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RAMP MONITORING
CONTINUES

Pelican Lakes Association will continue
its program of volunteer monitors at the
three public landings and at Breezy
Point Resort. These volunteers augment
what the paid interns do.

We currently have a group of 10
volunteers who spend one or two hours
a week at one of the landings. Our task
is to remind boaters entering and
leaving Pelican Lake as to what they
need to do to avoid transporting
invasive species.
We are there as educators,
not inspectors!!!

1

If you are interested in helping in this
effort please contact:
David Slipy at 218-831-3027
OR
e-mail dslipy@hotmail.com
OR
Tom McGrann at 281-382-7358

LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Activities have not slowed down during the winter months for your
board of directors. Several key issues have been discussed and acted
upon at multiple meetings:

1. PLA has partnered with the Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species
Research Center (MAISRC) to initiate a 3 stage educational
program of training of volunteers to detect existing and emerging
AIS, to monitor changes in populations of AIS over time, and to
develop an AIS tracker database. The project will start in our
area and eventually expand statewide.

2. We have been actively involved in organizing a coalition of
Northern Crow Wing County Lake Associations to address AIS
and environmental issues unique to our area and be able to
respond in concert to DNR and legislative mandates.

3. We continue to work closely with AW Research in regards to
water quality of our lakes and well water testing---see article in
this issue.

4. PLA will continue to hire DNR trained boat landing monitors
for the detection and prevention of existing and emerging AIS
threats. We have applied for grants to supplement our ongoing
costs in this regard.

5. We have purchased 1000 small trees (250 each of Red Pine,
White Pine, Birch, and Red Maple) to be distributed at the annual
meeting to our members free of charge for planting around the
Pelican Lakes. Several should be available for each person in
attendance. A grant has allowed us to purchase the trees at a
significant discount and we are partnering with CWC Soil and
Water on this project--- see article in this issue regarding the
important relationship of forestry and fish populations.
6. We will continue to enhance our web-site and are in the process
of creating an electronic database and membership list which
will allow us to communicate more effectively.

7. PLA has asked the DNR to continue to monitor Stewart , Breezy,
and Jones bays for the presence of Curly Leaf Pondweed and
other invasive aquatic plants. We plan to treat parts of Breezy
Bay in early summer based on 2015 data.

8. We have agreed to partner with the Pelican Lake Conservation
Club and Breezy Point Resort to reduce the cormorant
population on Gooseberry Island as has been done on Leach
Lake. A permit has been issued for this project.

9. Finally, thank you for your membership dues and donations
which allow PLA to adopt the environmentally important
projects listed above. We continue to need volunteers for a
variety of committees and projects. I hope all of you can attend
the annual meeting on June 25th---we will have the trees!
Art Weaver, President PLA

HEALTHY FORESTS
= HEALTHY FISH
What do trees and fish have in common? They both need
healthy watersheds. A watershed is the land around a lake or
stream in which all the water that lands on it (rain, snow, and
groundwater) runs to that lake or stream. In central and
northern MN we have numerous trees and forests that help
our lakes and rivers stay clean with good fish populations.
Compare this to the Metro or southern MN where forests are
gone or there has been major land conversion to urban or
agriculture. This change from a forested landscape or
watershed allows for more
sediment and nutrients to enter our
lakes and streams and degrade
water quality. Along with poor
water quality come changes in the
fish community from a diverse
system with small prey fish and
larger predator fish to a system
dominated by carp, bullheads and
low diversity. Even the plant
communities in these degraded
system shift to non-native
dominated species like narrow leaf cattail and curly leaf
pondweed. In 2013 DNR Fisheries Research biologists
modeled this forested watershed trend and determined that
lakes in forested watersheds, particularly lakes where 75%
of the watershed was forested or undeveloped, were high
quality lakes. These lakes had good or outstanding water
clarity, diverse fish communities and are considered lakes of
outstanding biological integrity for plants, fish and wildlife.
These are the “Best of the Best” lakes in Minnesota and the
country. Pelican Lake is one of these. So how do we keep
Pelican Lake one of the best lakes in the state 50 to 100 years
from now? We keep the watershed forested.

We protect private forest lands through conservation
easements, we plant trees and we keep development in
restricted areas and try to minimize it in the watershed of the
lake. So what is a conservation easement? A conservation
easement is a legal agreement between a landowner and a
non-profit land trust or government entity that permanently

By Heather Baird,
Aquatic Habitat Specialist,
MN DNR, Brainerd

limits the uses of the land in order to protect the specified
conservation values. It does this by identifying the values
being protected and placing specific restrictions on the
property to protect those values. The primary function of
easements is to limit or restrict development and undesirable
land uses. In 2016 MN DNR Fisheries received LessardSams Outdoor Heritage Council funding to assist landowners
with placing Forest for the Future easements on their forested
lands. The funds financially compensate the landowner for
giving up the development rights
on their land. The ownership of
the land remains with the
landowner. The primary purpose
is to allow landowners to gain
financially from the forest product
industry
(timber
harvest,
Christmas tree farms, etc.) while
maintaining these forests as forests
into the future. Anyone with 20
acres or more of forested land
interested in the easement process
can contact Heather Baird, MN DNR at 218-203-4345.

