
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter From the President 
By Joan Mondale 
 

With the heavy rains in June, the lakes are 
higher than they have been in some time.  The 
water is flowing over the dam from big Pelican 
on Highway 11.  
 
The DNR will be diving this summer to look for 
evidence of additional zebra mussels.  We will 
provide an update in the fall newsletter.  In the 
meantime, we have monitors at the landing 
accesses through partnerships with the DNR, 
Crow Wing County Land Services, and 
volunteers.  Please remind your guests of the 
invasive species regulations and what they can 
do to stop the spread.   See page 8 for a 
reminder list. 
 
This issue of the newsletter is dedicated to 
summer fun on the lake – fishing, swimming, 
campfires, boating, and keeping everyone safe 
while enjoying the Pelican Lakes. 
 
Enjoy your time on the lakes this summer! 
 
Joan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• !
!
!

 

 

Pelican Lakes Association, P.O Box 823, Nisswa, MN 56468        www.pelicanlakesassociation.org 

PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION 
SU M M E R  2012 NE W S LE T T E R             

  

  INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

  Letter from the President  1 
  Boating Safety Tips  1 
  Wildlife and Habitat Corner   2 
  Muskrat Vegetation Control   3 
  Safe Firewood  3   
  Membership Update  4 
  All About Swimmers Itch  5 
  Johnnie’s Resort   6 
  Aquatic Plant Removal  8 
  Invasive Species Reminders  8 
  Contact Us and Newsletter Advertising  9 
   

 
Boating Safety Tips 

 
• Ensure that you have proper registration, 

lights, PFDs, throwable cushion, horn, and 
fire extinguisher for your craft. 

• Navigational lights are required between 
sunset and sunrise. 

• Each person on the boat must have a PFD 
readily accessible.  Children under 10 must 
wear the PFD when the craft is underway.    

• Do not exceed the capacity plate for 
number of persons and weight. 

• No person is allowed to ride on the bow, 
stern, side, or forward of any boat decking 
unless there is adequate railing. 

• Personal Watercraft:  Operators and 
passengers must wear PFDs.  Must be at no 
wake speed within 150 feet of shore.  Not 
allowed to jump the wake of a watercraft 
within 150 feet. 

• Pulling tubers through no wake areas and 
channels can be dangerous.  If a person 
falls off in front of another watercraft, 
they could easily be run over.  

Thank You! 
 
Thank you to our out-going board members: 
Roger Okerman, Clyde Clement, Bill 
Rodgers, and Joan Mondale.   PLA greatly 
appreciates your years of service and 
contributions! 
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Wildlife and Habitat Corner 
Bill Rodgers, Minnesota Master Naturalist, BJR10375@hotmail.com 
 
It’s summer in the Pelican Lakes area, a time when we enjoy the evening serenade of robins, as 
well as the cheery, happy songs of orioles, chickadees, cardinals, if you are lucky enough to 
have them in your area, as well as all the other songbirds in our neighborhood. Songbirds are 
more accurately identified as perching birds or even more technically as passerines. 

Passerines comprise about 50% of all bird species in the world with over 5000 identified species. 
Their foot has 3 toes directed forward and one directed backwards, enabling them to perch on 
vertical surfaces such as trees. Their toes are not joined and have no webbing, with their leg 
muscle containing a special adaptation for perching. It automatically tightens and becomes stiff 
if a bird starts to lose hold of the branch on which it is perching, which enables these birds to 
sleep while perching without falling off. The chicks of passerines are altricial, meaning they are 
born blind, featherless and helpless, thereby requiring a great deal of parental care. This 
explains the high level of activity we see among songbirds as they go about their job of tending 
to their young at this time of the year. Passerines lay colored eggs in contrast to other birds 
(non-passerines) whose eggs are generally white. 

Their songs are essentially territorial, communicating their identity and location to other birds, 
sometimes offering specific signals to their mate. Their songs are not to be confused with calls  
which are used for alarms and are especially important to birds that feed or migrate in flocks. 
Typically songbirds have a song pleasing to the human ear, with some capable of mimicry as 
with the mockingbird or lyrebird. Their songs are distinct and unique so that we can often easily 
identify a bird without seeing it, such as the oriole, cardinal or chickadee with which we tend 
to be quite familiar. Others are more elusive and we are less familiar with their distinct song. 
The DNR has a website with authentic bird sounds for 24 common Minnesota birds. Visit 
http://www.mndnr.gov/magazine and click on “Interactive bird songs”. With a little practice 
you will start recognizing the songs of more birds so you will know when they are in your 
neighborhood, even for some of the more shy or secretive ones who prefer to stay out of sight. 

