.	While	the	clock	
on	the	fireplace	chimney	is	original	to	the	house,	a	
later	owner	added	the	moose	head.	A	bison	head	
originally	occupied	this	spot.	The	hexagon-shaped	
family	room	was	added	on	the	lakeside	of	the	
house	by	the	Weaver's	and	provides	an	access	to	
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the	front	deck	that	runs	across	the	entire	front	of	
the	house.	To	the	south	off	the	great	room,	access	
is	gained	to	another	porch	area	now	known	as	the	
"wicker	room."	It	also	served	as	a	screen	porch	
when	the	house	was	built.	The	master	bedroom	
and	en	suite	bathroom	also	leads	off	from	the	
great	room.	Two	doors	on	the	lakeside	of	the	
bedroom	open	into	the	wicker	room	suggesting	
that	the	master	bedroom	was	once	two	separate	
rooms.	
	
The	upper	level	is	reached	via	a	staircase	along	
the	north	side	of	the	great	room.	A	pair	of	
bedrooms	and	a	porch	on	the	north	side	area	is	
reached	from	a	loft	that	crosses	over	the	lakeside	
end	of	the	great	room	and	connects	to	a	porch	and	
a	similar	pair	of	bedrooms	on	the	south	side.	
	
The	lower	level	consists	of	a	pine	paneled	game	
room,	bathroom	and	laundry	area.	Basement	
walls	are	comprised	of	a	mixture	of	stone	and	
concrete	that	in	some	areas	is	over	two	feet	thick.	
	
In	addition	to	the	lodge	there	are	several	
outbuildings.	These	include	a	four	-car	garage	
with	a	large	workshop,	a	one	room	bunkhouse	
known	as	Main	Street	after	the	author	Sinclair	

Lewis	who	erroneously	was	attributed	to	have	written	part	of	Elmer	Gantry	there,	a	pump	house	
(converted	into	a	sauna),	and	a	functional	two-hole	outhouse	(seldom	used).	A	tunnel	connects	the	pump	
house	to	the	garage.		
	
In	1935,	Minnie	Little's	husband	Ralph	was	killed	in	a	tragic	auto	accident	near	their	lake	home.	Rumor	
has	it	that	the	Little	house	had	some	connection	with	Breezy	Point	Lodge	during	the	1920s	and	30s.	One	
of	the	Weaver	boys	thought	that	after	Ralph	Little	died	his	spouse	rented	the	home	to	Fawcett	for	use	as	
an	illicit	gambling	site	although	no	records	have	been	found	to	support	the	claim.	In	1944	Minnie	bought	
the	George	Kratt	property	on	Gull	Lake.	The	Pelican	Lake	house	sat	empty	for	several	years	until	Arthur	
and	Harriet	Weaver	purchased	it	in	1959.	The	Weaver's	had	four	boys.	Walt,	Art,	John	and	Jim.	They	
named	the	log	home	Tau-Pa-Ne-Shim,	a	Native	American	name	meaning	Four	Brothers.	
	
When	the	Weaver's	purchased	the	lodge,	raccoons	and	other	forest	animals	were	the	only	things	living	
there.	Wood	was	rotting	and	the	whole	structure	was	in	disrepair.	Walking	through	the	place,	Art	and	
Harriet's	sons	discovered	a	trapdoor	to	the	basement.	It	was	dungeon-like	as	they	descended	the	stairs,	
not	knowing	what	was	hiding	in	the	darkness.	There	they	discovered	43	slot	machines	with	
denominations	ranging	from	pennies	to	silver	dollars	and	they	still	had	money	in	them!	No	one	seems	to	
know	why	all	those	slots	were	in	the	basement.	Was	this	the	place	where	Breezy	Point	guests	came	to	
party	and	gamble,	hidden	from	the	searching	eyes	of	the	law?	
	
Art	and	Harriet	got	to	work	beginning	many	of	the	repairs	and	remodeling	projects	during	the	1960s.	
They	added	the	hexagonal-shaped	family	room	on	the	front-side	of	the	house,	built	a	hexagonal	platform	
around	an	oak	tree	on	top	of	the	bank	over	looking	the	lake	shore,	improved	the	rock	garden	and	
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stairways	on	the	slope	down	to	the	beach,	and	installed	an	electric,	cable	operated,	rail	supported	lift	to	
make	it	easy	for	guests	to	get	back	and	forth	to	the	beach.	
	
The	present	owners,	Jeff	and	Mary	Smith	continue	to	be	great	custodians	of	this	wonderful	lodge	home.		
	
	“A	place	as	special	as	this	requires	constant	upkeep,	thoughtful	care	and	a	good	sense	of	humor”,	say	the	
Smith’s.	For	the	last	11	years,	Jeff	and	Mary	have	extensively	renovated	and	restored	the	original	charm	
of	this	historic	lodge	and	grounds.	Interior	restorations	have	included	refinishing	natural	wood	floors,	
complete	replacement	of	four	of	the	bathrooms,	reconfiguring	the	upstairs	bedrooms	and	refinishing	the	
interior	wood	trim	and	walls.	The	Smith's	also	replaced	the	heating	system	with	a	modern	dual	fuel,	
forced	air	system	that	allowed	the	lodge	to	be	air	conditioned	for	the	first	time	in	its	history.	
	
The	Smith's	have	recently	repurchased	an	additional	20	acres	of	the	estate's	former	property,	now	
totaling	over	40	acres.	“We’re	convinced	there	is	no	warmer	room	than	our	great	room	on	a	cold	snowy	
night	with	that	massive,	one	of	kind	fireplace	roaring”,	say	the	Smith’s.		“We	hope	to	continue	to	be	good	
stewards	in	preserving	one	of	the	very	special	places	in	northern	Minnesota	for	a	long	time	to	come”.	
	
The author wishes to thank Jeff & Mary Smith who provided much of the information for this article and to Art & Joanne 
Weaver who shared their knowledge of the history of Weaver's Point and the period when Art's parents Arthur and Harriett 
Weaver owned the property. 
 
Dr. Henderson is collecting information and old photos of resorts, cabins and cottages around Pelican Lake for future 
articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers please email Jim 
Henderson at james7122@gmail.com. 
	


