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OFFICER
UPDATE

RAMP MONITORING
CONTINUES

Pelican Lakes Association will continue
its program of volunteer monitors at the
three public landings and at Breezy
Point Resort. These volunteers augment
what the paid interns do.

We currently have a group of 10
volunteers who spend one or two hours
a week at one of the landings. Our task
is to remind boaters entering and
leaving Pelican Lake as to what they
need to do to avoid transporting
invasive species.

We are there as educators, 
not inspectors!!!

If you are interested in helping in this
effort please contact:

David Slipy at 218-831-3027 
OR 

e-mail dslipy@hotmail.com 
OR

Tom McGrann at 281-382-7358

At its most recent meeting, the Board of Directors of PLA
appointed a new team of officers.  Craig Norman assumed the
duties of President and Jodi Billy is the Vice President.  Tracy
Donovan continues to serve as Secretary and Bob Vaughn remains
as Treasurer.

The Board thanked Art Weaver for his guidance and active
leadership as President over the last four years.  Dr. Weaver was
instrumental in developing the relationships the PLA shares with
other area lake associations, local government offices and the
University of Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research
Center.

Craig and his family have been on Big Pelican since mid-1990.  He
has been on the Board of the association since 2013, having served
as Treasurer and then Vice President.  “We have enjoyed the lake
for years, whether fishing, boating or bobbing around on our Hobie
Cat” said Craig.  “I really appreciate the support of the Board and
will focus on maintaining the strong connections PLA has with its
members and its partner organizations.”

Jodi joined the Board in 2014 and has been serving as the point of
contact with the Lakes and Rivers Association for the last few
years.  The Board is very grateful for her contributions and would
have had a hard time taking “no” for an answer when she was
nominated to take on the Vice President role!

The officers, and all of the Board members, make significant
contributions of their time to helping Pelican Lakes Association
meet its mission of enhancing the environmental health of the
Pelican Lakes and the quality of life for people who enjoy them.
Thanks to all of them for their support and service. 
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According to Minnesota law, you must:
• Clean all visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels, and other

prohibited invasive species from watercrafts, trailers, and
water-related equipment before leaving any water access or
shoreland.

• Drain water-related equipment (boat, ballast tanks, portable
bait containers, motor) and drain bilge, livewell and baitwell
by removing drain plugs before leaving a water access or
shoreline property.  Keep drain plugs out and water-draining
devices open while transporting watercraft.

• Dispose of unwanted bait, including minnows, leeches, and
worms, in the trash.  It is illegal to release bait into a
waterbody or release aquatic animals from one waterbody to
another.  If you want to keep your bait, you must refill the
bait container with bottled or tap water.

PREVENTION
IS THE BEST STRATEGY!

Earlier this summer, our five boat ramp inspectors were asked to provide us
with any information, positive or negative, regarding their experience at the
ramps thus far.  It appears that almost everyone coming to a ramp is
respectful and pleased that our inspectors are out there. 

There was one instance (unfortunately, on the negative side) where a boater
was in a big hurry to launch and he refused to stop long enough to take the
existing weeds off his trailer. He became verbally abusive to the inspector
to the point that she called the police. The police arrived shortly but since he
was in such a hurry, he had already taken his boat out on the lake. The DNR
followed up and the boater received a substantial fine for his actions. 

On the lighter side is a case of a boater not putting the plug in before
launching  and then having to jump in the water (which was very cold since
it was only May!) to put the plug in or, in another situation, someone trying
to launch a pontoon with the straps still on.  Sometimes, it can be rather
funny when a boat driver starts the boat engine and then tries to back the boat
off the trailer.  An individual at the Breezy Point City ramp was attempting
to put his boat back on the trailer but unfortunately he had the trailer so far
in the water that the rollers were a foot under water. Before it was all said
and done, two of his friends had to get in the water to keep the boat straight
so he could get it on the trailer properly.

