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Letter from the President
Art Weaver

It has been a very slow start to the summer!
The ice finally went off the lake on May 14 and
the water temperature is at 60 degrees in the
middle of June.
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ANNUAL MEETING
SATURDAY, June 29 - open at 8:30 AM
Meeting from 9:00 am– 11:00 am
Breezy Point CITY HALL
Paul Douglas
Meteorologist
Weather Trends
Breezy Point Police
Medical and Safety Tips
DNR
New AIS Regulations
Tom Engfer, PLCC
Fishing Update
Speakers will be followed by a brief
membership meeting and board elections.
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The Common Loon

By Judd Brink, MN Backyard Birds
The Common Loon (Gavia immer) or the “great northern diver” is Minnesota’s official state bird. The
American Goldfinch was the state’s first designated state bird but was changed to the Common Loon in
1961. The Common Loon is one of five species of Loons found in North America and is the only one that
nests in the lower 48 states. The Common Loon winters in the Gulf of Mexico and immature loons spend
three-four years here before returning to nest. The other loon species are Red-throated, Yellow-billed,
Arctic and Pacific, all nesting along the Arctic or the coasts.
Minnesota has the highest Common Loon population (12,000) outside of Alaska in the United States. The
land of 10,000 lakes provides adequate habitat of clean and deep lakes for them to thrive. Having loons
on our many lakes is an indicator of how clean and clear the water is. Loons are very sensitive to any
changes in their environment; water quality is very important for them. The Common Loon also has red
eyes, which allow it to see under water. It is known for great diving depths with some measured at over
200 feet. Many of us are fortunate to live in an area where loons are commonly seen or heard during the
summer season.
The Common Loon might be one of the most vocal of all of the water birds. It can be heard throughout
the day, but is mostly known for its haunting calls during the night. The loon has four basic calls…the
yodel, tremolo, wail and hoot. The yodel is given only by the male to declare and defend its territory
from other loons. The tremolo is an aggressive call and is used when it’s disturbed. The wail sounds like
an eerie laugh and is used to find other loons nearby, so it makes sense that this is one call heard during
the night. The hoot is less obvious than the others and is generally used between adults and young.
Most loon nests are at the waters edge so they can just slide off the nest and into the water. The nest
is usually constructed by both adults with whatever is available around them, mostly reeds, grasses,
rushes and mud. Almost all loon nests are found along natural vegetative shorelines along sheltered bays,
peninsulas, islands, floating vegetation mats and constructed platforms. Loon nesting platforms are
sometimes placed at specific locations by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) or
through some lake home associations to provide better protection. Loons usually lay 2-3 eggs that hatch
about 30 days later. In June you can watch the young chicks riding on the parents back to keep dry and
safe from predators. Because loons nest so close to the water’s edge they are very susceptible to nest
failures that result from flooding or wave action. A rise of just a few inches can be detrimental to a loon
nest and waves from any powered motor craft can be deadly too. It’s very important to stay away from
marked or known loon nesting areas.
The MN DNR started a volunteer Loon Watcher Survey Program back in the early 1980’s to help monitor
loon populations on our many lakes. During the 2012 Loon Watcher season there were 392 groups who
surveyed 430 lakes in 37 counties. Survey records for Pelican Lake recorded two nesting pairs producing
only two chicks in 2012.
Since the Gulf oil spill several loons from Minnesota were captured and tagged with satellite geo locators
to track their migration patterns. To view previous loon migrations please visit
http://www.umesc.usgs.gov/terrestrial/migratory_birds/loons/migrations.html. Happy Birding.
MN Backyard Birds offers birdscaping the design, installation and service of bird feeding stations and bird
houses for your enjoyment and bird’s health. For more information about birdscaping your home please
contact Judd Brink at 218 838-4784 or by email at jb@mnbackyardbirds.com.
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Lake Learning - Water pollution and runoff