For landowners with smaller parcels the best way to protect
the forested watershed of Pelican Lake is to plant trees and
shrubs and protect the trees you have. Even on small lots the
forest acts as a sponge; filtering and adsorbing water. Forests
allow very little runoff into the lake allowing for cleaner
water entering the lake. Pelican Lake is primarily a
groundwater fed lake so it is even more important that forests
remain in the watershed to adsorb and filter rainwater and
runoff to keep Pelican Lake clean and with sufficient
groundwater to keep lake levels stable.
So plant more trees! Treat them with care! Give them clean
water. Feed them fresh air. Grow a forest. Protect it from
bulldozers and axes that hack. Wait, do I sound like the
Lorax? Well, just maybe there is a lesson to be learned from
that Dr. Seuss’s story.

IMPORTANT TREE AND SHRUB SPECIES TO PLANT IN THE PELICAN LAKE WATERSHED:
Shrubs:
Trees:
Balsam fir
Abies balsamea
Black Chokeberry
Aronia melanocarpa
Northern Red oak
Quercus rubra
Bush honeysuckle
Diervilla lonicera
White oak
Quercus alba
**native species not
Red Maple
Acer rubrum
ornamental honeysuckle
Red Pine
Pinus resinosa
Canada plum
Prunus nigra
White Pine
Pinus strobus
Common elderberry
Sambucus Canadensis
Paper birch
Betula papyrifera
Gray dogwood
Cornus racemosa
Inland Juneberry
Amelanchier interior
Red osier dogwood
Cornus sericea
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WATER QUALITY UPDATE
Sarah Fogderud, A.W. Research Laboratories

In 2015 A.W. Research Laboratories staff collected samples
on Little Pelican Lake and at three sites on Pelican Lake from
May through September. Thank you to Joe Hampl and Glen
Gustafson for assisting with sample collection and for the use
of their boats this summer!
The sampling involves collecting water samples at each site
to be analyzed for total phosphorus (a nutrient needed for
plant and algae growth) and chlorophyll-a (a plant pigment
and indicator of algae levels in the lake). In addition to the
water samples, a Secchi disk is used to measure the water
clarity. These three measurements are combined to calculate
the Trophic State Index of the lake. Trophic State Index (TSI)
is a tool used to summarize measurements of water quality
into one index value. This value can be used to compare lakes
in the same region or as a historical comparison of
improvement or degradation over time. According to these
TSI parameters, the water quality in both Pelican and Little
Pelican Lakes is excellent and remaining stable over time.
Compared to typical water quality conditions of other lakes
within the Northern Lakes and Forest Ecoregion of
Minnesota, both lakes are of high quality on average and rank
among some of the best lakes in the state.

In addition to the Trophic State monitoring, we collect
dissolved oxygen and temperature profiles using a Hydrolab
field meter. Measurements are taken at the surface and at 10foot intervals to the bottom at each site. These profile
measurements give us more insight into the inner workings of
the lake, in particular the suitability for fish.
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Figure 1: Tullibee Squeeze Diagram

Cold water fish such as tullibee (cisco) require temperatures
below 20°C (68°F) and dissolved oxygen concentrations
greater than 3 mg/L. As water at the surface heats up with
summer temperatures, the fish are forced to lower depths
where the water is cooler. At the same time, organic matter
sinks to the bottom of the lake and begins decomposing. This
decomposition process uses up dissolved oxygen and creates
an anaerobic environment at lower depths that is unsuitable
for fish. The result is a narrow band of habitat between these
upper and lower zones where tullibee become trapped,
(Figure 1). If the water warms too much from the top down
or oxygen depletion extends too far up from the bottom the
fish will die. The squeeze was most pronounced in July of
2015. On July 27, at Site 515, the northernmost site in Pelican
Lake, the temperature/oxygen squeeze was so severe that
there was virtually no habitat suitable for cold water fish in
the water column (Figure 2).

While the total phosphorus, chlorophyll-a, and Secchi
measurements indicate that Pelican Lake is of high water
quality, the oxygen depeletion occuring at the lower depths
may be an early warning sign of eutrophication (the
accumulation of excess nutrients in the lake over time). We
will continue to monitor these conditions and will work with
the association to understand what may be causing these
depleted oxygen conditions in the summer.