The Pelican Lakes Association is very fortunate to have a solid group of
loyal inspectors. Some have been with us for several years. Don't forget to
thank them for their efforts when you see them at the ramp!
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Left to Right: Jim Rockwell, Lindy Johnson, David
Slipy, Cathy Johnson, Melissa Friberg, Lenny Tellock

PELICAN LAKES ASSOCIATION
BOAT RAMP INSPECTORS
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The roots of good fishing stretch deep into Minnesota’s
forests.

Trees, even trees far from the water’s edge, contribute
mightily to making Minnesota one of the nation’s top five
angling destinations. 

That’s because tree roots hold soil in place, thereby reducing
erosion and minimizing unwanted nutrient-laden runoff.
Sky blue water, healthy habitat itself, is the product of soil
being bound to the land rather than bound toward a lake,
river, or stream by erosive forces.

Similarly, leaves and conifer needles buffer pounding rains,
thereby allowing moisture to seep into the land rather than
streaming across it.  Minnesota has sparkling trout streams
in the southeast and clear, high quality, walleye,
muskellunge, and bass lakes in the north, in part, because
forests – nature’s gigantic sponge – help provide what is
most important for fish: clean water.

Individual trees at the water’s edge also provide benefits.
Fallen trees along shorelines are an important physical
habitat for many fish species and their prey.  This woody
habitat is used by fish for spawning, feeding, and protection
from birds, otters, and other predators that would eat them.
The nature of fallen trees is to nurture healthy fish
populations.

In fact, research studies have shown the importance of
woody structure for maintaining abundant yellow perch
populations in lakes.  In the absence of wood, the perch
population crashes and an important food resource for
walleye and pike is lost, affecting growth and survival of
these popular game species.  Forested shorelines are a
continuing source of new woody habitat input that replaces
older fallen trees that decay over time and lose much of their
habitat value.

While it’s counterintuitive to think forests benefit fish, that’s
clearly the case.  Resource managers well know that forest
stewardship provides benefits that extend well beyond the
wood products industry – they extend all the way to the 1.4
million people who fish Minnesota’s waters.

To illustrate this point consider the cisco, often referred to
as a tullibee.  Tulibeee is an important prey species for lake
trout, pike, muskie, and walleye.  Most of Minnesota’s
quality pike, walleye, and muskie fisheries have tuiilbee as
the primary prey species.

Members of the trout family, tullibee require cold,
oxygenated water to survive.  That’s a problem for this
species in late summer because the water near the surface
becomes too warm and the water at the bottom contains too
little oxygen.  As a result tullibee become trapped in a
narrow band of habitat somewhere in between, sometimes
only a few feet in depth.  If the water warms too much from
the top down or oxygen depletion extends too high from the
bottom up, the fish die.

Healthy forests scan help prevent this from occurring by
keeping nutrients on the land, which minimizes their oxygen
– depleting impacts.  When tullibee disappear from a lake,
the quality of other game fish populations can suffer as they
have to shift to less suitable prey of lower nutritious value.
Tullibee exemplifies the complex ecological relationship
among forests, lakes, fish species, and fishing quality.

So it’s clear – good forest stewardship is good stewardship
for the future of fishing and conservation-minded private
forest landowners play an important role in sustaining
quality fishing in Minnesota!

A special thanks to all of those Pelican Lakes Association
members who planted the free trees handed out at the PLA
Annual Meeting.  Every tree planted will make a lasting
contribution to the future of our lakes.

FORESTSAT THE ROOT 
OF GOOD FISHING By Mike Duval, DNR Fisheries
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LOVE FOR THE PELICAN LAKES
BINDS NEIGHBORS TOGETHER
The Pelican Lakes Association (PLA) Beach Captain (BC)
program was started in 2003 by residents of the Pelican
Lakes who believed that if a few interested individuals
reached out to their neighbors, it would help to promote and
enrich the quality of the lake experience for everyone
involved.  Additionally, those involved were hopeful that
these new relationships would ultimately play a part in
building up the organization and as a result would increase
PLA financial resources for lake programs and lake
improvements.

