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RAMP MONITORING
CONTINUES

Pelican Lakes Association will continue
its program of volunteer monitors at the
three public landings and at Breezy
Point Resort. These volunteers augment
what the paid interns do.

We currently have a group of 10
volunteers who spend one or two hours
a week at one of the landings. Our task
is to remind boaters entering and
leaving Pelican Lake as to what they
need to do to avoid transporting
invasive species.
We are there as educators,
not inspectors!!!
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If you are interested in helping in this
effort please contact:
David Slipy at 218-831-3027
OR
e-mail dslipy@hotmail.com
OR
Tom McGrann at 281-382-7358

LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Pelican Lakes had a mild winter with very little snow followed by an
early spring with ice out on the first of April. A large flock of white
pelicans were seen on the lake in late April and early May on their
northward migration to Canada. The loons, mallards, and herons
have returned too for the season. Those of you coming North for the
first time since early fall will notice significant changes in the road
from Nisswa to Pequot Lakes and from Pequot Lakes to the Breezy
Point corner. These massive changes in the landscape were
necessitated by the bypass of state highway 371 around Pequot
Lakes. The work is scheduled to be completed in 2018. Many
thousands of trees were removed for this project which makes our
tree planting initiative all the more important. A brief summary of
the board of director initiatives follows:
(1) PLA contributed another $10,000 to the Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC). We continue to
feel this is where the solutions to the AIS problems will be solved
by prevention, containment, and/or elimination.

(2) PLA has partnered with MAISRC to initiate a pilot project (AIS
Trackers) involving the training of volunteers to identify and
monitor changes in AIS populations in Pelican. This will
eventually become a statewide program. We will train our
landing monitors but we also hope some of our members will
volunteer to complete the training program. Once trained, AIS
Trackers will input data into an interactive AIS database
accessible to MAISRC researchers and DNR AIS managers.
(3) PLA retains active memberships and involvement in the Pine
River Watershed, the Watershed Restoration and Prevention
strategy (WRAPS), Conservation Minnesota, Minnesota Lakes
and Rivers Association, Minnesota Coalition of Lake
Associations, Northern Crow Wing County Lake Associations,
and Crow Wing County Lakes and Rivers Association.

(4) PLA and PLCC both donated $2000 to the USDA Wildlife
Services to assist in the reduction of the enlarging cormorant
population on Gooseberry Island.

(5) Curly Leaf Pondweed treatment continues in Breezy Bay and
inspections by the DNR will also take place in Stewarts Bay and
Jones Bay.
(6) PLA continues to contract with AW Research laboratories
monthly during May through September regarding a detailed
water quality analysis of both big and little Pelican

(7) The PLA newsletter (issued in April, June, and September) and
the web-site (www.pelicanlakesassociation.org) have been
enhanced and the membership database and mailing capability is
now managed electronically.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
(8) PLA has purchased 1000 small trees (250 each of Red
Pine, White Pine, Red Maple, and Birch) to be planted
within the Pelican Lake Watershed area and distributed to
PLA members at the annual meeting. Several should be
available for each member in attendance. We have
partnered with CWC Soil and Water and they will be
present to help in the distribution of the trees and provide
tips on planting and maintenance. Our fish populations
and water quality are dependent on the tree populations
and forestry around the lake and I hope the number of
trees planted each year will continue to multiply.

(9) Again, thank you for your membership dues and
donations which allow your association to keep abreast
of the ever increasing environmental threats. It has been
a privilege to serve as PLA president these challenging
past four years and I look forward to turning over the
leadership to our incoming president Craig Norman and
a superb board of directors after the annual meeting.
Have a safe and wonderful summer in this pristine area
and I hope to see all of you at the annual meeting on
June 25th .

Art Weaver, President Pelican Lakes Association

Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican
Lakes served by this organization? Would you like to see
your photo on the cover of a future newsletter? Please share
by sending one or more of your photos to PLA Newsletter
Editor, JoAnn Weaver joann.weaver@tds.net

PEQUOT LAKES SANITATION
P.O. BOX 639, Pequot Lakes, MN 56472

• Local Family Owned Business
• Flexible Seasonal Service
• Rates & Styles to Fit Your Lifestyle
• Additional ‘Big Haul” Service

WE LOVE OUR
PELICAN LAKE CUSTOMERS!!

218-568-4630
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THE IMPORTANCE OF
FOREST MANAGEMENT

for future growth and it will also eliminate fire threats. Being
fire wise is an easy way to protect your property while
improving the quality of your woods.

There is a thought throughout Minnesota that letting nature
take its course when it comes to the woods will result in a
healthier forest. While this may be true in some situations,
human activity has impaired many of the natural processes
that formed today’s woodlands. Wildfires that were once
allowed to renew the forest floor have been reduced and
restricted. Introduced plants have replaced once native
habitats. Woodland diseases have increased, decimating
healthy populations and non-native insects are infesting
stands across the landscape. Wildlife populations have been
manipulated or altered from human influence and the
increase of the human population that inhibit and recreate in
the Minnesota woods has led to dramatic changes from a
century ago. It is more difficult for nature to take its course
now more than ever. Doing nothing to your woods is
possibly doing more damage than good. The alternative is
to become a woodland steward by actively managing for
wood, wildlife or recreation while protecting the quality of
your natural resources (soil, water, wildlife, trees and other
plants) for the future generations to enjoy.

