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RAMP MONITORING
CONTINUES

Pelican Lakes Association will continue
its program of volunteer monitors at the
three public landings and at Breezy
Point Resort. These volunteers augment
what the paid interns do.

We currently have a group of 10
volunteers who spend one or two hours
a week at one of the landings. Our task
is to remind boaters entering and
leaving Pelican Lake as to what they
need to do to avoid transporting
invasive species.
We are there as educators,
not inspectors!!!
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If you are interested in helping in this
effort please contact:
David Slipy at 218-831-3027
OR
e-mail dslipy@hotmail.com
OR
Tom McGrann at 281-382-7358

LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) remain a major focus of the Pelican Lakes
Association (PLA). PLA was represented at the First Annual AIS Summit in St.
Cloud attended by over 400 individuals from lake associations, county and
state politicians, academics and researchers, and the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR).
A single juvenile zebra mussel was found on a boat lift removed from Pelican
Lake in the fall of 2012. Seven zebra mussels were found after several dives by
the DNR in 2013. In August of 2014, 639 zebra mussels were found by the
DNR scuba divers and members of the PLA and Pelican Lake Conservation
Club found several hundred zebra mussels in multiple locations in all areas of
Pelican. Fortunately, none have been found to date in Little Pelican.
This exponential increase in numbers is disturbing but was not unexpected
based on data from other infested lakes and the invasion process which
progresses from introduction to establishment to spread to ecological and
economic impact. Eventually scientific research will develop effective measures
to control and eradicate AIS. PLA’s donations to the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) along with donations from other
lake associations have helped to jumpstart these research efforts.
Should we continue to monitor our landings? The answer is simple, as there are
several hundred invasive plants and animals now present in the Mississippi
River and Great Lakes, which we need to prevent. In our area are Eurasian
milfoil, spiny water fleas, quagga mussels, and Asian carp. In addition to DNR
and volunteer monitors at boat landings, Crow Wing County plans to install
a permanent decontamination unit in Cross Lake which will be open 16-18
hours per day, 7 days per week this summer. The Minnesota legislature, in
2014 allocated $10,000,000 per year to prevent, control, and ultimately
eradicate AIS in Minnesota. Bills recently introduced in the Minnesota senate
and house seek to undo this allocation. I urge you to contact your senators and
representatives to vote against these bills. We desperately need these funds to
keep our lakes free of AIS.
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The winter in the Pelican Lakes area has been very cold to date with very little
snow. The ice has raised havoc with many of the shorelines which may require
some repair when the ice is out this spring. Be sure and check with the DNR
and Crow Wing County Soil and Water before initiating major shoreline
repairs. We all anticipate our beautiful lake country spring and summer seasons.
I hope to see you all at our annual meeting on June 27th.

Art Weaver,
President PLA

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

PLA annual meeting Saturday, June 27, 2015.
Breezy Point City Hall at 9:00 am.

2014 PLA INCOME AND
EXPENSE SUMMARY
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Pelican Lakes Association ensures that your contributions are used to meet the mission of the organization:
preserving the quality of life and the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes through the promotion of
environmental stewardship and educational programs.

In 2014, PLA received income from members,
advertisers, and grants. Dues and donations make up
the largest portion of PLA’s revenue.

New in 2013, advertising in the newsletter now covers
a majority of the printing and mailing costs.

All of the income received in 2014 was disbursed.
Communications were paid for with advertising
receipts. AIS Management and Water Testing continues
to be the largest expenses. Association memberships
and grants was a larger portion of the budget, due to the
donation to the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center.
Project
expenditures were related to the well testing project,
which was offset by the grant income.

LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER?

We need volunteers who can put in a few hours per month to help us educate people coming to
Pelican and Little Pelican lakes about invasive species. It's easy! Take a 4 hour course offered by the
DNR in Breezy Point or nearby and then you go to one of the Pelican Lake ramps whenever it is
convenient to you. No big commitment. Go when it fits your schedule.
If that sounds like something you can do contact
David Slipy at 218 831 3027 or dslipy@hotmail.com
Remember we are all affected by invasive species.
We all have an investment in slowing down the harm invasive species do to our lakes.
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FORESTS
FOR THE FUTURE
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Jodi Eberhardt

Pelican Lakes Association water quality testing data is
showing a significant decline in late summer oxygen levels
in the deep holes of the lake. The Spring 2014 Newsletter
describes the resulting stress to the deep water game fish –
like Ciscos/Tulibee. Ciscos need deep, cold, welloxygenated lakes for survival. They serve as a “canary in a
coal mine” -- poor water quality and increased nutrients
reduces oxygen in deep cold water.
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In order to meet the 75% protection goal, an additional
3,884 acres will need to remain forested. Keeping the
forest will depend on the actions of individual landowners.
The DNR is working on a variety of programs to protect
larger parcels of land through conservation easements.