As always, I look forward to learning of your experiences and observations while you are 
enjoying the abundant wildlife in our area. Please email me with any interesting news or 
thoughts you might have. 

 

Fishing Tips 
 
Looking for some fishing tips?   The 
Brainerd Dispatch featured Pelican Lake 
as the Lake of the Week on June 15.  
Follow the link: 
 
http://brainerddispatch.com/outdoors/2
012-06-15/lake-week-pelican-lake 
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Experimental Muskrat Vegetation Control in Little Pelican 
By Bob Vaughn 
 
The Thirty Lakes Watershed District placed 16 small floating resting platforms in Little Pelican 
Lake to the North of the public access.  These platforms are scattered in an area that has a 
growing population of aggressive dense non native cattails.  The cattails have narrower leaves 
and spikes (heads), and grow more densely than our native cattails.  They squeeze out our 
native plants, cause reduced oxygen levels, and are not as habitat friendly for our wildlife, or 
boaters as they converge on waterways and channels.  There is a healthy population of muskrats 
in the general area of that bay.  The intent is to try to entice the muskrats into these specific 
areas where they will hopefully eat and harvest this undesirable vegetation.  No additional 
muskrats are being introduced.  The intent is to determine if the behavior of the existing 
muskrats can be altered in a beneficial way.  The overall objective is to enhance native habitat, 
water quality, and navigation for lake goers.  There has been positive activity noticed, but no 
definite conclusions reached at this time.  

 
Safe Firewood 
By Charlene Gruber, Plant Protection Division, Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
 
Trees are a huge part of the landscape along the lakeshore and the surrounding community. A 
tree infested with invasive species is difficult to identify in the early stages.   The most recent 
invasive species is the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) which has killed millions of ash trees since 2002 
when it was accidentally introduced into Michigan from China. Minnesota currently has the 
largest Ash tree population in the United States.  Here are a few ways you can protect your 
trees from invasive species as much as you protect your lake: 

• Do not bring any unfinished wood product out of the EAB quarantined counties of 
Hennepin, Ramsey, Houston, and Winona Counties. 

• Don’t move firewood long distances to or from your lake home. (You typically can’t see if 
firewood is infested or not, so why take the risk?) 

• If you do need to move firewood a long distance, only buy MDA Certified firewood (look 
for the logo).  

• When you burn firewood, burn it all.  Moving firewood from place to place provides a 
vehicle for unwanted pests to move to a new location. 

For further information about preventing the spread of invasive forest pest, please visit the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture’s website at www.mda.state.mn.us and at 
SaveOurAsh.net. Please spread the word about this destructive pest! 
  
Thanks for your help in keeping Minnesota’s landscape healthy and native!! 

 

Jim Henderson is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around 
Pelican Lake for future articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have an interesting photo you’d 
like to share please email Jim at james7122@gmail.com. 
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Membership Update 
By San Countryman 
 
Great news!! We now have the largest membership number since the Pelican Lakes Association 
was formed back in 1982. Currently we have about 38% (400+) of the Big & Little Pelican property 
owners as paid up members.  Without both your financial & volunteer support PLA could not 
function as an association.  
 
We are still receiving some dues & donations. If you haven’t paid your membership for 2012 please 
consider renewing your membership now. 
 
Thanks again to all for joining or renewing your membership. After receiving your upcoming 
newsletter you might consider giving it to your neighbor or a friend & explain the benefits of 
joining PLA. 
 
We would like to keep our resident mailing list as current as possible. If you have made recent 
changes to your name, mailing address, e-mail address, phone number, or if you wish to add a cell 
phone number to our PLA database please notify us at countrymanks2@aol.com or call us at 414-
405-0607. 
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All About Swimmer’s Itch 
Source:  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

 

What is swimmer's itch? 
Swimmer's itch is a skin rash caused by a 
parasite (schistosomes) which ordinarily 
infect birds, semi-aquatic mammals, and 
snails. Common grackles, red-winged 
blackbirds, ducks, geese, swans, muskrats 
and moles have been found to carry the 
parasite. As part of their developmental 
life-cycle, these parasites are released from 
infected snails, migrate through the water, 
and are capable of penetrating the skin of 
man. After penetration, these parasites 
remain in the skin and die but can cause an 
allergic reaction in some people. The 
parasite in man does not mature, reproduce 
or cause any permanent infection. 