This article was written and shared by Moriya Rufer at RMB Environmental Laboratories as part of
continuing education for their Lakes Monitoring Program (218-846-1465, lakes@rmbel.info). To learn
more, visit www.rmbel.info.
Water pollution is a scary word. All it tells us is that there is something in the water that's not naturally
there. The problem is that the word "pollution" is general and doesn't tell you anything specific about
what's in the water or how it got there. Water pollution is easier to understand and prevent when
we break it down into types.
There are two overall types of pollution: point source pollution and non-point source pollution. Point
source pollution comes from a distinct source such as a discharge pipe. Non-point source pollution
comes from diffuse sources including runoff and atmospheric deposition.
Since we could fill a whole newspaper issue with information on pollution, I will limit this article to
the types of non-point source pollution that are common in runoff to our lakes and streams. These
pollutants can be divided into categories: nutrients, oil and grease, bacteria, and toxic chemicals.
Nutrients are the most common impact to lakes in Minnesota. Nutrients come from fertilizers,
detergents and soil and the most common are phosphorus and nitrogen. These nutrients wash off the
land during spring thaw and rainstorms and end up running into our rivers and lakes. When in our
lakes and rivers, they fuel plant and algae growth that can be undesirable for lake recreation.
Oil and grease come from boat motors and wash off roads and driveways into lakes and streams. Oil
forms a film on top of the water that often shows rainbow colors. This oil interferes with the surface
tension of the water. Insects such as water striders that skate along the top of the water rely on
surface tension to stay afloat. When there is oil or soap at the top of the water, they sink and drown.
Bacteria enters our waters from animal and human feces. Sometimes after large rainstorms,
swimming beaches close due to unsafe bacteria levels. Human sources of bacteria can be failing
septic systems and outhouses. Animal sources of bacteria include pets, waterfowl and animal
feedlots. What you can do is keep your septic system maintained and clean up after your pets.
Toxic chemicals include herbicides, pesticides, paint and solvents. These chemicals affect fish, frogs,
insects and aquatic plants. These chemicals should not be poured into the storm sewers. Check your
garage, many of us have chemicals just sitting around because we don’t know how to dispose of them.
Most counties have an environmental services department that can tell you how to dispose of this
waste.
To prevent these pollutants from running into our lakes and streams, be mindful of what you apply on
your lawn, leave out in your yard and street, and how you dispose of chemicals.
You can also be proactive and construct areas for rainwater to collect in your yard and get filtered
such as rain gardens and wetlands. A rain garden is a depression that contains native plants and
shrubs designed to collect and filter rainwater. It is both beautiful and functional.
A buffer of plants along the shoreline of lakes and streams will also filter runoff and other nutrients
that might otherwise reach your lake.
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Learn How Proper Septic System Care Can Save You Money
Source: Eleanor Burkett, Extension educator/specialist in water resources, U of M Extension Regional
Office, Brainerd, MN
Proper septic system operation and maintenance can save homeowners money while protecting the
environment. With proper maintenance septic systems can effectively treat wastewater for 20, 30,
or more years. Improper maintenance can lead to system failure and the need for expensive repairs
in 10 years or less. It is much cheaper to pump a septic tank on a regular basis, monitor water use,
and regulate products that go down the drain than it is to replace a septic system drain field. Properly
designed, constructed, operated, and maintained septic systems reduce the levels of fecal coliform
bacteria and nutrients discharged into our streams and groundwater. Elevated levels of fecal coliform
bacteria from human wastes are of special concern due to potential human health risks.
A free Septic System Care (Septic System Homeowner Operation and Maintenance Education, HOME)
class is being offered on the evening of Tuesday, July 9th to learn more about the proper treatment
of human wastewater. The one and one-half hour class begins at 6:30 p.m. and will be held at the Ideal
Township Hall, 35458 Butternut Point Rd, Ideal Township, MN.
The workshop is offered through the University of Minnesota Extension Watershed Education Program
and is sponsored by Whitefish Area Property Owners Association and Ideal Township. For more
information contact Eleanor Burkett, University of Minnesota Extension at (218)828-2326,
burke044@umn.edu.
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Wassena Lodge–Legacy of a Bygone Era
By Dr. James D. Henderson
Solomon “Sol” Marquis, Jr. built the oldest summer resort on Pelican Lake
on what is now called Little Pelican Lake. Marquis had arrived in the area
from Kingman, Maine when he was 18 years old. He engaged in logging for
about 20 years working for several local timber merchants. In 1898 he
homesteaded 156 acres between Pelican and Little Pelican Lakes and later
retitled the land in his wife Caroline’s name. Sol and his brothers Paul and
Alec built a cabin they called the “Billings Homestead” on a peninsula of
land now known as Lincoln Point. Sol provided assistance and served as the
caretaker for the members of the Lincoln, Nebraska folks who established
the Pelican Lake Outing Club in 1902.
During the winter of 1905 Sol and his brothers moved the Billings cabin across what is now County Road
4 to its final destination on the shore of Little Pelican. Given the topography of the land between the
two locations, moving the cabin had to have been no small feat. He expanded the original cabin and
called his new place Wassena Lodge, taking the name from the Ojibwe that means “light”. Later he
added several small cabins around the main lodge.
Over the years Wassena gained great prominence as a lodging place for guests visiting the lakes area,
and a great place to dine with lots of dancing and entertainment. In 1926 Marquis sold the lodge to
John & Myrtle Stone and built a new home on the western shore of Pelican Lake. Over the intervening
years the lodge had many owners. In 1974 Reino and Doris Martin bought the place and were the last
owners to run the lodge as a resort closing it in 1986. Doris, who lives next door to the lodge, still has
a collection of old photos of Wassena in its early days.
In March 2012, the old lodge got a new lease on life when
Lawton Cain and his wife Chris Doty-Cain purchased it. The
couple has done extensive interior remodeling including
restoration of the original floors in the lodge.