Figure 2: Pelican Lake DO/Temp Profile
on 7-27-2015, Site 515
The areas shaded in dark gray show portions
of the water column that are unsuitable for tullibee
(Temperature greater than 20oC
and Dissolved Oxygen less than 3 mg/L).

PEQUOT LAKES SANITATION
P.O. BOX 639, Pequot Lakes, MN 56472

• Local Family Owned Business
• Flexible Seasonal Service
• Rates & Styles to Fit Your Lifestyle
• Additional ‘Big Haul” Service

WE LOVE OUR
PELICAN LAKE CUSTOMERS!!

218-568-4630
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SMALLEST PELICAN BAY

NAMED AFTER LOCAL FARMER

Few individuals have both a bay and a lake named after them,
but one early Mission Township farmer did.

Edward Lazarus Young arrived
on the eastern shore of Pelican
Lake with his new wife
Gertrude Doble around 1900.
He was born in Wisconsin in
1864 on Doty Island. The
island is divided between the
cities of Menasha to the north
and Neenah to the south and
lies between two branches of
the Fox River as it flows
northwest out of Lake
Winnebago, which laps its east
end. By 1870 his parents Isaiah
and Sarah Young and their
family had moved to Stillwater,
Minnesota. In 1900 the family
was living in Woods, Gertrude and Edward Young with
Minnesota
in
Chippewa two of their children. Mission
Township homestead c.1913.
County.
Courtesy of ancestry.com

By Dr. James D. Henderson

In the early 1900s, the shoreline of Pelican Lake was
different than what one sees today. Young’s Bay (arrow)
appears on a 1920s-era map originally owned by Fred
Haeberle, a landowner on the eastern shore of Pelican Lake
and the developer of the Sunset Beach area in 1921. Today
the bay is silted in and is bog or wetland dotted with some
small areas of open water south of Velvet Beach. Its waters
are no longer navigable and the bay has disappeared from
current maps. Crow Wing County’s GIS map reveals what
the early shoreline may have looked like.

Edward was granted a homestead in 1904 on the northwest
quarter of Section 30 in Township 136. Edward’s farm
included a 57-acre lake on its eastern border known at the
time as Little Horseshoe Lake. His parents Isaiah and Sarah
Young occupied the southwest quarter on the same section
of land.

Edward farmed, worked in the woods and fished nearby lakes
including Pelican and Little Horseshoe, which later would be
known as Young Lake. According to Edward’s grandson,
Robert “Bob” Young, who still lives on the homestead,
fishing was so good his grandpa, along with others, shipped
fish to Duluth, Brainerd and even the Twin Cities.
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Edward Young holds a large northern pike
caught in Young Lake in this undated photo.
Courtesy of ancestry.com

After
several
attempts to create a
township beginning
in 1908, local
residents
finally
were successful in
establishing
Mission Township
in 1913. Edward
Young was elected
the township clerk.

Dr. Henderson is the author of Lost In The Woods–The Legacy Of CCC
Camp Pelican, a history of a Civilian Conservation Corps camp that
was located on the southeast shore of Pelican Lake during the 1930s.
He is collecting information and old photos of resorts, cabins and lake
views around Pelican Lake for future articles in the PLA newsletter. If
you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers
please email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.

BREEZY POINT

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Fuel - 218-562-4040
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WALLEYE
DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

So what are you thinking? Crappies, Winnipeg walleyes,
turkeys and sturgeon? Yep, me too. Mid-March is time to get
on the last good ice of the season around these parts and
chase some pan fish. The crappies will start to move from the
depths and into the weeds in search of yummies before they
eventually move into the shallows to deposit their eggs. Grab
your sled, lantern or headlamp, some crappie minnows, your
Vexilar, tackle box, K-Drill and whatever else you think you
need and start the chase. Evening is typically best for
crappies, but right smack in the middle of the night can be
great too! If you are looking for more of a tussle, you best be
heading north to experience the most phenomenal
opportunity at a real whopper of a walleye! Lake Winnipeg
is something else; give me a shout if you want a little more
info on this once in a lifetime opportunity. I think turkey
almost all year around and if you have not tried this sport,
you are missing out on another awesome opportunity…and
this can be done right here in our backyard!! Seriously, if
you haven’t had a gobbler sound off while you are sitting up
against your tree with gun or bow in hand, you haven’t

experienced one of life’s hair raising moments! Get the kids
out there too, its VERY kid friendly. So, you are looking
forward to open water. Well, then I have a trip for you. You
get your boat (doesn’t need to be fancy) situated, in fact
sometimes (depending on the conditions) it’s better to have
a “beater” that you can drag across the ice to launch!
Whatever the case, you should be rigged and ready with a
basic sturgeon set-up (musky rod, bait caster reel, some lead,
some hooks, and a gob of crawlers or minnows) and also a
walleye jigging rod and jig heads. An anchor is key too.
Keep tabs on the conditions up there and if it sounds like it’s
happening, it is! I hope you enjoy this wonderful time of the
year an if you aren’t thinking you want to do any of those
road trips, just do what you do and be thankful that we live
in this beautiful place! Next time we talk, I’m thinking we
will talk about Pelican Lake walleyes and how you are going
to catch them this year!

