
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LLeetttteerr  FFrroomm  tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  
By Joan Mondale 
 
Attend the Annual Meeting  
 
Saturday, June 25th at 9:00am at the Breezy Point 
City Hall:  Guest Speaker is Paul Radomski, Sensitive 
Lakeshore Study Project Manager.   In the spring and 
summer of 2010, the Minnesota DNR conducted a 
sensitive lakeshore study of Pelican Lake. Some early 
results were reported in the Fall 2010 newsletter.   
Paul Radomski will be presenting the final report at 
our meeting.    
 
Learn about the ecosystem in your area of the lake, 
what you can do to keep it healthy, and how this 
study may impact future development around our 
lake.   
 
Please bring a friend or neighbor and join us! 
 
Volunteer Opportunities:  At the annual meeting 
we’ll also be asking for volunteers to serve on our 
board. By having new people join the group every 
year, it creates opportunities to gain new 
perspectives and fresh ideas.  Think about 
volunteering for a 2-year term!  
 
What does your lake association do?  
 
Water Quality Monitoring:  We have trained 
volunteers that collect multiple water samples on 
both lakes throughout the summer. PLA pays for the 
lab testing then shares this information with 
multiple agencies in the state.  If a resident is 
concerned about strange looking water or shoreline 
debris, PLA will assist in investigating the issue.  PLA 
alerted the community of the discovery of pollution 
draining into Pelican Lake in Breezy Point in 2004.  
 
Watercraft Inspection Monitoring: Our program is 
comprised of two parts. First we have participated in 
the MN DNR’s Watercraft Inspection Program the last 
several years. Through this program, the DNR 
provides inspection coverage at various landings 
throughout the summer months. PLA is responsible 
to pay for half the cost of the program, which can 
range from $3000 to $7500 each year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The second part of the program is managed by PLA. 
Dave Slipy has pulled together a group of volunteers 
that give 1-3 hours a week. These volunteers greet 
boaters and ask that they carefully inspect their 
watercraft prior to entering our lakes.  
 
Invasive Species Education:   PLA has worked with 
Minnesota Waters, DNR, and area lake associations to 
hold training sessions and promote awareness of 
invasive species issues and prevention techniques. 
 
Partnership Projects: PLA has coordinated several 
grants with different partners. This summer we 
partnered with the DNR and Wildlife Forever to 
sponsor two billboards highlighting invasive species 
in the Brainerd area.  Last fall we joined with Walleye 
Dan and Fleet Farm on the creation of a brochure for 
anglers that highlight the risk of invasive species. 
Three years ago we obtained grant funding and 
partnered with the Elks Camp on restoring a portion 
of their shoreline.   
 
Local & State Representation: PLA board members 
attend multiple meetings across the state. We take 
advantage of training opportunities on lake related 
issues. We serve on various committees or attend 
stakeholder meetings to provide input.  Just a few 
years ago, we met with the Governor and the DNR to 
discuss Invasive Species prevention efforts. 
 
Communications:  PLA uses several platforms to 
keep community members informed. We generate a 
newsletter 3-4 times a year, maintain a website, hold 
an annual meeting each summer as well as 
attend/present at local association meetings around 
the lake.  In addition, our Beach Captains volunteer 
their time each summer to make sure all around the 
lake are aware of the lake association and receive our 
communications. 
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WWhhaatt  ttoo  SSaayy  aabboouutt  ZZeebbrraa  MMuusssseellss??  
DNR talking points to share with your guests 
 
As we all have guests coming to the lake this 
summer, we can share the information the DNR 
provides while talking with boaters about how to 
REDUCE THE RISK of bringing Zebra Mussels into 
Pelican lake.  Here are some key points: 
 
1. Adult zebra mussels are most often transferred in 
weeds hanging on the boat or trailer. Besides 
dumping all water, ensuring no weeds are attached 
to either the boat or trailer is critical. 
 
2. Veligers or microscopic baby zebra mussels can 
often be removed by simply washing your boat with 
high pressure from a common garden hose. If the 
boat has been out of the water for a few days, any 
Veligers are probably dead. Again, dumping all water 
including water on bait is critical. 
 
 

3. If your boat has been harbored in a zebra mussel 
infested lake all attached zebra mussel must be 
removed before transportation. Washing the boat/ 
motor with hot water (car wash) is strongly 
recommended to insure that any remaining attached 
zebra mussels have been killed. Storage in 20 below 
zero temperatures will also kill attached zebra 
mussels. 
 
While these practices are essentially state law in all 
cases, we need to stress to people coming from 
known infected lakes how important these steps are 
to reduce the risk of spreading Zebra Mussels. 
 