The PLA is “dedicated to preserving the quality of life and
the environmental health of the Pelican Lakes.”  The BC
program personalizes these objectives by asking individual
“Beach Captains” to visit nearby neighbors to assist in
creating a line of communication between the PLA Board of
Directors and each of the residences on the Pelican Lakes.

Glen Gustafson, along with his wife Jane and their family
have lived on Pelican Lake since they bought their home in
1988.  Glen is one of the longest serving BC’s, having
started in 2003.  He is retiring from his “east side of Pelican

Road” BC’s assignment this summer.  Dorothy Mandler,
Gustafson’s next door neighbor, will assume his duties.
Dorothy, and her husband Harlan, have been coming to
Pelican Lake from their home in Alamo, Texas, for over 30
years.  When asked about his memories as a 13 year BC,
Glen said, “becoming acquainted with my immediate
neighbors, understanding their concerns about the lake, and
learning from them about their love of Pelican Lake.”  Glen
added that he and Jane had many of the same concerns about
the lake as did their neighbors.  When asked about
reoccurring comments that he’d heard over the years, Glen
said that his neighbors noted they were happy to meet
someone who represented the PLA and could answer
questions and respond to their concerns about Pelican Lake
issues.  They said they were pleased to learn how easy it is
to join the PLA as well as how their $25 annual dues would
be used to improve conditions around the Lakes.

Lake Resident’s questions often include the following:
• What is the current status of Walleye fishing?
• What’s going on with all the seagulls and cormorants on

Gooseberry Island?
• How can I sign up to receive regular print or electronic

copies of the PLA newsletter?
• Do I need a permit to repair beach damage caused after

severe “ice out” conditions?  If so, who issues such a
permit?

• Does the PLA do annual water testing on the Lakes?
• What is the current status at the dam located on the

channel between Pelican and Ossawinnamakee?
• What is the PLA doing to slow or stop the spread of

aquatic invasive species?
• Who do we talk to about shoreline regulations and

alterations?

The PLA currently has 35 Beach Captains around the Lakes
and we could certainly use 35 more.  If you have any
questions or an interest in the PLA Beach Captain program,
please call or email to find out how you can sign up and
spend a few hours each summer becoming more acquainted
with your neighbors and promoting the health of our
beautiful lakes.  

Contact:  Tom McGrann at 281-382-7358 
or <tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net>

Written by Tom McGrann, PLA Board Member

Glen Gustafson (left) 
Dorothy Mandler (right)
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The Annual Meeting of the Pelican Lakes Association was
held Saturday, June 25th, at the Breezy Point City Hall,
beginning at 9:00 a.m.  President Art Weaver introduced the
guest speaker, Heather Baird, a Senior Aquatic Habitat
Specialist with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources.  Ms. Baird provided an excellent presentation
explaining in detail how important the forested areas
surrounding our lakes are to preserving water quality,
particularly in light of increasing lakeshore development.
These forested areas play a key role in maintaining the
conditions that support the cold-water loving bait fish that,
in turn, sustain game fish.  Heather explained that big
Pelican Lake is one of five lakes (along with Big Trout,
Kabekona, Big Sand and Ten Mile) designated by the DNR,
due to their uniquely valuable characteristics, for special
action through permanent working forest easements and
other measures to preserve the critical forested areas in their
watersheds.

Dr. Weaver provided a summary of the key activities
conducted by PLA over the past year.  He highlighted PLA’s
continued support of the University of Minnesota Aquatic
Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) and its
research and field tests on AIS management techniques.
The number of existing AIS species, animal, plant and
micro-biotic, is significant, and the number of potential
future AIS sources is even greater. With special initiative
from PLA, the U of M will be conducting AIS identification
training which should increase the participant’s ability to
quickly identify and report the presence of new species.

Board Member offered a number of reports including:
• David Slipy highlighted the service of our trained

landing monitors, all of whom were part of the 2015
team.  The monitors provide continuity and valued
experience in helping boaters understand and comply
with the important rules needed to prevent the spread of
AIS.  

• Tom McGrann provided an update on the role Beach
Captains play in informing residents of the activities of
PLA and its partners as well helping to identify
important issues for Board consideration.  