www.walleyedan.com

CHECK OUT OUR LARGE SELECTION OF
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NEW & USED BOATS ONLINE AT

Bye for now!
Walleyedan

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM
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LAKE IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AS LEGAL OPTION
TO PRESERVE ON A LAKE
LID. The process of establishing a LID is enumerated
in Minnesota Statutes and Minnesota Administrative
Rules.

One of the most precious resources in Minnesota is our
pristine lakes. The value of lake property is tied to the
health of the lake. If a lake is overcome with invasive
species it inevitably impacts the value of lake properties.
Thankfully, active and sophisticated lake associations
accomplish much in the way of maintaining the health of
a lake. However, associations do have some limitations
that a Lake Improvement District (“LID”) can address.
For example, collection of funds can be a difficult
obstacle for lake associations to maintain a budget. A
LID removes the difficulties associated with begging
fellow lake property owners for money. It is not merely
about money though as the goal of a LID is to preserve
and protect the particular lake and to enhance the use
and enjoyment of the lake.

9

A LID is a newly formed local unit of government with
taxing authority that is established by resolution of the
appropriate County Boards and/or city governing
bodies, or by the Commissioner of Natural Resources.
The County Board delegates specific authorities to the

Process to Establish a LID
To convince the County Board to pass such a resolution
a petition must be signed by at least Twenty Six percent
(26%) of the proposed district property owners. There
are specific legal requirements for the content of the
petition. The County Board has thirty (30) days to act
on a petition. Before the County Board conducts a
hearing on the petition, it must notify the town board of
a town wholly or partially within the boundaries and ask
for a response. The County Board must also send the
petition to the DNR and Pollution Control Agency for
review and comment within at least 21 days prior to the
public hearing. Then, within 30 days after being notified
of the petition, the County Board must hold a public
hearing on whether the requested LID should be
established. Finally, within 30 days after holding the
public hearing, the County Board shall, by order,
establish or deny the establishment of the petitioned
LID.

Improvements Eligible for Establishment of LID
The types of improvements eligible for the
establishment of a LID include, but are not limited to, (a)
studying the sources of and solutions to lake problems,
(b) preserving and improving water quality by means of
water and related land management, (c) sedimentation

LAKE IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AS LEGAL OPTION
TO PRESERVE ON A LAKE

and silation control, (d) shoreline erosion control, (e) Conclusion
aquatic nuisance control, and (f) preserving and LIDs offer many tools and resources to preserve lake
improving fish and wildlife habitat, (g) preserving and quality. Lakes, such as Pelican, that enjoy significant
improving recreational potential of the lake, and (h) any use, high boat traffic, and likely guest boat traffic, may
find it advantageous to have a LID. Many neighboring
other purpose approved by the County Board.
lakes have successfully implemented LIDs. For
Financing LIDs
example, my law firm assisted Lake Ossawinnamakee in
County Boards have myriad options for financing LID forming a LID that has all but saved a lake that many
projects, services, and general administration. The thought at one point could not be saved. A LID may not
options include, though only after seeking other sources be the best option for a particular lake but it is a useful
of funding, assessing costs to benefited properties, tool offered within Minnesota.
imposing service charges, issuing general obligation
bonds, levying an ad valorem tax on property within the
district, or any combination of these options.

www.tslawpa.com
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ATTRACTING

ORIOLES
Judd Brink, MN Backyard Birds

The Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula) is a member of the
Blackbird family (icteridae) and arrives in the Brainerd area
about the second week of May. The Baltimore Oriole was
named after Lord Baltimore who discovered Maryland. The
state of Maryland didn’t adopt the bird until 1947 as its
official state bird. Minnesota is home to two Oriole species
the Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius) and Baltimore Oriole.
The Orchard Oriole is more commonly found in the southern
half and western portions of the state whereas the Baltimore
Oriole is generally found throughout much of Minnesota. At
one time, the Baltimore Oriole had its name changed to the
Northern Oriole as it was thought to breed with the Bullucks
Oriole wherever their ranges overlapped. But the American
Ornithologist Union reverted back to the Baltimore Oriole
after more DNA testing confirmed the separate species.
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The bright orange and black color of a male oriole can be
easily identified while the less colorful females are a pale

yellow and olive green. An adult male Baltimore Oriole has
a black face and head with the entire chest being bright
orange. They both have white wing bars and are about 9
inches tall. The females usually arrive about 3-5 days later
than the males, with pairs commonly seen in mid-May as
they prepare to nest.