Most of the land around Pelican Lakes is divided into small
parcels – much of it remains tree-covered. As a small
property owner, we can all do our part to keep our trees
Pelican Lake is the 5th largest Cisco refugee lake in the healthy, plant a few more, and allow the unused portion of
state. The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources our property to remain as a natural forest. If you would
(DNR) research has shown that a lake that remains 75% like help managing your forest or planting trees, contact
forested has the best chance for protecting the water Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District at
quality.
crowwingswcd.org or call 218-828-6197.
The Pelican Lakes watershed has:
• 10,348 acres of water in lakes
• 947 acres of protected lands
• 8,944 acres of unprotected lands

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: PART TIME POSITION AS
INSPECTOR AT BOAT RAMPS

Pelican Lakes Association is looking for two people
interested in working as paid level 1 inspectors at
our boat ramps. The positions pay $10 an hour and
will run from opening of fishing until the end of
July. Level 1 inspectors must attend a days training
sponsored by the DNR. For more detailed
information contact David Slipy at 218 831 3027 or
at dslipy@hotmail.com
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LOOKING FOR BEACH CAPTAINS

Time: A few hours each summer
Responsibilities: Be a conduit or link between the
PLA Board of Directors and Lakes area residents and
your neighbors. Spend a few hours each summer
season calling on your immediate neighbors,
updating their contact information and discussing
Lake issues that are of current concern
Qualifications: have an interest in protecting and
enhancing our Lake environment for future
generations
If interested: Contact PLA Board members Max
Martz or Tom McGrann

PEQUOT LAKES SANITATION
P.O. BOX 639, Pequot Lakes, MN 56472

• Local Family Owned Business
• Flexible Seasonal Service
• Rates & Styles to Fit Your Lifestyle
• Additional ‘Big Haul” Service

WE LOVE OUR
PELICAN LAKE CUSTOMERS!!

218-568-4630
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SPRING FISHING
Depending upon when the ice
goes out, late March and early
April can be a fantastic
time to get out for the
last ice fishing hurrah! I
love this time of year
because the weather is
comfortable and the fish are
feasting! Safety needs to
be your main concern,
but if there is plenty of
ice to venture out, the
action can be second to
none. Drill a bunch of
holes on a grassy flat
adjacent to some deep
water
and
start
hopping from hole to
hole. I like to lay down
on the ice and block
out the light, if I see
decent fish I will
stay
and
if
not....MOVE to
the next!
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Walleyedan

can be deadly for the crappies. For bluegills, try a smaller
jig and tip it with multiple euro larvae. This "late-ice"
period can come and go really fast, so you better get after
it before the boats start launching. Which brings us into
the next season! Open water pan fish is really fun, and you
can find them in and around any of the bays on the lake.
Cree Bay can be excellent because it warms faster than
most. Light line, an ultra light rod, a bobber and the same
jig head and plastic tail you used during "late-ice" will
work great. Fan cast areas until you find the fish that you
are after! If you can't find then, move deeper or shallower
or move to a totally different bay. The cool temperatures
will push the fish out deeper and as it warms, look for the
fish to be in tight to shore. Don't spook them either, be
stealthy!

Walleye and pike season open on May 9th and I will talk
more about these creatures in next quarters’ newsletter.
But, if I were getting the rods rigged for opener (which I
will be soon), I would rig multiple rods (set-ups for jigging,
rigging and trolling). On opening day, try to get out early
and fish shallow! Start your search on the north end where
water temps will be traditionally warmer. Cast if you have
to, this will prevent spooking the fish that may be in 3-10
feet of water on the rocks. Lots to talk about and we will
continue this conversation sometime in June! Be safe, be
Small jig heads smart and put some back for next time!!
tipped with a
Puddle Jumper or
other plastic tails
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218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM

THANK
YOU!

We are grateful for the donation of time from
our volunteer columnists - Walleyedan,
Judd Brinks, and Dr. James Henderson.