One of the most common reasons families own a woodland
is to enjoy the wildlife it supports, whether by hunting, bird
watching, photography or some other activity. One great
reason to manage the woods is to improve wildlife habitat.
This is as easy as seeding the trail with forbs for wildlife
browse or periodically shearing shrubs in the spring to
provide young healthy shrubs in the winter for deer browse
and cover. Good wildlife habitat provides animals with
escape cover allowing animals protection from predators and
thermal cover to protect animals from excessive heat or cold.
Planting seedling conifers will provide shelter that will limit
radiant heat loss, break the wind and reduce snow depths.
Lastly, one of the most beneficial management practices is to
clear cut poplar trees. Aspen and birch, with their ability to
quickly regenerate, will provide food and shelter for all
different species.

Periodically selling timber products from the land can
provide a steady stream of income for a family. For example,
a pine plantation can be thinned many times over the life of
the stand. Or an aspen stand harvested at a 50-year rotation
can provide a substantial one-time gain to help with large
expenses. Most landowners will only sell timber once or
twice in their lifetime, and are therefore not experts in
woodland management or timber marketing. The good news
is that there are resources available to help landowners make
an informed harvesting decision while meeting forest
management goals and getting a fair market price.

The next thought that many landowners fight with is that it is
too difficult to manage their forest. Yes, management can be
overbearing to think about, but it can also be fun if you let it.
My recommendation is to start easy, get into your woods and
build a trail. Creating a trail will help you appreciate what
you have. You will begin to notice the hidden treasures: a
massive oak or pine, a mature aspen grove, young maple
saplings, understory flowers or fruit-bearing shrubs. Building
a trail opens access and encourages management.
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As you walk your woods, you may begin to see some trees
that are damaged or are growing to close together that could
be thinned. Taking down a few trees will allow for the
remaining trees to grow healthier and to the full potential.
Other easy projects that can improve your woods is to cut
firewood. Even if you do not burn wood, allow a neighbor to
come in. Removing down wood will open the forest floor

Your woodland is a renewable resource; however, trees are
long-lived and take many years to mature. Decisions you
make now about wildlife management, harvesting trees or
controlling invasive species will influence the character of

your woodland for many
years into the future. As a
woodland owner you need
to plan for the long term
because whatever you do
will have long term
effects.
Start by
developing a woodland
stewardship plan. This
process will help you
determine objectives; use
you time, energy and
money efficiently; make
informed decisions; avoid
costly errors; and evaluate
you progress. Contact a
forester or the Crow Wing
Soil
and
Water
Conservation
District
today to begin the process of forest management and
becoming a steward of the land.
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES:
Build a trail
Thin out trees
Harvest timber
Create openings or corridors
Seed wildlife opening and trails
Plant tree/shrub seedlings
Remove terrestrial invasive species

By Darren Mayers; Forester/District Technician,
Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
Darren.mayers@crowwingswcd.org
218-828-6197
RECREATING ACTIVITIES:
Ski, bike or hike
Cut firewood
Pick berries
Harvest mushrooms
Hunt or photograph wildlife
Antler shed hunt
Build a tree or ground fort
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SGT ADAM KRONSTEDT/BOAT & WATER
- SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

YOUTH BOATING SAFETY CLASS

When: Monday, June 20, 2016, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
Where: Breezy Point Public Safety Building – 8361 County Road 11, Breezy Point
Cost: …Free…..
This class will be taught by Sergeant Adam Kronstedt from the Crow Wing County Sheriff’s Department, Boat
and Water Division. The class includes a lunch provided by the Pelican Lake Conservation Club and regulation
life jacket provided by the Pelican Lakes Association.

To register, send an email to Sgt Adam Kronstedt adam.kronstedt@crowwing.us with the following:
1. Student’s first and last name.
2. Student’s age.
3. Name and contact # of student’s parent/guardian.
***class will be capped at 24 students***

MNDNR – Minnesota Boating Guide 2016
Stay Alert, Stay Alive - Top Five Boating Tips

(Complete brochure available on the
MNDNR website)

1. Wear your life jacket – And make sure your children wear theirs.
2. Stay sober – Booze and boating don’t mix. Alcohol is the #1 factor in boating fatalities.
3. Tell a friend – Tell someone where you’re going and when you will be back. If you’re not back, they should
call 911. Bring a phone or a VHF radio.
4. Be weather aware – Don’t let a storm sneak up on you – delay your trip or head to shore. Go slow in rough
water to avoid capsizing.
5. Get a clue – Understand your boat; keep your eyes peeled for danger; stay seated and low in the boat so you
don’t fall overboard; take a boating safety course.