Local area waters known to be invested with zebra 
mussels: Mississippi River, Rice Lake, 
Ossawinnamkee, Gull Lake, and Mille Lac Lake. 
 

CCrrooww  WWiinngg  CCoouunnttyy  ZZoonniinngg  CChhaannggeess  &&  SShhoorreellaanndd  PPeerrmmiitt  
 
Crow Wing County made a number of significant changes to the County's Land Use (zoning) Ordinance in 
March.   Some highlights include: 

 There is a new permit required for most activities performed on any shoreline in Crow Wing 
County.   The new shoreland alteration permit is a flat fee of $150 and can include multiple 
activities.  Stairways, retaining walls, patios, beaches (sand blankets), ice ridge & vegetation removal 
all require this permit. 

 Impervious surface coverage limit set at 25% for all zoning districts 
 Stormwater management required on all permits for riparian lots where impervious surfaces exceed 

15% 
 Shoreline buffers required on all permits for riparian lots where impervious surfaces exceed 20% 
 Setback changes: Natural Environment Lake (from 200’ to 150’), Wetland (from 16.5’ to 15’), Bluff 

(now 30’ from top, toe, and sides vs. just the top), DNR approved harbors (now: 1/2 of the building 
setback from the lake) 

 Guest cabins are now allowed (up to 700 sq. ft) 
 120 sq. ft. water-oriented accessory structure (shed) allowed by shoreline (must be 20’ from OHW) 
 Home businesses allowed in all zoning districts with a conditional use permit 
 Building on a non-conforming lot now allowed without a variance if setbacks can be met 
 160 sq. ft shed (or less) allowed without a building permit 
 Travel trailers allowed as a year-round structure with a permit 
 Allowances for more resort expansion and rebuilding of resort cabins 

 
Read more at  http://www.co.crow-wing.mn.us.   Follow the links to the Land Services department press 
releases posted on March 25 2010 for more information.  
 
For more information on these changes, please contact staff in Environmental Services at 824-1125. 
 

 
 
 

Check it out!  Significant updates were made to 
our website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org 
Thank you to Glen Young and Jodi Eberhardt! 

Maintenance Reminder:  Have a professional 
inspect and clean your septic system every 
three years to make sure it is working 
properly and keeps the lake clean! 
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WWiillddlliiffee  aanndd  HHaabbiittaatt  CCoorrnneerr  
Bill Rodgers, Minnesota Master Naturalist, BJR10375@hotmail.com 
 
As we enjoy the heart of summer there is much to 
enjoy in the Pelican Lakes area that is derived from 
plants that are in the rose family. Not only is this the 
time wild roses begin to bloom, but other plants in 
the rose family such as strawberries, raspberries and 
juneberries are beginning to bear fruit that a variety 
of birds and animals find irresistible. While we don’t 
think of these plants as similar to wild roses, they are 
closely related, an example being they all have 
flowers with sets of 5 petals. Two wild rose varieties 
grow in our area, the smooth stemmed rose we find 
in wet areas close to the shore, and the much more 
common prickly stemmed variety we find in more dry 
areas further from lakes and streams. These 
relatively simple flowers date back some 5000 years 
to China, when through cultivation and selection 
these 5 petal flowers became the basis of hybrid 
commercial roses we now find at nurseries with much 
more complex flowers. There is an edible fruit 
dimension to wild roses that occurs when the petals 
fall and small apple like balls form, these being rose 
hips that can be harvested after the first hard frost in 
the fall for teas or syrups. They are very rich in 
vitamin C with a concentration greater than that of 
oranges. 
 
July is also when wild strawberries, raspberries and 
juneberries, all members or the rose family, begin to 
ripen and tempt animals and birds as well as you and 
me! Wild strawberries are found along paths and in 
clearings in the woods and require some searching 
as the bushes are typically very close to the ground. 
While wild strawberries are not very abundant and 
quite small compared to commercially grown ones, 
wild raspberries grow quite abundantly in sunny 
open areas, especially by newly excavated roadsides 
and tend to be only somewhat smaller than 
commercial ones.  Now is the time when you will 
start seeing them along roadsides with fruit that will 
be ready from about the second week of July into 
August. Wild raspberries are excellent for toppings, 
jams, and pies or just eating as you pick them. 