WHAT CAN I DO
WITH THAT

ICE RIDGE?

The cold temperatures and lack of snow caused ice ridges
to form on a large portion of the shoreline. The county
ordinance defines an annual ice ridge as a “linear mound
of lakebed materials pushed up onto the lakeshore by the
action of ice within a calendar year.”

Work should be the minimal amount needed to re-grade
the annual ice ridge. Soil, vegetation, and sand cannot be
placed in the lake without approval by the DNR. Leaving
some shoreline vegetation can reduce the damage caused
by ice ridges.

Crow Wing County no longer requires a permit to fix a If you have questions, contact Crow Wing County Land
seasonal ice ridge when the repairs are completed in the Services at 218-824-1125.
year it occurred. If the ridge is left beyond the year, the
ridge is considered historic and the landowner can only
remove a 15 foot section with a permit.

BREEZY POINT

Off Sale
Grocery
Fuel

Paint
Electrical
Plumbing
Bait • Tackle

218-562-4040

218-562-4691
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NEED HELP WITH A
SHORELINE OR
FOREST PROJECT?

Do you have a shoreline in need of repair, erosion Pelican Lakes association has worked with CWSWCD to
problems, or need help choosing trees or planting them? manage storm water runoff at landings and resort parking
lots. In addition to technical assistance, they have costThe Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District share grants available that may help fund your project.
(SWCD) is a local unit of government in Crow Wing
County, Minnesota dedicated to soil and water Visit the website at crowwingswcd.org. See the “what we
conservation. They work with private landowners, do” and request a site visit. The cost is $75. Visit the office
organizations, and communities in protecting our water in the Land Services Building or call 218-828-6197.
and land resources through the use of conservation
practices and are a local natural resource information
center.
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MINNESOTA HERONS
Judd Brink, MN Backyard Birds

When we think of “water birds” our first guess might be
waterfowl or shorebirds? Minnesota is home to several
species of Herons and Egrets. The Great-blue Heron is the
largest heron in North America standing at almost 55
inches. Herons and Egrets are typically found near aquatic
habitats such as; lakes, rivers and wetlands. Many of us see
them along the shoreline or even taking a look from our
docks at the water below. Many herons were killed for their
elegant plumes for women’s hats during the late 1800’s.
Since the 1920’s they have made a dramatic come back
with the passing of several laws and overall protection.
The millinery business of hat design and manufacture
using bird plumes for women’s fashion almost led to the
extinction of Herons and Egrets. At the height of the
Plume trade millions of
birds were taken each year
mostly for clothing and hat
accessories. Feathered hats
mostly worn by women
gained in popularity as it
signified achieving status
among the growing middle
class. During the breeding
season Herons and Egrets
develop
extravagant
plumes as way to attract
mates. Heron and Egret
colonies called rookeries
could be wiped out in
several days by plume hunters leaving eggs and nestlings
behind sending the bird population crashing. One area
targeted was the Florida Everglades were thousands of
Herons and Egrets nested. A group of concerned citizens
started writing articles about the plume trade, later this
group formed as the National Audubon Society. The new
society adopted the Great Egret as their national symbol
that is still used 100 years later as part of their logo. This
further led to the passing of Lacey act establishing laws
regarding the feather and bird trade.

gopher flip it up in the air and catch it! The cattle egret
probably spends more time away from water as the other
members of group as it is often seen with cattle in search
of insects. Both Herons and Egrets use these two foraging
behaviors; waiting in shallow water for their prey or
actively walking or wading along a shoreline for prey. They
can stay motionless for a long time waiting for the right
opportunity to come their way. When they are actively
hunting they use their feet to stir up the mud or use their
wings to create shade for any targeted species. The next
time you spot a heron look for what foraging behavior it’s
using to catch its next meal.

Many of the Heron and Egret species are colonial nesters
often nesting with several species. Most often rookeries are
found on islands or near
water high up in trees. The
males arrive first and start
nest building with females
making the final nest
arrangements. During the
breeding season is when
adults develop plumes to
help attract a new mate.
The same rookery can be
used for many years;
abandonment can occur
from
wind
storms,
predation and human
disturbance. Both Herons
and Egrets lay between 3-7 eggs and are incubated by male
and female for 25-30 days. The chicks are fed regurgitated
food while in the nest; flight begins at about 70 days. The
closest Heron rookery is in Brainerd on an island just
below the old Potlatch dam, among the Great-blue Herons
a Great Egret was reported using the rookery the past two
years or so.