Regulation Changes for 2016
• An alcohol concentration of .16 or more is now an aggravating factor elevating Boating While Intoxicated
(BWI) to a gross misdemeanor. (Pg. 33)
• Wake surfing is now subject to the same regulations as towed watersports. (Pg. 33)
• Watercraft are now prohibited from towing passengers from one-half hour after sunset to sunrise of the
following day. (Pg. 33)
• Personal watercraft life jackets must now be U.S. Coast Guard-approved/not prohibited for use with
personal watercraft or while water skiing. (Pg. 33)

The Circle of Death

This is a potentially deadly boating situation. It can happen when boat operators let go of the steering wheel or
the tiller of a moving boat. It may also be related to a mechanical problem, a collision, a large wake, or hitting a
submerged object. In these situations, as a result of a rotating propeller, steering torque occurs. This often forces
the motor to the left which then causes the boat to swerve to the right. As a result of this sudden movement, the
boat operator and any passengers can be violently ejected into the water. The unmanned boat then continues in a
tight circle, with high probability that the boat will repeatedly strike the victim(s) and inflict serious propeller
wounds until the boat is stopped or it runs out of fuel.

There is a simple precaution that a boater can take to avoid this problem. Make certain that the boat you’re using
has a lanyard operated ignition interrupting switch (kill switch) and use it! Ignition cut-off devices should be
attached to the boat operator at all times when the boat is in operation. When the kill switch is activated, the motor
should stop running immediately. Compare it to fastening your seat belt before you drive a car. Make it part of
the process; follow the instructions on the dashboard of your boat and attach the lanyard to your person!
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Boating is a great activity. Your safety and that of your passengers is greatly enhanced when you follow safe
boating practices. Be mindful of the regulations, respect other boaters, don’t drink and drive, and always wear a
life jacket.

BREEZY POINT

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691

Off Sale • Grocery • Fuel - 218-562-4040
6

WALLEYE
DAN
Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen
www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com
218-839-5598

Clear lakes can be a little trickier to fish! And yes, Pelican
is extremely clear. With this being said, you almost need to
pretend you're hunting...and actually you are. When I'm
"hunting" down the elusive walleye on Pelican, I will start
looking deep with my my Humminbird Helix. I will not
hesitate to check out 50 feet of water. Yes that is deep, but
fish can swim and they aren't afraid to hang in deep water!
Electronics are very critical. I will occasionally use an
underwater camera too, especially to try and identify species.
You will also need to take the conditions into consideration.
If it's a windy day and overcast, I'm happy. Under these
conditions, fish just seem to bite better! The baitfish are
being pushed and held into a particular area and the fish love
it! They can still be a little spooky, so make sure to use your
electric motor (if you can hold your position) and continue to
throw different bait offerings at them. I love live bait,
especially 4-8 inch red tail or creek chubs. You will have to
use a 3/8-3/4 (depending on how big your minnow is and
how windy it is) ounce weight to get and keep you down in

the strike zone. When this minnow starts acting scared, it's
time to be ready to give them some line! Make certain you
have a large enough hook too, if you are using a 4 inch
minnow a size 2 hook will do the trick. If you are using a
jumbo minnow, a 1/0 hook should do the trick. I also prefer
braided line while fishing this way, the feel you have
(especially in deep water) is going to be a lot better than a
monofilament line. Another way to fool these Pelican
walleye is to hunt them down at night! A Salmo hornet is a
great bait to be long line trolling behind your boat during the
night hours. I'll use 8 or 10 pound braid for this technique as
well. I will typically use a swivel to merge my braided line
to a 4 foot length of fluorocarbon line. If you are going to
night fish, make sure you have the boat free of obstacles and
make sure you have plenty of interior lights! Good luck this
spring and summer and I hope you catch some!

www.walleyedan.com

CHECK OUT OUR LARGE SELECTION OF
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NEW & USED BOATS ONLINE AT

Walleyedan

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM

8

NOTHING EASY ABOUT EASEMENTS
By: Mark A. Severson

With multiple law offices in the Brainerd Lakes Area, a
significant portion of our practice is devoted to
easements. Clients often come in with their own
assumptions of what an easement is and what it entails.
The world of easements is as broad as it is complex.
Easements can be an incredibly useful tool to resolve
disputes or problems either through real estate
transactions or litigation. Specifically, an easement can
be used to provide access for a driveway or even to a
lake. An easement can also be used to preserve wetlands
or to protect certain portions of land from development
or use. This overview provides a mere snapshot of the
concept of easements.