• Matt Stephens reported on recent water quality testing
results and the additional testing to be done later this
year which will serve to gauge the “squeeze” effect that
occurs in late summer and impacts the health of our
fisheries. 

• Craig Norman, Jim Nickle and Bob Vaughn provided
updates on the budget, membership growth and the
financial status of the organization. Jim reported being
kept very busy updating membership records with the
new and returning contributors that are supporting these
important programs.

Also discussed were the steps PLA takes to track and
coordinate with local, county and state government
organizations on a wide range of topics of interest to
members, as well as our coordination with Pelican Lake
Conservation Club, other lake associations in the region,
and statewide associations.  

The members approved the slate of officers nominated by
the Board, the continued service of renewing Board
Members, and welcomed Bob Komischke to the Board.  Dr.
Weaver thanked the retiring Board Members and welcomed
Craig Norman as the in-coming President and Jodi Billy as
the in-coming Vice-President.

Following the meeting the Board distributed birch, maple,
white pine and Norway pine seedlings purchased by PLA
under a Crow Wing Soil and Water Conservation District
program to promote the forested conditions we have learned
are so important to the future health of our lakes.  This is a
program we intend to continue moving forward.

The Board appreciates receiving comments and suggestions
on Annual Meeting topics and asks members to ‘pencil in’
June 24th, Saturday, for the 2017 meeting.

Submitted by in-coming President Craig Norman and Secretary Tracy Donovan
ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
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ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Photos by Laurie Greeno, PLA Board Member

Members pick up free trees
purchased by PLA

Heather Baird, Senior Aquatic
Habitat Specialist, DNR

Outgoing President, 
Art Weaver

PLA members listen intently Incoming President, 
Craig Norman

  
    



Walleyedan’s Guide Service
Dan and Shelley Eigen

www.walleydan.com
walleyedan@walleyedan.com

218-839-5598

218-839-5598
WALLEYEDAN.COM

www.walleyedan.com

Fall is in the air!  Fall for me means a lot.  Fish and game,
beautiful leaves, quiet lakes and a time to flat out enjoy all
that nature has to offer...  If I were to narrow my chase down
to 3 things, I would say walleye, whitetail and elk.  If you
Pelicanites are wanting to go out and catch some walleye
and are equipped with all the "goods" (good sonar with GPS
mapping, proper rods, reels and line, the right bait and some
time), you are going to bring home dinner.  Finding the
walleye on your sonar this time of year gets a lot easier
because the fish start pushing out of the shallows and
exposing themselves more.  You find that nice "hook" or
two on your sonar and you best be dropping that chub, jig
and rainbow or Jigging Rapala down on them!  You will

find your best success right away at first light and then again
in the evening.  Night can be exceptional too, only if you
have the right equipment!  It is my belief that there are more
walleye's in our area lakes than most people think but I also
believe that the natural forage in our lakes is booming and
the fish aren't always willing to eat our baits with hooks in
it!  Keep working it and you will bring home the
fillets...eventually!!  Have a fabulous fall and keep the tip
up!

Walleyedan

CHECK OUT OUR LARGE SELECTION OF NEW & USED BOATS ONLINE AT
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Every person who purchases a lake lot does so with the
expectation of exercising the “riparian rights” that come
with owning lakeshore property. But what are these
“riparian rights”? They are not spelled out in the purchase
agreement or in the deed for the property. Riparian rights
are those rights inherent to the ownership of shoreline that
permit the owner to use and enjoy the water. The right to
“use and enjoy water” means the right to make use of a lake
over its entire surface. But that use must be reasonable. It
cannot interfere with the exercise of similar rights on the
part of the other abutting owners who share riparian rights.

Of course a lake lot owner’s riparian rights, no matter how
seemingly reasonable, are not limitless. A landowner’s
riparian rights are still subject to state regulation, which is
promulgated by the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, which, in turn, often defers at least some
authority to the local branches of government.