A third member of the rose family found in our area 
is juneberries, (also known as serviceberries), which 
should really be called julyberries as they ripen from 
mid July into August. Serviceberries are found on 
bushes or small trees which can grow to 10 or even 
20 tall and were covered with a mass of white 
flowers in mid May before their leaves appeared. 
They are ready to pick when they turn from red to 
deeper purple. We tend to be less familiar with 
juneberries; however they are very tasty and can be 
used in jams as well as for making a delicious pie or 
tart. In midsummer these members of the rose 
family are widely enjoyed by birds and a variety of 
animals, including us if we get out at this time of the 
year and pick some for ourselves. A staple on the 
Lewis and Clark expedition was pemmican, a 
concoction of juneberries, buffalo meat and fat. 
Recipes using these wild fruits can be found in For 
Soul and Kitchen- A Wild Food Cookbook, written by 
Alma Christensen, a long time area resident known 
as the “lady of the woods”. This is indeed the time to 
get out and enjoy the fruits of summer. 
 
As always, I look forward to learning of your 
experiences and observations while you are enjoying 
the abundant wildlife in our area. Please email me 
with any interesting news or thoughts you might 
have. 
 
 

 

The April 13 Invasive Species training was a huge success!   Over 65 people attended the 
training.   Make sure your provider has been trained before they work in Pelican Lake!   
The list of trained service professionals is posted on the Minnesota Waters website:   
http://www.minnesotawaters.org/content/aquatic-invasive-species-training 

Your Help Needed:  Again this year we are 
augmenting the work of paid interns with 
volunteers to talk with boaters at each of 
the four Pelican Lakes boat ramps. Volunteers 
typically spend one or two hours per week at a 
ramp talking with boaters as they come and 
go. We are there just to remind people  
about removing all weeds, draining water, and 
dumping the water from bait buckets if they are 
coming from a known infested lake. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer or would like 
more information please contact David Slipy at 
218 562 5393 or dslipy@hotmail.com 
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LLaakkee  NNaammeedd  ffoorr  NNeebbrraasskkaa  NNaattiivvee  
By Dr. James Henderson 
 

Over a century ago 
land around Pelican 
Lake was being 
developed for 
tourists. Folks from 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
were early settlers on 
what is now known as 
Lincoln Point. The 
group was known as 
the Pelican Lake 
Outing Club. Others 
from Nebraska 
acquired land around 
the Lake as well. One 
of these men was 
Clark J. Stevens from 
the town of Ansley in 
Custer County. In 
1906 Stevens built a 

cabin on the southeast shore of Pelican Lake on a point 
of land that became known as Stevens’ Point. The point 
is identified on an early 1920s Pelican Lake map found 
in the Frederick Haeberle cabin after his property was 
sold to its present owners. Other features marked on 
this map show a small lake between Pelican Lake and 
Markee Lake now known as Stevens Lake and a platted 
parcel of land on the south shore called Stevens Park. 
As early maps were drawn, locally named features 
found their way onto these maps. Today the Minnesota 
DNR has very specific guidelines on naming geologic 
features on and around lakes and streams. 
 
Not every one gets to have a lake named for them. 
Once a small bay Clark J. Stevens, c. 1919 in the 
southeast corner of Pelican Lake, the development of a 
sand-spit slowly closed off and isolated the body of 
water that became Stevens Lake.  It was probably 
already a lake by the time Stevens built his cabin on the 
point in 1906. At about the same time Stevens acquired 
250 acres of land on the southern shore of Pelican 
Lake, a portion of which he platted in August 1912 into 
12 lots and named Stevens Park. 
 
 
 

 
The plat description indicates that C. J. Stevens 
and his wife Jennie H. Stevens were from Custer 
County, Nebraska. A detailed biographical sketch 
of Clark Stevens appears in Gaston and 
Humphrey’s History of Custer County, Nebraska in 
1919. Stevens was a merchant, banker, miller, and 
farmer. He was raised in a wealthy family in New 
York State. He came to Ansley in 1886 and was the 
town’s first banker. Retiring from the banking 
business in 1902 he established the largest 
mercantile store in Ansley. He built the first 
telephone company and electric light company in 
the town and owned two large farms in the area. 
Clearly Clark Stevens was not a poor man. It 
appears that after his second marriage to Jennie H. 
Green in 1900 they acquired land around Pelican 
Lake. Perhaps they knew of the availability of 
property in the area through possible friends or 
business contacts in Lincoln. 
 
The couple met an untimely death on April 26, 
1930 near Wichita, Kansas in an automobile 
accident while on a trip from their winter home in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 
Today Stevens Point, Stevens Lake and Stevens' 
south shore lots along Rose Lane all have fine lake 
homes built on them. Few people today are likely 
aware the man who made it all possible was a 
Cornhusker from Custer County. 
 