Easement Defined
An easement is defined as the right in the owner of one
parcel of land, by reason of such ownership, to use the
land of another for a special purpose not inconsistent
with a general property of such owner. The grantor of
the easement retains fee title to his or her land. The
benefitting party gains the ability to use the grantor’s
land for the stated purpose set forth in the easement. In
simple terms, an easement provides the right to use
another’s land for whatever purpose the easement was
created. That use, however, is limited to the specifically
described uses in the written document creating the
easement. The use may be exclusive to a benefitting
party or others may have rights to use it at the same time
(non-exclusive). An easement may be perpetual and
“run with the land” or not run with the land and be
available to only the benefitting party during the
benefitting party’s lifetime. An easement can also expire
by its own terms or with a deadline. Finally, an easement
can be deemed abandoned if not put to its intended use
within forty (40) years.

the burdened land. It does not allow the owner of the
dominant estate to make some direct use of the burdened
land. A negative easement may be used for many
reasons including, but not limited to, for light, air, lateral
support, views, or even water flow.

Conservation Easements: Restrict Uses of Land
A conservation easement is another type of negative
easement, to restrict use of land in a natural form, at the
request of government or private landowners. Typically,
a conservation easement is used with the goal of
preserving natural habitats such as a lake or a stream. A
conservation easement is intended to leave certain
property in its natural state by preventing development
or intense uses. In the case of a lake, certain activities
could be restricted along any fragile areas such as the
shoreline to improve water quality. More often than not
conservation easements are created through the efforts
of the responsible government entities. Like all
easements, the landowner with the property burdened
by the easement still retains fee title in his/her property;
however, once granted, the restriction on use must be
considered in its valuation.
Again, this merely scratches the surface of easements.
There are other types of easements. For example, a
prescriptive easement can be established by use of the
property if certain legal elements are satisfied.

If you have a property that could use an easement or is
already burdened by an easement or, perhaps, benefitted
by an easement, it may be prudent to have a discussion
with a real estate attorney over the rights and duties
involved in the easement. Done properly, easements can
ease the use of one’s property and, hopefully, encourage
and foster neighborly relationships.

Ambiguous Description of Location
When a real estate attorney is not used to draft the www.tslawpa.com
easement the most prevalent issue is not specifically
defining the location of the easement through a legal
description or the area is defined by the entire lot
(blanket easement). In the case of a blanket or undefined
easement as to the location, the portion of the land not
actually used may be released from the easement or a
Court could reform the easement based on evidence of
actual use (again, if it is not used at all in a forty year
span, the easement could be deemed abandoned).
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Negative Easement: Banning Certain Uses
It is even possible, if the relevant parties agree, for
example, to use a “negative easement” to prevent the
construction of a dock that would obstruct the lake view.
A negative easement bans or restricts a particular use on
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FISHERIES UPDATE

BRAINERD AREA FISHERIES APRIL 2016
John Steinbeck once said, “It has always been my private
conviction that any man who pits his intelligence against a
fish and loses has it coming.” And yet as anglers and
fisheries biologists, we do just that…and we do it on a regular
basis. Though this article my not help you in catching more
fish, hopefully it might provide some insight on how we
conduct fish management on Pelican Lake. Perhaps it may
even stir conversation between good natured ribbings that
often occur in a fishing boat.
Our routine fisheries management consists of walleye
stocking and netting evaluations. We use gill nets and trap
nets to evaluate adult gamefish and panfish populations and
periodic electrofishing in late spring/early summer to sample
bass. Nets are set in the same locations at roughly the same
time each year and provide an index of fish abundance from
year to year. The included charts represent historical catches
from our survey nettings. The 25%, 50% and 75% bars on
the right side of the charts represent quartiles for lakes similar
to Pelican. As an example, for walleyes, 25% of the lakes
would have a gill net catch of 4.01 or less, another 25%
would have a catch of 9.63 or more with half the lakes falling
somewhere in between. As you can see, there can be quite a
bit of variability from one year to the next and this is to be
expected as fish populations are always changing.

As many of you know, Pelican is a very good fishing lake for
a variety of species though our management is focused on
walleye, largemouth bass, and northern pike. The majority
(75% in 1999) of anglers on Pelican are targeting walleye, so
that will be the focus here, particularly since there has been
some concern about the walleye fishery over the last few
years. Walleye fishing has been slower, but some people are
still having really good success. Highs and lows are both
expected and when walleye numbers are so high like they
were in the 80’s and early-mid 2000’s, they can eventually
lead to a decline in perch numbers followed by a decline in
walleye numbers. Like with so many things in life, you have
to take the bad with the good. To keep a close eye on the
walleye population, we have increased the frequency with
which we conduct our routine summer nettings. In the 2012
survey, the walleye population was at Pelican’s long-term
average level. In the 2014 and 2015 surveys, walleye
numbers were below average but not below the historic
range. We will re-survey in 2016 and perhaps annually for
several years. Keep in mind that walleye population numbers
can be high and fishing poor, and vice versa. Many factors
affect fishing success, such as walleye food abundance,
weather, and plant distributions, most of which are not under
our control.
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To ensure Pelican walleye numbers remain sustainably high,
we stock 3.9 million walleye fry (newly hatched walleye)

annually. This has produced numerous good classes of
walleye over the last 16 years. We then sample the year-class
every fall to measure the success of the fry stocking. If we
aren’t seeing sufficient numbers of small walleye we will
stock fingerling (4-7 inch) walleyes, as outlined in the Pelican
Lake
Fisheries
Management
Plan
(see
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/areas/fisheries/brainerd/index.ht
ml). A poor year-class on occasion is OK, and common on
even the best walleye lakes. We prevent the occurrence of
successive weak year-classes with this stocking strategy.