It is difficult, if not impossible, to identify every use of the
water that could be deemed “reasonable.” We know it is
reasonable, for example, to boat, hunt, and fish. Important
to Pelican Lake owners, it is also reasonable to install a dock
and watercraft lift long enough to reach navigable water
depths, so long as the dock and/or watercraft lift do not
constitute a hazard to navigation or public health, safety, and
welfare. It is likely to be considered an “unreasonable” use
if the design and location of your dock extends in front of
your neighbor’s beach. To state the obvious, the best practice
is to install docks and boat lifts so that mooring and
maneuvering of watercraft can normally be confined within
the property lines as if they were extended into the water.
Like many land-related rights, it is possible to separate the
riparian rights and sell or assign them independently of the
land to which those rights are attached. But even the right to
sell riparian rights is limited; many counties (including Crow
Wing County) restrict the right to provide access to public
waters for non-riparian owners through a riparian lot. It is
possible, but difficult. Normally, the public’s only access to
a lake is if the public owns land adjacent to the lake.

If the public owns land that abuts a lake, such as a beach, a
mutual right of enjoyment is shared by riparian owners and
the public generally. On a public lake, such as Pelican,
therefore, the private owner has no more right to the
recreational benefits such as boating, hunting, and fishing on
that lake than does the general public. A common mistaken
belief is that the State of Minnesota owns a strip of land
around all Minnesota lakes for public use, making all lakes
accessible to the public. Much to the relief of all lakeshore
owners, this is absolutely false. Like all property, lakeshore
is either privately or publicly owned and the general public
can access water bodies or watercourses only through public
property, not through private property. And, like all property,
those unaware individuals who enter private property
without permission from the landowner are trespassing and
may be prosecuted under the state trespass laws.

RIPARIAN RIGHTS:
WHAT DO YOU REALLY OWN?
- By Kurt W. Porter – Severson Porter Law (formerly Thomas & Severson, P.A.)

“There are certain interests and rights vested in the shore owner which grow out of his special connection 
with such waters as an owner. These rights are common to all riparian owners on the same body of water, 

and they rest entirely upon the fact of title in the fee to the shore land.”
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MN DNR FISHERIES UPDATE
MN DNR Brainerd Area Fisheries
continues to work hard improving the
fishing on Pelican Lake.  Please be
patient as rebounds in fishing can
take a while.  Note that deer, grouse,
and pheasant can rebound in 1 to 2
years with most harvested
individuals being 5 months to 1.5
years old.  By comparison, a walleye
takes 4 years to become a 16-inch

“keeper,” a 26-inch pike is 5 years old, an 8-inch bluegill is
8 years old and a 10-inch crappie is 4 years old, and that’s
with Pelican Lake’s relatively fast growth rates.  A pulse of
good fishing is usually caused by a “strong year-class” or a
particularly numerous group of one species born in a single
year.  I have hopes that the 2015 year-class is strong, but
unfortunately it will take until 2018 to know for sure.  These
are some of the challenges in fisheries management, even
when you think you are making “all the right moves.”

We continue to evaluate if we are indeed making all the “right
moves.”  On May 10th, 2016, we stocked the annual
allotment of 3.9 million walleye fry in Pelican.  These fry are
hatched over 2 days at the Brainerd Hatchery after our staff
has worked hard stripping and fertilizing about 80 million
walleye eggs every April at the Pine River station.  We spread
them out in multiple areas in the middle of Pelican Lake to
help them avoid being eaten by minnows and panfish that
frequent the shallow areas of the lake in the spring.  These
walleye will grow to be 5 to 6-inchers by this fall at which
time we sample them with an electrofishing boat, our
standard methodology repeated every year to facilitate year to
year comparisons.  The electrofishing boat stuns the fish for
1 – 2 minutes so the fish can be netted, counted, measured,
and released.  The boat requires running a generator and
lights, which people are understandably curious about if they
happen to see us drive by the shoreline at 9 – 11 o’clock at
night.  This electrofishing survey helps us to determine how
numerous that years’ class is and whether additional
fingerling stocking is needed.  The current fisheries
management plan calls for stocking fingerling walleye (5 - 6
inchers) if the electrofishing survey shows under 30
walleyes/hour in 2 consecutive years.  Fingerling
walleyes are expensive to produce or
purchase ($20 per pound or $1
per walleye) and they are in
limited supply annually; hence,
they are allocated with
appropriate judiciousness.