Most of the Orioles spend their winters in Central and South
America, while a few are found in the southern United States.
On their winter range they tend to seek out the shade grown
coffee plantations were larger trees exist. So by drinking
shade grown coffee, you can help preserve critical habitat
(tropical rainforests) and promote better bird conservation.
The continued loss of breeding or wintering habitat has
caused a great deal of concern for many species of birds.
Orioles, are neotropical migrants who migrate between North
America and Central or South America, that change their
diets with the seasons. Here in Minnesota, on their breeding

range the diet consists mostly of insects during late spring
and summer, while their winter grounds provide a diet of
more seeds, fruit and nectar. They are also very fond of the
forest Tent Caterpillar outbreaks that occur in our deciduous
forests.

Attracting Orioles to your back yard can be done with
oranges and jelly. Most feeders have a dish or a cup for the
jelly and a wooden dowel to hold an orange half in place.
Orioles will also visit nectar feeders using sugar water that is
a 4:1 ratio of water and sugar. It is common to see Orioles
using your hummingbird feeders so try and provide them
with one of their own. There are many feeders that allow you
to feed all three foods at the same time, nectar, jelly and
oranges. A new food that is gaining
in popularity used in feeding birds are
mealworms. Using mealworms have
been very successful use the medium
size ones for feeding birds they seem
to be the right size for many birds.
Many of our neotropical birds travel
long distances covering thousands of
miles in short periods of time and are
tired and hungry once they arrive.
Providing this live food source helps
them refuel much more efficiently
and is the best way to mimic their
natural insect diet. The best location
in Brainerd to purchase live mealworms is the Little Farm
Market or try the bug Company online. More birds our
visiting our mealworm feeders than the jelly, oranges and
nectar. With live food present can encourage Orioles to nest
and provide a reliable food source for the parents to feed their
young. This also provides a wonderful opportunity to
increase and enhance the number and variety of birds visiting
your bird feeding station this summer.

Once they arrive you can find them in city parks, backyards,
wooded edges and open areas with scattered tall trees. They
seem to seek out these areas that are near water and you can
attract them to your yard with a water bath. In our area they
are seen using Birch, Oak, Aspen and Cottonwood trees to
place their nest. The female Oriole constructs a very unusual
nest that some would describe as a “grass sock” hanging from
a tree limb. This basket type nest suspends using large pieces
of hair, grasses and fine fibers interwoven to support the nest.
The nest is constructed in three to five days and is placed high
in a tree on an outer branch. In some locations where birch
trees occur you may see several old nests from past years.
You can purchase and supply nesting material near your
oriole feeder to help them with their nest. They start nesting
in June and have three to five eggs that hatch in about 15 days
or so. If you have feeders for them they will bring their
young starting in August and will stay until the fall migration.

If they are successful they tend to return to same area to nest
and raise young again. By creating the correct habitat for
Orioles using the proper feeders and providing water you too
can encourage them to nest in your yard this year.

Seeing the first Oriole is a sure reminder that spring is here
and is time to take down the winter feeders and replace with
jelly, oranges and nectars. By using a feeder that is orange in
color can attract them much easier and faster as they are
seeking out a food source. It’s best to place the feeder in an
open area to start with but can be gradually relocated for
better viewing if necessary. Again with any bird feeder it’s
very important to make sure the feeder is properly maintained
on a routine basis. This becomes more important as the
feeder is susceptible of high
temperatures and rain which can
cause the food or nectar to go bad
quickly. Remember when you can
provide a safe and clean feeding
environment you can increase the
number and variety of colorful
songbirds that visit your backyard.
We hope you will be able to attract
more Orioles this spring/summer
with these helpful hints so you can be
successful in adding some color to
your garden or backyard naturally.
MN Backyard Birds offers our
complementary consultation to help you attract and enjoy
more Orioles and the many other colorful songbirds to your
backyard. Happy Birding!
Judd Brink, is the owner of MN Backyard Birds and offers
birdscaping to help you enjoy and attract more birds. MN
Backyard Birds was featured on MN Bound with Ron Schara
and Kare 11 with Belinda Jensen. Please contact us at MN
Backyard
Birds
(218)
838-4784
or
email
info@birdminnesota.com