Other than stocking, the other tool in the fisheries
management toolbox is special regulations. Occasionally we
hear folks asking why we have not taken more proactive steps
to preserve the walleye population with increased fishing
pressure over the years and if special regulations might help
improve walleye fishing. Special regulations can be effective
for many objectives including maintaining adequate numbers
of spawning fish, spreading harvest across more anglers, and
increasing catch rates. The trade-off is reduced angler
harvest. In 2004, we discussed regulation options at length
with anglers and proposed a 17”-26” protected slot limit.
However, it was unpopular, opposed by many of the lake’s
anglers, and was never implemented. Regulations will not
work unless they force anglers to put fish back in the water.
Anglers have thus far been unwilling to support a regulation
that would be effective, but we are always open to dialogue
on this.
If you fish Pelican regularly, you will likely be contacted this
summer by a DNR clerk conducting a creel survey who will
ask you a variety of questions about your fishing trip. A creel
survey is a scientific sampling of pressure, catch, and harvest
rates and is the only accurate way to gauge fishing success.
Basic questions will include the time your started fishing, fish
species you are targeting, and how many fish you have
harvested and released. The clerk will also measure
harvested fish and will remove a dorsal spine from walleyes
to age them. Though the DNR has been unable to fund such
a survey until recently, creel surveys provide important
information for us to be able to effectively manage the
fishery. We would greatly appreciate you cooperation with
this endeavor.

If you still have questions, please call or email DNR
Brainerd Fisheries at 218-203-4301 or email:
Brainerd.Fisheries@state.mn.us. Tight lines!
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2015 WELL RESULTS
By: Sarah Fogderud, A.W. Research Laboratories, Inc.

A total of 129 wells were tested for arsenic, of which
12% had arsenic levels over the health limit of 10.0 ppb.
112 wells were tested for total coliform bacteria and
nitrates in addition to arsenic. Of these wells, there were
none with nitrates over the health limit of 10 mg/L;
however, nitrates were detected in 7% of wells and
Coliform bacteria are a closely related group of bacteria coliform bacteria was found in 10% of wells tested.
species that live in the intestinal tracts of animals and
are generally not harmful to human health. A few types In general, we found that wells along the southeast shore
of bacteria within the total coliform group, most notably of Pelican Lake had higher arsenic levels. This is most
E. coli, can cause serious illness. Nitrate is a form of likely due to the geology and the greater depth of wells
nitrogen and is a common contaminant in wells in this area. The geology of the Pelican Lake watershed
throughout Minnesota. The majority of the nitrate in the is made up of a sand aquifer with clay lenses distributed
environment comes from decomposition of organic throughout at varying depths. This allows for conditions
material; however nitrates are also added to the in which arsenic located in the clay can dissolve easily
environment in the form of fertilizers or septic waste. into the groundwater where wells pass through the clay
Arsenic is a naturally occurring element in rocks and lenses. There was no observable geographic pattern to
soil that can dissolve into groundwater. Most of the the nitrate or coliform results.
arsenic in Minnesota was deposited by glaciers and is
present in all soil in rock. However under certain In addition to the safety testing program, 14 additional
conditions, more arsenic can dissolve into groundwater wells were selected for a more in-depth groundwater
resulting in contamination. Wells that are completed just study. For this study we selected wells that were deep
below a clay layer at least 10 feet thick can have higher (between 50 and 200 feet) and that ended within 20 feet
levels of arsenic than other wells. The Minnesota of a clay or sandy clay layer. These wells were tested for
Department of Health estimates that approximately 10 the safety parameters (coliform bacteria, nitrates, and
percent of wells in Minnesota have natural arsenic levels arsenic) and for total phosphorus and chlorides. The
purpose of the study was to investigate the potential for
greater than 10.0 ppb.
groundwater contamination from septic systems in the
form of phosphorus and chlorides.
In 2015, A.W. Research Laboratories (AWRL) partnered
with the Pelican Lakes Association to conduct a safe
drinking water study of the Pelican Lake area. The
testing focused on three parameters: total coliform
bacteria, nitrates, and arsenic.
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2015 WELL RESULTS

Arsenic concentrations in these wells ranged from less
than 1.00 ppb to 44.4 ppb. We also measured a wide
range of total phosphorus with the lowest reading of less
than 5.00 ppb up to 830 ppb for the highest reading. The
total phosphorus concentrations in Pelican Lake
typically range from 5.00-15.00 ppb. All but one of the
14 wells tested had phosphorus readings that were
between 5 and 50 times higher than the concentration
normally found within the lake! Deeper wells tended to
have higher arsenic and phosphorus concentrations.