Sol Marquis’ Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake
(now Little Pelican Lake) circa 1925.
Sol built the fieldstone wall and front steps.

The lodge has hard maple plank flooring in the original lobby
area now the Cains’ living room, fir floors in the front room
over looking the lake and in the kitchen space to the rear.
Upstairs the floors are original refinished pine. The narrow
upstairs’ banister is original along with the newel post. Part of
the basement has its original poured
concrete walls and floor.
Outside, the old wrap-around screen
porch and second floor screen porch
are gone, but the original hand-laid
stone front steps and retaining wall
remain. Sol Marquis was an
accomplished stonemason amongst
many other things. A stone archway
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and a birdbath next to an enormous white pine tree, stand as testimony to his handy work. If old Sol
walked through the lodge door today, he’d be sure to find things that would remind him of his days
at Wassena.

Undated photo of Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake owned by Sol
Marquis, c. 1930. A copy of this photo was published by Marjorie
Wilson Richison in Living Near to Nature’s Heart: The History of the
Pelican Lake Outing Club. Kingswood Publishing: Norman, Oklahoma,
1992, p. 122. The lake level has dropped noticeably leaving the coneshaped piles of fieldstone high and dry. From the tree and grass growth
in the sand it appears the level has been low for several years.

Today Wassena Lodge still has the basic outline of the
original structure without the front porches. The stone
steps, archway, birdbath, and retaining wall remian as a
reminder of Sol Maquis’ ingenuity and creativity.

The author is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around Pelican
Lake for future articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to
share with our readers please email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.
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Beach Captains Needed!

Max Martz, Tom McGrann, Joan Mondale
WE NEED MORE BEACH CAPTAIN VOLUNTEERS ON PELICAN AND LITTLE PELICAN LAKES
What is a Beach Captain on the Pelican Lakes? This volunteer program was started back in 2002. It
was initiated based on the idea that neighbors on the Lakes would all be served if they knew one
another better and could have a neighbor/friend that they could talk to about common Lakeside
issues and, if need be, take those issues to the PLA Board of Directors for discussion.
The problem is, we do not have enough Beach Captains around the Lakes to create an effective
neighbor-to-neighbor communication program. This kind of an effort is even more important today
as we are all concerned about the threat to our Lakes from invasive species and the impact these
invasive species might have for future generations of Lake users and residents.
The qualifications and responsibilities of Pelican Lakes Beach Captains are very few:
1. Have an interest in protecting and enhancing our Lake environment for future generations.
2. Spend a few hours each summer season calling on your immediate neighbors, updating their
contact information and discussing Lake issues that are of current concern.
3. Be the individual that local residents or neighbors can contact if they have questions or concerns
about Lake issues and may want those issues discussed by the PLA Board of Directors.
4. Be a conduit or link between the PLA Board of Directors and Lakes area residents and
your neighbors.
Becoming a Beach Captain will not require much of your time, but can provide you with the personal
satisfaction of becoming better acquainted with your immediate neighbors and help foster more
frequent and timely contact for you and your neighbors to the PLA Board of Directors.
If you are interested in volunteering or want more information, please feel free to contact PLA
Board members Max Martz (402 239-8787) or Tom McGrann (281-382-7358)