www.mnbackyardbirds.com
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“WE CLEAN ANYTHING”
OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
Free Estimates
Window Cleaning • Carpet Steam Cleaning
Power Washing - Decks, Patios, Siding, Garage Floors & More
Air Duct Cleaning • Odor Removal
Tile & Grout Steam Cleaning-Showers and Floors
Gutters • Area Rugs, Fine Fabrics, Sofas and Chairs
Wood Restoring, Staining and Painting
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Matt Kramer • (952) 240-7702 • (218) 692-5326
Certified, Insured, References • Green Cleaning
www.customclean.com
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LAND SERVICES REPORT
Greetings from the Crow Wing County Land Services
Department! We are looking forward to 2016 and excited to
be able to work with you – our customers. Feel free to
contact Land Services to discuss permit requirements,
wetlands, ice ridges, aquatic invasive species or any other
land related issues.

2015 Year-End Report
A total of 991 building permits were approved in 2015
compared to 864 permits in 2014, which was an overall
increase of almost 15%. It is the goal of the Land Services
Department that 100% of all permit applications be approved
within 8 business days. The year-end report showed that over
85% of permits were approved in five days or less in 2015.

Based on the Land Use Ordinance, site specific performance
standards to protect our lakes and streams are now reviewed
and approved prior to issuing a land use permit. Properties
that exceed 15% impervious surface coverage (hard surfaces
such as driveways or roof tops) are required to submit a
stormwater management plan that prevents water from a 1”
rain event going directly into a lake or stream. 71 stormwater
management plans and 13 shoreline buffers restorations were
approved by the Land Services Department in 2015.
Stormwater management is one of the most important things
that can be done to keep our lakes and rivers clean.

A total of 286 new septic systems were permitted in 2015
compared to 229 in 2014. Of the 286 systems, 176 were new
installations while 110 were upgrades of existing systems that
were not functioning properly. In addition, it is required that
an existing septic system be inspected prior to issuing any
permits on the property. 931 existing septic systems were
inspected by MPCA licensed septic inspectors in 2015. 894
of those inspected systems were approved and met both local
and state requirements, which is a 96% approval rate. Those
systems that are non-compliant are required to be replaced
within 10 months.

Permit Requirements
Crow Wing County is required by the State of Minnesota to
regulate land use activities around lakes. Most activities
around a lake that include construction or dirt moving require
a permit from the Land Services Department. Properties that
are within the City limits of Breezy Point should contact the
City directly for permit requirements.
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Crow Wing County utilizes an on-line permit system to make
the permit application process simple and easy. The permit
system can be found on the Crow Wing County webpage at
https://enviropermits.crowwing.us/. The items needed to
submit for an application include a simple site sketch of the
property showing current buildings on the property and
location of proposed improvements. It is important to note

By Chris Pence

on the sketch dimensions of the improvements, setbacks to
property lines and lake and location of the well and septic
system. State law also requires septic systems to be inspected
prior to the County issuing a permit. If the system is older
than 5 years or has had an inspection within the last three
years, an inspection is not needed. All applications are then
reviewed in the field by a Land Service Specialist so please
stake out the location of the proposed improvements. Tom
Espersen is the Land Service Specialist for Pelican Lake. He
can
be
contacted
at
218-824-1125
or
tom.espersen@crowwing.us. Permits are typically issued in
8 days or less.

Ice Ridges
The Crow Wing County Land Use Ordinance allows an
annual ice ridge to be re-graded back to original elevation
without a permit when the work is done in the same year the
ice ridge was created. Annual ice ridges are defined as a
linear mound of lakebed materials pushed up onto the
lakeshore by the action of ice within a calendar year.

COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
Michael A. Schwarze

Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

LAND SERVICES REPORT
By Chris Pence

Work on historic ice ridge damage requires a shoreland
alteration permit. Historic ice ridges are a linear mound of
lakebed materials pushed up onto the lakeshore by the action
of ice over a period of two or more years upon which wellestablished trees and shrubs are growing.

Before repairing shoreline damage, property owners should
consult the Land Services Department for a review of
applicable rules.

2016 Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Plan
The Crow Wing County Board has approved the 2016
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Plan for the treatment and
prevention of invasive species in county waters. The 2016
AIS plan was developed with the input of area lake
associations and concerned citizens in the fall of 2015.
Building upon the 2015 AIS plan, the 2016 plan focuses on
the top priorities identified by these groups including; boat
landing inspections, watercraft decontamination, eurasian
water milfoil treatment, education / awareness and innovative
special projects. Funding for local AIS prevention efforts
was allocated by the state legislature in 2014 as part of
program aid given to Minnesota counties.

Pelican Lake was allocated a total of 1,200 inspection hours
at Breezy Point Resort, City of Breezy Point (NW Side of
Pelican), Halverson Bay and Jones Bay. As in past years,
County staff will work directly with the Lake Association to
determine the days and hours the inspectors are at the
landings.