We also observed a correlation between arsenic and total
phosphorus: wells with high arsenic also tended to have
higher phosphorus levels. This relationship is
interesting, as it connects a contaminant of concern for
the lake (phosphorus) to a human health concern
(arsenic). Phosphorus and arsenic are chemically very
similar molecules, which is why arsenic is so harmful
to humans. The human body is efficient at utilizing
phosphorus, so when we are exposed to a molecule as
similar to phosphorus as arsenic, our bodies quickly
absorb and integrate the arsenic not knowing that it is a
The high phosphorus readings in many of the wells poison to us. Not much is known about the relationship
tested indicate that some additional source such as septic between phosphorus and arsenic in groundwater;
leeching may be contributing to the groundwater. While however this relationship may be helpful in future
phosphorus at the levels measured is not harmful to modeling of potential pollution sources to the lake.
human health, concentrations greater than 100 ppb may
pose a threat to surface water. Phosphorus Thanks to everyone who participated in this important
concentrations tend to be low in Pelican Lake, therefore study! To learn more about safe drinking water testing,
any input of phosphorus from groundwater, especially visit our website at www.awlab.com or contact us at
with concentrations over 100 ppb could have a large 218-829-7974.
potential impact over time on the water quality of
Pelican Lake.
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WOODPECKERS

Woodpeckers are common visitors
throughout the year for most of us who feed
birds in the Brainerd area. Minnesota has nine species
of woodpeckers: Downy, Hairy, Red-bellied, Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker, Red-headed, Northern Flicker, Pileated, Northern
Three-toed and Black-backed (these last two woodpeckers
draw considerable interest from bird watchers across the
country to observe and photograph). Woodpeckers are found
across many habitats in the state of Minnesota, from Oak
Savanna to Tamarac Bogs. Each of them has their own
particular roles in the environment that benefit many of our
cavity-nesting birds.

Our woodpeckers range in size from the smallest one being
the Downy Woodpecker 6 inches to the largest one being the
Pileated Woodpecker 20 inches or as large as a crow. Within
this group of birds, identification can be challenging. The
appearances of the Downy and Hairy woodpeckers are very
similar; the only differentiating characteristics are body and
bill size. The Downy woodpecker is about 3 inches smaller
and has a shorter bill compared to the larger Hairy
woodpecker, which is 9 inches and has a bill that is at least

By Judd Brink, Owner MN Backyard Birds

twice the length of the Downy woodpecker. The males and
females of both species are identical except for a small red
patch on the back of the neck that indicates a male rather than
a female. Both species remain in Minnesota year-round and
can often be seen at the same time. When you see one, take
a closer look at the size of the woodpecker and its bill length
to determine which species it is. There is also one that some
feel is misnamed the Red-bellied woodpecker. The Redbellied woodpecker does have a red belly, but it is very faint
to almost nonexistent.

The only woodpeckers consider being year-round visitors at
our bird feeders would be the Downy, Hairy, Red-bellied and
Pileated. The Pileated Woodpecker seems to be more shy or
timid of us and often flies away at any movement we cause.
Feeding woodpeckers requires special feeders that dispense
suet or peanuts for best results. Their bills are designed to
excavate into wood so they can use their barbed tongue to
pull out their food. They do not crack open seeds with their
bills like most other birds such as chickadees or cardinals.
Using beef fat or suet is probably the best way to attract them
and there are many ways to do this. Suet can be placed in a

“WE CLEAN ANYTHING”
OVER 25 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
Free Estimates
Window Cleaning • Carpet Steam Cleaning
Power Washing - Decks, Patios, Siding, Garage Floors & More
Air Duct Cleaning • Odor Removal
Tile & Grout Steam Cleaning-Showers and Floors
Gutters • Area Rugs, Fine Fabrics, Sofas and Chairs
Wood Restoring, Staining and Painting
Matt Kramer • (952) 240-7702 • (218) 692-5326
Certified, Insured, References • Green Cleaning
www.customclean.com

COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections
• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping • Stump Removal
Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM
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Michael A. Schwarze

Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

WOODPECKERS
By Judd Brink, Owner MN Backyard Birds

cage type feeder and hung on a tree or post. Today suet cakes
and suet plugs have become more popular than using the
traditional suet from the local butcher or grocery store. The
advantage is they can be used year-round. If you are using
the raw suet during warmer weather, I would strongly
encourage you to switch to a different product. The raw suet
can go rancid very quickly and become unhealthy for the
birds. If you don’t have woodpeckers coming to your yard,
here is one idea...find several downed and dead tree snags
that are 6-10 feet tall, place upright in your yard and hang a
suet feeder from them. If you don’t like using suet, it’s
important that you purchase a feeder that you can refill with
peanuts and out-of-shell sunflower seed or whole corn.