A few of the more common Herons and Egrets that we
would see in our area include the Great-blue Heron, Green
Heron and Great-Egret. The Great-blue Heron is the most
Herons and Egrets are long-legged wading birds found common being seen near any water source, maybe seen
primarily near inland waters and coastal areas. They also fishing from your dock or shoreline. Happy Birding!
have very long necks that aid in fishing and nest building,
in flight the neck is retracted unlike in storks and ibis. The MN Backyard Birds offers birdscaping the design,
bill is used as a harpoon allowing for stabbing or capturing installation and service of unique bird feeders and bird
their prey. Diets vary by species and habitat some aquatic houses for your enjoyment and birds health. For more
food sources can include fish, amphibians, insects, crabs information about birdscaping your home please contact
and mollusks. Herons are also very opportunistic taking Judd Brink at 218 838-4784
birds and mammals, I watched a Great-blue Heron stab a or by email at jb@mnbackyardbirds.com.
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WELL TESTING
Jodi Eberhardt, PLA
and Sarah Fogderud, A.W. Research Laboratories

In 2014, PLA received a grant for $2865 from the
CWEPA fund to test 10 wells for potential groundwater
contamination.
Through a series of flyovers funded by Thirty Lakes
Watershed, areas of potential water quality concerns were
identified by AW Research Labs. Wells were selected from
those areas of concern and sampled to try to determine if
there is truly a water quality issue at or near the site. The
well water was tested for phosphorus, nitrogen, chlorides,
bromide, and whiteners. Safety testing was also performed
for bacteria, nitrates, and arsenic.
Wells were selected based on US Geological Survey data on
wells. Letters were sent to 16 homeowners. Eight were
interested and able to have a research technician collect
the sample.
Phosphorus levels were found to be elevated in multiple
wells. The total phosphorus concentrations in Pelican Lake
typically range from 5-15 ppb; all but one of the wells
tested had phosphorus readings from 5-50 times higher
than the concentration normally found within the lake.
The two deepest wells tested, had the highest phosphorus
concentrations with 830 ppb and 650 ppb. These same
wells also had the highest arsenic concentrations with 44.4
ppb and 39.2 ppb measured respectively.

CHECK OUT OUR LARGE SELECTION OF
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NEW & USED BOATS ONLINE AT

RESULTS
Based on the findings of this study, it appears that there
may be potential for groundwater contamination from
septic systems or outside sources of phosphorus around
the lake. According to the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, “There are no drinking water standards for
phosphorus. The primary concern with phosphorus is
discharge to surface waters. Excessive use of fertilizer and
poor waste management, particularly on sandy soils with
low organic matter content, are most likely to lead to high
phosphorus concentrations in shallow ground water.”

The testing showed a correlation between high levels of
phosphorus and high levels of arsenic. This finding is
interesting because it connects a contaminant of concern
for the lake (phosphorus) to a human health concern.
PLA is seeking additional grant funds to test 10 more wells
around the lake to increase the sample size. PLA continues
to monitor the phosphorus levels in the lake as part of the
on-going water quality testing.

TEST YOUR
DRINKING WATER
If you would like to have your drinking water tested for safety, test kits are $48
and can be purchased at the lab or by calling 218-829-7974. AWRL is located
at the Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport at 16326 Airport Road, Brainerd.

[
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MEMBERSHIP
The PLA Invoices for 2015 were mailed out in early
January. Over 400 of you paid your dues and many of
you gave an extra donation. PLA thanks you for your
continued support. If you have not yet paid your dues or
did not receive an invoice, there is a form on the back of
the newsletter for your convenience. New property
owners receive one year free membership. If you have
joined, PLA thanks for your continued support. Please
encourage your neighbors and family members to join and
help us to preserve our wonderful Pelican Lakes.

like to save PLA these fees by subscribing to the electronic
version of the newsletter, please sign up at
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org, select Newsletters and
then select Subscribe.
We are still looking for a membership chairman. Please
consider helping in this capacity. I will be happy to
explain the duties and help during the transition period.
You may contact me at countrymanks2@aol.com or 414405-0607.