Becker’s
Crosslake Floor Covering
33757 County Road 3
Crosslake, MN 56442
beckerfloorcovering@crosslake.net

Dick Becker
Jim Becker
Nancy McMullen

Phone: 218-692-4157
1-888-692-4157
Fax: 218-692-4757
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Membership

Summer 2013

Our membership is still growing. As of June 10th we now have 440 members, which is 40% of the total
eligible property owners on both Pelican & Little Pelican Lakes. We are still receiving Dues/Donations
which is great news.
In our Spring newsletter PLA invited you to enroll your adult children in the lake association. We
know that your adult children are as interested in preserving the quality of the Pelican Lakes as you
are. Please add your adult children to our mailing list. You may either provide their e-mail address
or their postal mailing address. If you would like any brochures or application cards, please contact
me @ countrymanks2@aol.com or call me at 414-405-0607. Please remember PLA when considering a
memorial for your loved ones.
Listed below are the members who have made donations to the 3 categories (Pelican, Eagle, & Loon).
Again thank you for your extra donations.
San Countryman
Membership Chairman
Listed below are the Membership Categories with their respective Names.

Pelican
$200.00+

Eagle
$100.00 - $199.00

Loon
$50.00 - $99.00

Association, Morningside Estates
Gates, Brian & Linda
Lewis, Jim & Tonya
McClendon, Aubrey & Katie
McClendon, Joe & Carole

Dawson, John & Kathy
Flittie, John & Jo
Larson, Ronald & Jesslyn
Mertens, Fred & Pam
Mondale, Curtis & Joan
Rask, Gary & Sandy

Ayers, Joe & Joan
Brubaker, Dick & Nancy
Carter, Chuck & Jane
Cullen, Peter
Ische, Terry & Knoblauch, Kathryn
Koleske, Jim & Jean
Lau, Bob & Jan
Lees, David & Alyce
Macken, Elizabeth
Nolan, Rick & Mary
Patton, Bob & Donna
Pawlak, Tom & Kim
Purdue, Glenn & Sandy
Rosel, Patty & France, Scott
Schupp, Gary & Peggy
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The Camp Needs Your Help!
Donations to the Minnesota Elks Youth Camp are tax deductible!
Our Wish List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Snacks (to serve 100)
Paper goods such including toilet paper, paper towels, paper plates, bowls, napkins
Stearns Rain Jackets
Scholarship Funding for Troops Week ($75.00 each)
T-shirt donations, $5.00 per camper
Scholarship donations
Kitchen Supplies ($500.00)
Arts and Crafts Supplies ($500.00)
Nature Program Supplies ($500.00)
Pontoon Boat Furniture ($2,500.00)
Steel Roof Program Donations
Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors (10)
Sunscreen lotion - SPF 40-50
Bug spray-30-40-DET
Calamine spray
Mattress covers-$20.00 each contact board for type-(need 30)
Kyak paddles (10)
Assorted band aids-first aid supplies
Solarcaine spray
Climbing wall harnesses ($400)

Contact John Miller at baldelk@aol.com if you can help and we can avoid duplicates.

Thank you to McCabes, Antlers, and Primetime
for their donations of gift cards
for the beach captain meeting!

Thank you to Pelican Lakes Conservation Club (PLCC)
for putting out the buoys this spring and for the $750
contribution toward the water runoff project at the
landings! Members of PLA are encouraged to join PLCC
as well to support the efforts of both
organizations. Find out more at www.plccmn.org.