For many people,
woodpeckers
are
associated with the
damage caused to our
homes or trees, but there
are reasons for this
behavior.
MN
Backyard Birds receives
calls
regarding
woodpecker damage to
property and trees each
year. Obviously it’s
more of an issue for
wood sided homes
compared to aluminum siding. If the home is older, the wood
may be rotten or have insects that attract the birds. Also,
during the spring season woodpeckers will “drum” to
announce their territory and as a warning for others to stay
away. When actively drumming they can peck up to 20 times
per second! I have seen several homes that have been
damaged and it can be very expensive to repair. One of the
suggestions that I have offered is to install hardware cloth
along the problem area. This metal screening can be spray
painted to match the homes’ color and can be easily attached
using a staple gun. As the “woodpecker” name implies, they
do spend a lot of time finding food and excavating nesting
cavities in trees (dead or alive). The Yellow-bellied
sapsucker is one that generally feeds on live trees. It drills
tiny holes where tree sap collects, hence its name. They tend
to prefer birch, maple and fruiting trees where insects can get
trapped in the sap.

Once we begin to understand some of the reasons for their
behaviors and learn what we can do to avoid damage, we can
have a better appreciation for them. Here are just a few
interesting facts about woodpeckers that you may not have
known. A woodpecker’s tongue is about as twice as long as
its bill, so the tongue wraps around the birds skull. When
drumming or pecking on a tree, they avoid getting
“headaches” due to a gel-like substance that cushions the
brain from these forceful blows.

One of the rarest birds in the United States is the Ivory-billed
woodpecker, which people have said to be extinct since 1944.
During the winter of 2010, I was involved with a search team
in Louisiana looking for the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker. We
did see some evidence that made us believe, for just a little
while, that maybe they could still be out there. Happy
Birding!

Judd Brink is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the
Brainerd Lakes area. MN Backyard Birds provides
birdscaping for home owners and businesses to attract and
enjoy more colorful songbirds. The business was recently
featured on Kare 11 news with Belinda Jensen and MN
Bound with Ron Schara. For more information about
birdscaping or a free backyard consultation visit our new
website
birdminnesota.com
or
email
us
at
info@birdminnesota.com
Sincerely,
Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!

www.mnbackyardbirds.com
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OUTDOOR
SPORTS

By Kris Kristufek

We are so fortunate to
live in an area where
outdoor recreation has been
made a priority. Without a doubt, fishing and outdoor
sports are big business in the Pelican Lakes Area as well
as the entire State of Minnesota. We live right in the
middle of it all!

With such a strong sporting heritage present, most of us
have at least one "lover of the outdoors" to shop for.
Thankfully, several local companies offer incredible
outdoor products and services right here in our own
back yard. Fishing, hiking, birding, water sports, and
more spark our economy year around.

One such company is LakeLady Custom Fishing Rods.
A cottage industry founded in the beautiful lake country
at Breezy Point over 19 years ago. We produce award
winning custom fishing rods as Individual as you are.
These rods will never be found in any sporting goods
store as they are built to the exact specifications of the
angler, with many choices of colors, action/power,
inscriptions and even a custom embroidered rod sock to
protect the rod when not in use. Discriminating anglers
all over the world rave about the sensitivity of a
LakeLady Rod.

Matt Straw, a nationally recognized outdoor
journalist/photographer, wrote in Lake Country Journal,
"The sound of a Stradivarius violin defies
explanation...Notes of purity leave the realm of
technology wanting...It is hard to compare a fishing rod
with a Stradivarius, but the same principle is at play. A
manmade thing of real beauty transcends the technology
that built it." He went on to say "...that In the Brainerd
Lakes area, angling craftsmanship worthy of open
display can be found in a LakeLady Custom Rod - the
closest thing to a Stradivarius to be found in our little
corner of the world."

Kris Kristufek is a professional rod builder. His career
started with reading both paragraphs in a Field and
Stream magazine years ago. Since, he has traveled the
world, taking lessons from some of the masters of rod
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building craft in Europe and all across North America.
He has built exquisite rods for Governors, Senators,
professional fishermen, and every day anglers like you
and me. The popularity of beautiful hand-crafted and
technically accurate rods turned into a year-around labor
of love. Each rod is built according to the anglers exact
specifications. They are ergonomically correct and
accurately fitted to the individual.

Custom fishing rods have a lot more to offer an angler
today than they did 30 years ago. In times past a custom
rod was little more than a sign of affluence, now it has
more to do with function. Component technology has
outpaced commercial rod design and continues to
provide this on a regular basis. Using premium North
American made rod blanks and components, each rod
is built with care, distinction and attention to detail
creating a unique fishing rod for the discriminating
angler. There is no question that anything "custom" will
cost more than an off-the-shelf factory produced
product. After all, it is going to be a custom rod for you,
not just the average fisherman. There are many options
available to distinguish your rod only to you.
It's true, we are very fortunate to have many exciting
outdoor adventure products in which to partake in
Minnesota, but it is even cooler to realize right in our
back yard is a world-renowned custom rod builder to
help make our outdoor experiences all the more
enjoyable. Consider keeping it local; pay it forward,
when searching for something special for that special
person in your life.