Nearly 43,000 watercraft inspections for Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS) were conducted in 2015 by County or DNR
inspectors at approximately 50 landings within the County.
This represents over 10% of the total watercraft inspections
conducted statewide. Of those inspected, 57% were
incoming watercraft to a Crow Wing County Landing. Over
97% of boaters had their drain plug out upon arriving at the
landing. In addition 98.8% were clean upon entry (no plants,
animals or zebra mussels). In addition, only 20 of the 43,000
inspections found zebra mussels attached to the boat/trailer
prior to launch. Only two new infestations of AIS were
documented in 2015 in Crow Wing County: Ruth Lake for
Zebra Mussels and White Sand Lake for Eurasianwatermilfoil.
The infestations in both cases were
subsequently treated and contained.
We look forward to working with you in 2016!
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By Kris Kristufek

LOON WATCH
ON MOUSSEAU BAY

There is little in our corner of the world that gets one stirring
more than the call and the wail of a loon, the State Bird of
Minnesota. The loons in our lakes are most often the
Common Loon or Gavia immer. Loons are often referred to
as 'feathered fish', as they spend as much time underwater as
they do above. They touch land only at birth, during mating
and while nesting. Their legs are located farther back on their
bodies than any other bird, so walking is out of the question.
They bump awkwardly up into the nests to protect eggs, but
seldom ever are seen on land.

During a wing stretch, the loon rises up out of the water to
stretch and flap both wings. Loons also do a lot of preening
which is related to keeping feathers clean and in good
condition. They flip, dive aggressively, smack the water hard
with their wings, and essentially look like they are crazed.
This action is obviously where the term "crazy as a loon"
comes from. They do this to force water through their
feathers to extract dirt and feather parasites. Their waterproof
feathers prevent water from reaching the skin and causing
hypothermia. Preening involves extracting oil from the
uropygial gland near the base of the tail and working the oil
through all of the feathers. To reach their belly and side
feathers, loons will roll to one side. Rubbing their head on
their back waterproofs their head feathers.

Loons mate for life, and return to the same lake year after
year to mate and hopefully raise a young family. Adults
average about 10# in weight, are about 30" from head to tail
and have a 5 foot wing span. They are comparable in size to
Canada Geese, but have longer bodies and shorter wingspans
than the geese. The plumage on adult loons in the summer is
a black back splashed with white spots and stripes; the
underside is white, with a black/iridescent green head. In the
winter, the plumage changes to a grey coat with white
underbelly. Plumage is identical in both the male and
female. The eyes are red; this color serves as a filter to aid
in underwater vision. The bill is long, large and black, like
an evenly tapered dagger. They have long webbed flexible
toes that are helpful in swimming. The bones are solid unlike
other birds.

Immediately upon arrival from the Gulf of Mexico, our loons
begin housekeeping chores of building a new nest, typically
of shoreline vegetation, reeds, and mud. Sometimes they nest
right at the water's edge using rocks as part of the nest.
Typically 2 eggs are laid shortly after mating; these 2-1/2-3"
greenish brown ovals are guarded by both adults taking turns
in the nest for the 27-30 days it takes the eggs to hatch. As
soon as the baby loons are hatched and the feathers are dry,
the adults assist them into the water, never return to the natal
nest. Both parents feed the baby loons small minnows and
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other bait fish that are plentiful in our lakes. For the first
several weeks of life both parents are close by, even allowing
the little ones to tag a ride on the backs of the adults or be
tucked secretly under a wing, out of sight of raptors looking
for a delicious snack.

For nearly 20 years, we have launched an artificial platform
in front of our house on Mousseau Bay and provide nesting
material for "our" loons. A couple of years ago we had house
guests from Great Britain who helped us anchor a floating
bog for our pair. Within a minute both adult loons were in the
nest, making provisions for what was yet to come. What a
thrill it has been to observe these great birds near our home
and then to see the little ones grow up and leave to never
return to their birthplace lake.

Starting this year, near our floating bog, we will have a Loon
Cam streaming live video starting with the launching of the
nest to hopefully the birth and successful nesting of this year's
hatch. The Mousseau Bay Loon Cam can be found at
http://mousseaubay-looncam.from-mn.com it will be live a
few days after the ice melts when we can get a boat into the
bay to anchor the nest and the video equipment. The
password “guest” will be required to log in.

You may also wish to email Kris Kristufek
Rodbuilder@lakeladyrods.com and request to be added to the
distribution list for LOON Watch, a written update of the
loon’s progress, delivered via email.
Should you be out boating, please give the loons plenty of
room. Do not attempt to get up close and personal with them,
just talk to them in a soft voice and they will often respond
to you.