www.tracydonovan.edinarealty.com

Tracy Donovan
REALTOR®

Cell: (612) 202-7068

tracydonovan@edinarealty.com
www.tracydonovan.edinarealty.com

Crosslake Office
35860 County Road 66
P.O. Box 564
Crosslake, MN 56442
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Beneath The Surface
Written by Michael Duval as a Voices for the Lakes Contest Entry through Envision Minnesota
Even as a young boy, I was fascinated by what lies beneath the surface of lakes and ponds. Whether
turning stones and logs, peering over the side of a rowboat, or snorkeling with a leaky old hand-medown mask, the method mattered not to me. The goal was always the same – to see what was down
there.
And there was always something interesting to see. The feathery beards of mussels otherwise mostly
buried in the sandy lake bottom; the cast aside outer skin of a crayfish giving indication of a recently
molted individual hiding its soft body in the rock crevices nearby; a stick-like water scorpion
purposefully walking through the water; clouds of newly hatched black bass fry not yet dispersed
from their pebbly nest; a pike amazingly blended into the surrounding vegetation ready to strike at
unwary prey; a freshwater jellyfish every bit as delicate and graceful as its saltier ocean kin; fish of
various shapes and sizes orienting in their own unique way within the complex forest of underwater
vegetation. Fascinating each and every one, each and every time.
I see other things down there, too. Spent remains of holiday fireworks, a mix of cardboard, plastic,
and residual propellant; pop cans and plastic bags scattered about as carelessly as on some vacant
inner-city lot; linear trenches carved through the soft bottom and shallow nearshore vegetation by
boat motors; uplifted mats of native lake vegetation torn from the bottom by the violent wash of jet
skis and high speed boats; sand now overlying what I knew many years previous was a cobble lake bed;
algae growing on plants and rocks or simply balling up and rolling about on the lake bottom. These,
to me, are less fascinating; more frustrating.
I often wonder if others ever consider what's below. Do they give it any more thought than to what
lies beneath the pavement of a
highway? Or the grass in the
back yard? I find it hard to
imagine, for example, that
someone who might on the one
hand marvel head upward at the
infiniteness of a deep, dark,
night's sky would fail to find
humility in an equally marvelous
dimension of space below the
surface of a lake.
I feel at times, more often than
not actually, that I have become
simply a helpless observer, a
chronicler of the decline of the
heritage we owe our children
and theirs.
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Pelican Lake Association Board of Directors
Art Weaver
President

(218) 562-4196
weaver2aj@tds.net

David Slipy
Landing Monitors

(218) 562-5393
dslipy@hotmail.com

Jodi Eberhardt
Vice President
Communications

(612) 298-2935
jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com

Rick Nolan
Land Use

(218) 546-6166
nolan@crosbyironton.net

Ed Nordgaard
Treasurer

(203) 762-2972
engaard@hotmail.com

Tracy Donovan
Land Use

(218) 562-4085
TracyDonovan@TDS.Net

Joe Ayers
Secretary
Lakeshore Restore

(218) 562-4792
Joe.ayers@tccaction.com

Bob Vaughn
Water Quality
Invasive Species

(218) 562-4067
rjvaughn2818@charter.net

Max Martz
Beach Captains

(402) 239-8787
maxbigred12@yahoo.com

Bob Hamilton
Water Quality
Land Use

(218) 820-1642
bobhamilton@edinarealty.com

Tom McGrann
Beach Captains

(281) 382-7358
tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net

Matt Stephens
Land Use

(218) 562-4493
matt@larsongrouprealestate.com

Carrie Ruud
Invasive Species

(218) 820-0779
carrie@carrieruud.com

Water Quality: Glen Gustafson (218) 765-3796, glengustafson@msn.com
Membership and Database: San and Karen Countryman (414) 405-0607, Countrymanks2@aol.com
Webmaster: Glen Young (218) 765-3999, youngsmn@brainerd.net

Newsletter Advertising
Pelican Lakes Association offers advertising to area
businesses. Advertising is open to anyone and the
services are not endorsed or promoted by the lake
association. PLA is not responsible for the claims or
representations made by advertisers Please contact
jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com if you are interested.

Newsletter Advertising Rates:
$125 (1/8 page - business card size)
$250 (1/4 page)
$500 (1/2 page ad)
$1000 (full page)

Mission Statement: Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a dynamic
organization committed to preserving the quality of life and the
environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.
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Become a Member
Pelican Lakes
Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Name
Spouse
Lake Address
City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
join Today!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with you dues.

Permanent Address

New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

E-mail

Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

City
Phone

Beach/Plat Name
Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

eNewsletter:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail,
please subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/li
st/newsletter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main
page of the Pelican Lakes Association website
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and follow the instructions.

Forwarding and Address Changes: The US Post
Office will only forward temporary address
changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue
receiving PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA
informed of your current address.