CUSTOM-CRAFTED FISHING RODS

www.lakeladyrods.com

LAKES
PRINTING
PRINTING
LAKES
It is our belief that through hard work, honesty, integrity
and a commitment to this community that we can make a difference.
We are proud to live, work and play in this community.
WHATEVER IT TAKES

We truly do “Whatever it Takes” to make our home a better place.
It is our desire to be your printer. Please contact us.
We look forward to working with you.

RENT SEADOOS

1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
Phone: 218-829-7790 • Fax: 218-829-0977
www.lakesprinting.com

from us
on Pelican Lake
at Breezy Pt Resort
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ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, June 25 – Doors Open at 8:30 am
Meeting from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Breezy Point City Hall

Six good reasons to attend:
• Great information
• See old friends
• Meet new people
• Free trees
• Tasty snacks
• Sign up to be a Beach Captain
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MEMBERSHIP AND DATABASE 2016 SUMMER

Please enjoy your summer educational Pelican Lakes
Association newsletter. I am happy to report that the
great monetary response of our members paying their
membership dues with an additional donations has
helped us greatly support the objectives of our association on your lake. We currently have had 426 members
pay their membership. 86% of our members have made
a financial commitment in both 2015 and 2016. We have
had a welcome 14% increase in new membership payments in 2016. We thank you for your support.

I would like to ask of those members who have not paid
their membership dues yet this year to please do so by
mailing your membership remittance to: PLA, P.O. Box

823, Nisswa, MN 56468. Remember that your payments
are tax deductible under Internal Revenue Code Section
501c (3).

I would like to encourage anyone reading this newsletter who is not a member to join our association. This can
be done by completing the form on the back of our
newsletter and mailing it to the Pelican Lakes Association. I would also suggest that you take the opportunity
to view our website at www.pelicanlakesassociation.org
for more information on our association.

THANK YOU TO GLEN YOUNG
Jim Nickel - Membership/Database Manager

for managing the Pelican Lakes Association website!
VISIT US AT

www.pelicanlakesassociation.org
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SIGN UP

NOW!!!

Have you ever wished you had a perfectly good reason to get to know your
lake neighbors just a little bit better? Wish no more! Sign up to be a
“Beach Captain” and you’ll have a great excuse to walk or ride to the next
few houses on your block or road. It can be fun; it’s easy, and it has the
potential to be very rewarding. Your responsibilities will include helping
individuals and families sign up as new members of the Pelican Lakes
Association and reassuring present members that their input is valued. Plan
to attend the first organizational meeting of the season on June 18th from
9 to 10 am at the Pelican Township Hall located on Red Oak Road (old
Highway 18). The Township Hall is approximately 1 1/3 miles east of
County Road # 4 on the north side of the road. In addition, don’t forget to
attend the Pelican Lakes Association annual meeting on Saturday, June
25th. It’s guaranteed that you’ll meet new people and have fun in the
process! Beach Captains make it happen!!!

Contact:
Tom McGrann
281-382-7358 • tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net
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PELICAN LAKES
ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Art Weaver – President
218-562-4196 • weaver2aj@tds.net

Craig Norman – Vice President
612-578-6751 • craigdnorman@gmail.com

Tracy Donovan – Secretary/Land Use
218-562-4085 • tracydonovan@tds.net

Bob Vaughn – Treasurer
218-963-6117 • rjvaughn2818@charter.net

Jodi Billy – LARA Representative
612-875-8084 • Jodibilly@comcast.net

Laurie Greeno
952-927-6676 • greenolaurie@gmail.com

Bob Hamilton – Water Quality/Land Use
218-820-7435 • bobhamilton@edinarealty.com
Max Martz
402-239-8787 • maxbigred12@yahoo.com

[ [
MISSION
STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association
(PLA) is a dynamic
organization committed to
preserving the quality of
life and the environmental
health of the Pelican
Lakes through the
promotion of
environmental
stewardship and
educational programs.

Tom McGrann – Beach Captains
281-382-7358 • tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net

Jim Nickel – Membership/Database Manager
612-850-7435 • jimnickel@comcast.net

Rich Nolan – Land Use
218-820-6166 • nolan@crosbyironton.net

David Slipy – Landing Monitors
218-562-5393 • dslipy@hotmail.com

David Spizzo
218-831-9283 • dspizzo@breezypointresort.com

Matt Stephens – Land Use/Water Quality
218-820-4045 • matt@larsongrouprealestate.com
Glen Young – Webmaster
218-765-3999 • greencoulee@gmail.com

JoAnn Weaver – Newsletter Editor
218-562-4196 • joann.weaver@tds.net

22

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

PRSRT
FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Brainerd, MN
Permit No. 471

BECOME A MEMBER
Pelican Lakes
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

ASSOCIATION

Name
Spouse
Permanent Address
City

State

Zip Code

State

Zip Code

Phone
JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to
PLA with your dues.
New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25
Loon Membership: $50
Eagle Membership: $100
Pelican Membership: $200

Make Checks Payable to:
PLA
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Lake Address
City
Phone
E-mail
Big Pelican
Little Pelican
Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address.