CUSTOM-CRAFTED FISHING RODS

www.lakeladyrods.com

LAKES
PRINTING
PRINTING
LAKES
It is our belief that through hard work, honesty, integrity
and a commitment to this community that we can make a difference.
We are proud to live, work and play in this community.
WHATEVER IT TAKES

We truly do “Whatever it Takes” to make our home a better place.
It is our desire to be your printer. Please contact us.
We look forward to working with you.

RENT SEADOOS

1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
Phone: 218-829-7790 • Fax: 218-829-0977
www.lakesprinting.com

from us
on Pelican Lake
at Breezy Pt Resort
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MEMBERSHIP AND DATABASE
Jim Nickel,
PLA Membership
and Database Manager

2016 SPRING UPDATE

A special “thank you” to San and Karen Countryman who
have completed their many years of performing PLA
Membership and Database responsibilities. These duties
have now been officially passed on to me and, in accepting
them, and with your help; I have agreed to keep our
membership records accurate, current, and up to date. I am
also looking forward to the additional challenge of continuing
to expand our active membership.
In January, I created the annual membership dues and
donations mailing. I was very impressed with this year’s
quick response of so many members generously supporting
the PLA objectives of Water Quality Testing, Aquatic
Invasive Species Monitoring, Education and Registration,
Coordination with Government and Other Non-Profits,
Improving our Fisheries, and in Building a Community of
Interest in Our Lakes. If for some reason you have not
remitted your 2016 membership dues and donations, please
do so by mailing a check to: PLA, P.O. Box 823, Nisswa,
MN 56468. Your payments are tax deductible under Internal
Revenue Code Section 501c (3).
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This Pelican Lakes Association Spring Newsletter has been
delivered to you by hard copy or, per your request, as an
electronic version to your email address. As always, we
would love to have anyone who is currently not a member
become part of PLA. This can be done by completing the
form on the back of the newsletter and mailing it to the
Pelican Lakes Association. Please visit our website at
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org for more in-depth
information.

THANK YOU
TO

GLEN YOUNG

for managing the
Pelican Lakes Association
website!
VISIT US AT

www.pelicanlakesassociation.org
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SIGN UP

NOW!!!

Have you ever wished you had a perfectly good reason to get to know
your lake neighbors just a little bit better? Wish no more! Sign up to
be a “Beach Captain” and you’ll have a great excuse to walk or ride
to the next few houses on your block or road. It can be fun; it’s easy,
and it has the potential to be very rewarding. Your responsibilities
will include helping individuals and families sign up as new members
of the Pelican Lakes Association and reassuring present members that
their input is valued. Plan to attend the first organizational meeting of
the season in mid-June. Meeting details will be in the summer
newsletter. It’s guaranteed that you’ll meet new people and have fun
in the process! Beach Captains make it happen!!!

Contact:
Tom McGrann
218-382-7358
tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net
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PELICAN LAKES
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Art Weaver – President
218-562-4196 • weaver2aj@tds.net

Craig Norman – Vice President
612-578-6751 • craigdnorman@gmail.com

Tracy Donovan – Secretary/Land Use
218-562-4085 • tracydonovan@tds.net

Bob Vaughn – Treasurer
218-963-6117 • rjvaughn2818@charter.net

Jodi Billy – LARA Representative
612-875-8084 • Jodibilly@comcast.net

Laurie Greeno
952-927-6676 • greenolaurie@gmail.com

Bob Hamilton – Water Quality/Land Use
218-820-7435 • bobhamilton@edinarealty.com
Max Martz
402-239-8787 • maxbigred12@yahoo.com

[ [
MISSION
STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association
(PLA) is a dynamic
organization committed to
preserving the quality of
life and the environmental
health of the Pelican
Lakes through the
promotion of
environmental
stewardship and
educational programs.

Tom McGrann – Beach Captains
218-382-7358 • tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net

Jim Nickel – Membership/Database Manager
612-850-7435 • jimnickel@comcast.net

Rich Nolan – Land Use
218-820-6166 • nolan@crosbyironton.net

David Slipy – Landing Monitors
218-562-5393 • dslipy@hotmail.com

David Spizzo
218-831-9283 • dspizzo@breezypointresort.com

Matt Stephens – Land Use/Water Quality
218-820-4045 • matt@larsongrouprealestate.com
Glen Young – Webmaster
218-765-3999 • greencoulee@gmail.com

JoAnn Weaver – Newsletter Editor
218-562-4196 • joann.weaver@tds.net
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BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

ASSOCIATION

Name
Spouse
Permanent Address
City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Big Pelican
Little Pelican
Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address.