 

 

Membership Update:  The membership committee would like to thank the 373 members that are 
current with their membership dues.  Listed below are the Membership Categories with their 
respective numbers.  Loon ($50-$99)   76     Eagle ($100-$199)   50       Pelican ($200+)   22  
 

2010 Landing Inspection Results 
 

 The DNR inspected 1276 boats at the 
landings last summer  

 42 boats had come from infested lakes 
(mostly Gull, Mille Lacs and Ossie) 

 About 1% of the landing users were not 
familiar with invasive species 

 4.1% of the landing users were from out 
of state 

 988 hours were spent by the DNR at 
landings on Pelican Lakes 

 
We are continuing to work with the DNR to 
monitor the landings in 2011. 



 

Page 5PLA Summer 2011 Newsletter 
 

PPeelliiccaann  LLaakkee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  BBooaarrdd  ooff  DDiirreeccttoorrss  
  
Joan Mondale 
President 

(952) 412-6023 
jmondale@mondale.biz 

Roger Okerman 
Invasive Species 
 

612-719-0795 
rokerman@gmail.com 
 

Dave Slipy 
Vice President 
Landing Monitors 
 

218-562-5393 
dslipy@hotmail.com 

Rick Nolan 
Land Use  

(218) 546-6166  
nolan@crosbyironton.net 
  

San Countryman 
Treasurer and 
Membership 

(414) 481-2075 
(414) 405-0607 Cell 
Countrymanks2@aol.com 
 

Bill Hodder 
Land Use 

952-925-2047 
Sue.bill.hodder@gmail.com 
 

Tracy Donovan 
Secretary 

218/562-4085  
TracyDonovan@TDS.Net 
 

Ed Nordgaard 
Land Use 

(203) 762-2972 
engaard@hotmail.com 
 

Glen Gustafson 
Water Quality 

(218) 765-3796 
glengustafson@msn.com 
 

Bill Rodgers 
Communication 
and Wildlife 
 

218-831-8440  
BJR10375@hotmail.com 
 
 

Clyde Clement 
Invasive Species 

(218) 831-1683 
darclyde@tds.net 

Art Weaver 
Land Use 

(218) 562-4196 
weaver2aj@tds.net 
 

Beach Captains:  Kelly Anderson, (952) 238-1709, kanderson3@comcast.net 
Newsletter: Jodi Eberhardt, (612)-298-2935, jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com 
  

NNeewwsslleetttteerr  SSppoonnssoorrsshhiippss  
Pelican Lake Association is working with Lakes Area 
Printing to help us improve the newsletter.  As 
printing and mailing costs continue to increase, we 
are seeking sponsors for the newsletter. 
 
If you are an area business and wish to sponsor the 
Pelican Lakes Association newsletter, we are 
looking for sponsors at the $250/year level and 
friends at the $100/year level.   Contact San 
Countryman to start your sponsorship for 2011. 
 

2011 Newsletter Sponsors 
 
Sponsors of Pelican Lake Association 

 Become a sponsor! 
 

Friends of Pelican Lakes Association  
 Bayside Owners Association 
 Morningside Estates Association 

 

MMaarrkk  YYoouurr  CCaalleennddaarrss!!  
Pelican Lake Association 
Annual Meeting 

June 25, 2011at 9 am at Breezy Point Community Center.  Come and hear the 
DNR share the results of the sensitive shoreline study! 

2011 Summer Tour 
“Land and Water’ 

Monday, July 11, co-sponsored by the Crow Wing Basin Forage Advisory Council, 
the Leader Lions, and City of Lake Shore Stakeholders Committee.  The Tour will 
include speakers; site visits; demonstrations of best practices. 

Shoreland Transition 
Zone Expo ’11 

Saturday, August 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Deep Portage Learning 
Center, Hackensack.  Presentations and workshop on the “whys” and “how to’s” 
of shoreland and water quality preservation.  Jack Fitzgerald at 218-682-2941.  

 
 MISSION STATEMENT:  PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION (PLA) IS A DYNAMIC ORGANIZATION COMMITTED TO 

PRESERVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OF THE PELICAN LAKES THROUGH 

THE PROMOTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. 



 

eNewsletter: 
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, 
please subscribe using the following link: 
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.c
gi/list/newsletter/ or click on “newsletters” from the 
main page of the Pelican Lakes Association website 
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and follow the 
instructions. 

Pelican Lakes Association 
PO Box 823 
Nisswa, MN  56468 

Customer Name 
Street Address 
City, ST  ZIP Code 

BBeeccoommee  aa  MMeemmbbeerr  

Forwarding and Address Changes:   The 
US Post Office will only forward temporary 
address changes for six months and 
permanent address changes for one year. 
Therefore, to continue receiving PLA 
mailings, remember to keep PLA informed 
of your current address.  