Who gets swimmer's itch? 
Only about one third of the people who 
come in contact with the parasite develop 
swimmer's itch. People who swim or wade in 
infested water may experience this itchy 
rash. All age groups and both sexes can be 
involved, but children are most often 
infected due to their habits of swimming or 
wading in shallow water and playing on the 
beach as the water evaporates from the 
skin. Swimmer's itch may be prevalent 
among bathers in lakes in many parts of the 
world, including the Great Lakes region of 
North America and certain coastal beaches. 

How is swimmer's itch spread? 
An individual may get the infection by 
swimming or wading in infested water and 
then allowing water to evaporate off the 
skin rather than drying the skin with a 
towel. Person-to- person spread does not 
occur. 

 

 

 

What are the symptoms of swimmer's itch? 
Whenever infested water is allowed to 
evaporate off the skin, an initial tingling 
sensation may be felt associated with the 
penetration of the parasite into the skin. The 
irritated spot reaches its maximum size after 
about 24 hours; the itching may continue for 
several days. The symptoms should disappear 
within a week. 

How soon do the symptoms begin? 
A person's first exposure to infested water may 
not result in the itchy rash. Repeated exposure 
increases a person's allergic sensitivity to the 
parasite and increases the likelihood of rash 
development. Symptoms may appear within 1 to 
2 hours of exposure. 

What is the treatment for swimmer's itch? 
There is no treatment necessary for swimmer’s 
itch. Some people may get relief from the 
itching by applying skin lotions or creams to the 
infected site. 

When can you get swimmer's itch? 
The first outbreaks usually occur in late May or 
early June. The outbreaks may last from 2 
weeks in the northern lakes to a month in the 
southern lakes. In some lakes it may last the 
entire summer. 

What can be done to reduce the chances of 
getting swimmer's itch? 

• Toweling off immediately after swimming 
or wading in infested water can be very 
helpful in preventing rash development. 

• Swim in water away from the shore. 
• Avoid swimming in areas where snails 

have accumulated. 
• Don't encourage birds to stay near 

swimming areas by feeding them. 
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Johnnie’s Resort – A Snapshot in Time 
By Dr. James Henderson 
 
Over the years the beaches on Pelican Lake have seen their share of family resorts come and go. 
Johnnie’s Resort was located on County Rd. 4 near the present Mondale and Johnson homes. The 
resort was owned by John M. Hoffman. He began operating it in the late 1940s as a seasonal 
resort. Courthouse records indicate he purchased it from Martin and Pearl Marsh on May 16, 1952 
for $5,750. 
 

 
This beach scene photo was taken on the western shore of the lake just south of Lincoln Point 
in the early 1950s.The Larson cedar strip boats were available for use by resort guests. Notice 
the outboard motor stand for storage and a “live well” for bait at the end of the dock. 

 
John Hoffman was born November 1, 1906 in Waterloo, Iowa. In 1925 he married Avis Lovella 
Bond. They lived in Waterloo along with their three sons Marion, Roy and Lyle. In the 1930s 
Johnnie worked as an oiler at the John Deere tractor factory and later at the Rath Packing 
Company. After Avis died in 1952 he became a full-time resident at the Pelican Lake resort. 
 
During the 1950s Johnnie rented part of his house on a year around basis to Raymond Stuneck who 
worked as a butcher in the Nisswa grocery store that was owned by his parents Louis and Anna 
Stuneck. 
 
According to Gary Mondale, Johnnie loved to fish and fishing likely was what brought him initially 
to Pelican Lake. The resort consisted of three small cabins and a house that had a separate 
upstairs entrance. When the resort was really busy, Johnnie would rent out his part of the house 
and sleep in a small shed on the other side of the property. The shed doubled as his tool room and 
also housed a large mangle that he used to iron the resort’s sheets. 
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Advertisement for Johnnie’s Resort in the 1949 edition of Paul Bunyan Vacationland guide. 