We would like to ask that if you are receiving multiple San Countryman
copies of the newsletter at your household to please let Jim Membership Chairman
Nickel know at jimnickel@comcast.net or 612-850-7435.
He will then remove one of the duplicate names which
will save PLA printing and postage fees. Also, if you would

“WE CLEAN ANYTHING”
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Windows & Screens
Power Washing:
Decks, Log Siding,
Patios, Fences, Docks,
Garage Floors & More

Gutter Cleaning
Cedar Shake & Roof Cleaning
Area Rugs, Fine Fabrics,
Sofas, Chairs
Air Ducts/Dryer Vents

Carpet Steam Cleaning:
with special rinsing, removing and neutralizing soap residue
Tile & Grout Steam Cleaning
Odor Removal
Deck/Dock Cleaning, Restoration & Staining

Free Estimates and Consultations
Matt Kramer
(952) 240-7702 • (218) 692-3158
Certified, Insured, References • Green Cleaning

www.customclean.com

“I’ve had a business up here for 26 years,
and Matt is the best we’ve ever had” - Gary
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WHERE IS

THOMAS BAY?
By Dr. James D. Henderson

In past newsletter articles I’ve written about the origins of
many of the bays on Pelican Lake. One that does not
appear on any map today is Thomas Bay. Where is it
located and how did it get its name?

is the body of water just off the point of land occupied by
the Fawcett Hill Cottages (see previous article in Fall 2013
Newsletter). When Captain Billy Fawcett built the small
vacation cottages in 1922 he created a double size one for
himself overlooking the bay. Since he called the cabin the
The only map that illustrates the location of Thomas Bay Thomas Cottage after Thomas Avenue in St. Paul, it was
is on a Breezy Point Resort map from the 1920s. The bay natural that he would call the bay Thomas as well.

ABOVE - This 1925 aerial view of Breezy Point Resort shows the location of Thomas Bay. Today both bays are known
as Mousseau or Moose Bay. In the distance, Little Pelican Lake was still part of Big Pelican Lake.

The author is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around Pelican Lake for future articles in the
PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers please email Jim Henderson at
james7122@gmail.com.
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It is our belief that through hard work, honesty, integrity
and a commitment to this community that we can make a difference.
We are proud to live, work and play in this community.
We truly do “Whatever it Takes” to make our home a better place.
It is our desire to be your printer. Please contact us.
We look forward to working with you.

1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
Phone: 218-829-7790 • Fax: 218-829-0977
www.lakesprinting.com

RENT SEADOOS
from us
on Pelican Lake
at Breezy Pt Resort
14
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PELICAN LAKES
ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Art Weaver – President
(218) 562-4196 • weaver2aj@tds.net

David Slipy – Vice President/Landing Monitors
(218) 562-5393 • dslipy@hotmail.com
Ed Nordgaard – Land Use
(203) 762-2972 • engaard@hotmail.com

Jodi Eberhardt
Secretary/Newsletter
(612) 298-2935 • jodi.eberhardt@gmail.com
Max Martz – Beach Captains
(402) 239-8787 • maxbigred12@yahoo.com

Tom McGrann
Beach Captains/Invasive Species
(281) 382-7358 • tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net

[ [
MISSION
STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) is a
dynamic organization committed to
preserving the quality of life and the
environmental health of the Pelican Lakes
through the promotion of environmental
stewardship and educational programs.

Craig Norman – Treasurer
(612) 578-6751 • craigdnorman@gmail.com
Rick Nolan – Land Use
(218) 546-6166 • nolan@crosbyironton.net

Tracy Donovan – Land Use
(218) 562-4085 • TracyDonovan@TDS.Net

Bob Vaughn
Water Quality/Invasive Species
(218) 562-4067 • rjvaughn2818@charter.net

Bob Hamilton – Water Quality/Land Use
(218) 820-1642 • bobhamilton@edinarealty.com

THANK YOU TO
GLEN YOUNG
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Matt Stephens – Land Use
(218) 820-4045 • matt@larsongrouprealestate.com
Jodi Billy – LARA representative
612-875-8084 Jodibilly@comcast.net

Lori Greeno
952-927-6676 greenolaurie@gmail.com

Jim Nickel – Database Manager
612-850-7435 jimnickel@comcast.net

Membership:
San Countryman
(414) 405-0607 • Countrymanks2@aol.com
Webmaster:
Glen Young
(218) 765-3999 • greencoulee@gmail.com

for managing the
Pelican Lakes Association
website!
VISIT US AT
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org.
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BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Name
Spouse
Permanent Address
City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Big Pelican
Little Pelican
Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

7-1-2014

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address.