 
In the summer Johnnie strung up yellow lights around a croquet court on the beachside of the 
property so the guests could play after dark. Bonfires were built in a big fire pit each evening and 
camp counselors at the Elks Camp would often bring the boys over to roast hot dogs in the fire pit. 
 
Most of Johnnie’s summer guests were from Iowa. Gary recalled one particular character known as 
“the Colonel” who came every summer and spent most of his time very drunk. 
 
During the 1950s there were two channels from the lake into the bay. Johnnie would drive birch 
wood posts into the lake bottom at the entrance of the channel and hang lit kerosene lanterns to 
guide guests’ boats in and out of the bay at night. He loved to tell stories and one night as he 
passed the lanterns with a boatload of guests he remarked that once the posts got blown over in a 
storm but the lanterns stayed lit under water so they could make it back in through the channel. 
One of the fishermen on board said that was a load of crap. Johnnie replied if the fisherman would 
release five of the fish he had on his stringer he’d show him the lit lantern! 
 
During the summer kids on the beach often helped out at the resort. Johnnie kept an old metal 
pop machine on the beach and it was Susan Mondale’s (a next door neighbor girl) job to keep the 
machine stocked with glass soda bottles. 
 
Denny Gustafson, a longtime resident on Pelican Lake, owned a gas station and grocery store 
about a mile and a half north of the resort and was a good friend of Johnnie’s. Today Denny 
resides at the Woodland Acres nursing home in Brainerd. Lucille Kirkeby, a volunteer researcher at 
the Crow Wing County Historical Society, interviewed him recently. Denny said Johnnie would stop 
by his store nearly every day. On Wednesday, June 7, 1961 Johnnie didn’t show up at the store so 
Denny went to check up on him and found him dead at the resort. He apparently had died from a 
heart attack the night before. He was 54 years old. His body was taken to Waterloo, Iowa for 
burial. 
 
Gary Mondale indicated that following Johnnie’s death the resort was operated by his mother Peg 
Mondale (Peg and her husband Monte were Johnnie’s next door neighbors) until the property was 
sold on May 19, 1964 to two couples: James & Helen Lorton and Martin & Edna Swanbeck. During 
the late 1960s the resort became a haven for wild drunken parties with hippies and lots of drug 
use. The neighbors along the lakeshore did not like this at all. Finally the resort owners sold to 
Vance & June Doyle. They rented the cabins but didn’t operate it as a true resort as Johnnie had. 
Following Vance’s death in 1996, June stayed in the house for several years and then sold it to 
Jack and Jenny Johnson from Lakeville, MN. Although the original resort home and most of the 
older cabins were demolished, the Johnsons kept one 2-bedroom cabin on the property. 
 
Who knew that a photo postcard beach scene for sale on eBay could reveal so much interesting 
information? I’d like to acknowledge several individuals who contributed information that made 
this article possible including: Art Weaver, Denny Gustafson, Lucille Kirkeby, Joan Mondale, and 
Gary Mondale. 
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Aquatic Plant Removal May Require Permits 
From Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
 
Control methods which MUST HAVE a permit 

• Destruction of any emergent vegetation (for example, cattails and bulrushes). 
• Cutting or pulling by hand, or by mechanical means, submerged vegetation in an area 

larger than 2,500 square feet. 
• Applying herbicides or algicides. 
• Moving or removing a bog of any size that is free-floating or lodged in any area other than 

its place of origin in public waters. 
• Transplanting aquatic plants into public waters. 
• Use of automated aquatic plant control devices (such as the Crary WeedRoller). 
• Physical removal of floating-leaf vegetation from an area larger than a channel 15 feet 

wide extending to open water. 
 
When a permit is NOT needed -  If you are a lakeshore-property owner who wants to create or 
maintain a swimming or boat-docking area, you may cut or pull submerged vegetation, such as 
Elodea, without a DNR permit under certain conditions: 

• First, the area to be cleared must be no larger than 2,500 square feet. 
• Second, the cleared area must not extend more than 50 feet along the shoreline or one-

half the length of your shoreline, whichever is less"!
 
A boat channel up to 15 feet wide, and as long as necessary to reach open water, may also be 
cleared, through submerged vegetation. (The boat channel is in addition to the 2,500 square feet 
allowed). The cutting or pulling may be done by hand or with hand-operated or powered 
equipment that does not significantly alter the course, current, or cross-section of the lake 
bottom. Such control cannot be done with draglines, bulldozers, hydraulic jets, suction dredges, 
automated untended aquatic plant control devices, or other powered earth-moving equipment. 
After you have cut or pulled aquatic plants, you must dispose of them on land to prevent them 
from drifting onto your neighbor's property or washing back into the lake. In addition, a channel 15 
feet wide through floating-leaf vegetation (except yellow lotus, a protected wildflower) 
extending to open water may be maintained by mechanical means without a permit. Any other 
destruction of floating-leaf vegetation requires a permit. If you have questions on control 
activities that do not require a permit, please contact your local DNR office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do your part to protect Pelican Lakes by following the state aquatic invasive 
species laws!    

1. Clean visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels and other prohibited species from watercraft, 
trailers, and equipment before transporting from any water access. 

2. Drain water from bilge, livewell, motor, ballast tanks, and portable bait containers before 
leaving water accesses or shoreline property.  Keep drain plug out and water-draining 
devices open while transporting watercraft. 

3. Dump unwanted bait in the trash. 
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Pelican Lake Association Board of Directors 
 
Joan Mondale 
President 

(952) 412-6023 
jmondale@mondale.biz 

Roger Okerman 
Invasive Species 
 

612-719-0795 
rokerman@gmail.com 
 

Tracy Donovan 
Vice President 

218/562-4085  
TracyDonovan@TDS.Net 
 

David Slipy 
Landing Monitors 
 

218-562-5393 
dslipy@hotmail.com 

Ed Nordgaard 
Treasurer 

(203) 762-2972 
engaard@hotmail.com 
 

Rick Nolan 
Land Use  

(218) 546-6166  
nolan@crosbyironton.net 
  

Jodi Eberhardt 
Secretary 
Newsletter 

(612) 298-2935 
jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com 
 

Art Weaver 
Land Use 

(218) 562-4196 
weaver2aj@tds.net 
 

    
Clyde Clement 
Invasive Species 

(218) 831-1683 
darclyde@tds.net 

Bill Rodgers 
Communications 
and Wildlife 
 

(218) 831-8440  
BJR10375@hotmail.com 
 
 

Tom McGrann 
Communications 
Landing Monitors 
 

(281) 893-3977 
tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net 
 

Bob Vaughn 
Land Use 

(218) 562-4067 
rjvaughn2818@charter.net 

Carrie Ruud 
Invasive Species 

(218) 820-0779 
carrie@carrieruud.com 
 

Max Martz 
Communications 
 

(402) 239-8787 
maxbigred12@yahoo.com 

 
Beach Captains:  Kelly Anderson, kanderson3@comcast.net 
Water Quality:  (218) 765-3796, glengustafson@msn.com 
Membership:  San and Karen Countryman (414) 405-0607, Countrymanks2@aol.com 
Webmaster:  Glen Young 218) 765-3999, youngsmn@brainerd.net 

 

NEW!  Newsletter Advertising 
Beginning with the summer newsletter, 
Pelican Lakes Association will offer 
advertising to area businesses.  Advertising is 
open to anyone and the services are not 
endorsed or promoted by the lake association.  
PLA is not responsible for the claims or 
representations mae by advertisers Please 
contact jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com if you are 
interested.   

Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
$125 (1/8 page - business card size) 
$250 (1/4 page) 
$500 (1/2 page ad) 
$1000 (full page) 
all sizes include a link on our website for 
business sponsors 

 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT:  PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION (PLA) IS A DYNAMIC ORGANIZATION COMMITTED 

TO PRESERVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OF THE PELICAN LAKES 

THROUGH THE PROMOTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. 



 

eNewsletter: 
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, 
please subscribe using the following link: 
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.c
gi/list/newsletter/ or click on “newsletters” from the 
main page of the Pelican Lakes Association website 
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and follow the 
instructions. 

Pelican Lakes Association 
PO Box 823 
Nisswa, MN  56468 

Customer Name 
Street Address 
City, ST  ZIP Code 

Become a Member 

Forwarding and Address Changes:   The 
US Post Office will only forward temporary 
address changes for six months and 
permanent address changes for one year. 
Therefore, to continue receiving PLA 
mailings, remember to keep PLA informed 
of your current address.  