Ensuring adequate numbers of fall walleyes in Pelican is
something we can control.  After that, we need help from
Mother Nature to get a bumper crop of 15-16 inchers three
summers later.  And then, while we want you to enjoy
keeping some walleye for dinner, releasing a few walleyes
you might otherwise keep can help sustain good catch rates
for years to come.  It may be necessary in the future to enact
a regulation lowering the bag limit from 6 walleyes per day
per person or narrowing the size range of walleye fisherman
can keep (slot-limit) to increase walleye catch-rates and return
Pelican Lake to the walleye fishing destination of years-past.
Support from organizations such as the Pelican Lakes
Association would be helpful in enacting such a regulation
change, if deemed necessary.

You may have heard about the 454 adult cormorants that were
removed from Gooseberrry Island this May by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife Services Unit under a
permit from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  DNR staff
looked at the stomach contents of 30 birds.  Eleven of those
birds had stomach contents including: 38 perch (mostly 4-
inchers), 7 spot-tail shiners, 7 bluegills, 6 crappies, 1 rock
bass, 1 pike, and zero walleyes.

We will continue to monitor the fish population on Pelican
including a standard netting survey the week of August 15th.
Stay tuned for continued communications and don’t hesitate
to call or email questions.

Marc Bacigalupi
Brainerd Area Fisheries Supervisor
MN Department of Natural Resources
1601 Minnesota Drive
Brainerd, MN 56401
(218)201-4301
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"Vintage" is a word that implies something old and
interesting among other meanings. In past stories in this
column I've written about Pelican Lake's bays, and some of
its old resorts. While researching information for these
stories, I discovered that our lake has several old and still
occupied cabins, cottages and summer homes that date to
the early 1900s. I thought our readers might like to know a
bit of history about some of them. If you know of a cabin or
cottage dating from 1900 to the 1920s contact me at
james7122@gmail.com and perhaps it can be featured in
this column.

Edwin R. Mockett was born at
Genesee, Wisconsin in April
1863 and was living with his
family in Stark, Wisconsin in
1870. By 1880 the family had
moved to West Point,
Nebraska and then to Lincoln,
Nebraska in 1885. He became
a lawyer and remained in
Lincoln the rest of his life
working as a District Court
reporter.

Ed Mockett first came to Pelican Lake with his friend Gus
Eiche, a Lincoln, Nebraska florist along with a group of men
who were seeking a site for a fishing camp around 1900. By
1902 the group had established the Pelican Lake Outing
Club and had purchased land on what is now known as
Lincoln Point. In July 1904 Mockett brought his family by
train and then wagon to Pelican Lake with a group of
families who were members of the Pelican Lake Outing
Club. Although not a member of the PLOC, he was allowed
to build a log cabin that year on Lincoln Point and rent the
land from the PLOC Corporation.

Time passed and by 1917 Mockett had an opportunity to
buy a tract of land on the southeast shore of Pelican from
Paul Marquis (aka Markee), a homesteader and brother of
Solomon Marquis, Jr. On August 11, 1917 he paid $200 for

100 feet of lakeshore. He sold the old log cabin on Lincoln
Point and moved east across the lake to Stony Point and
built a new cabin. In 1920 he acquired another 25 feet of
shoreline on both sides of the original parcel for $150.

VINTAGE CABINS & COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE 
– THE MOCKETT CABIN

by Dr. James D. Henderson

Edwin R. Mockett cabin under construction August 19, 1917 on the
southeast shore of Pelican Lake. A front porch was added in 1918.

Photo taken by Lou Alabaster. Edwin R. Mockett Collection.

Mockett cabin with boathouse on Stony Point c. 1925. 
The tall white pine tree was a landmark for many years. 

Edwin R. Mockett Collection.
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“WE CLEAN ANYTHING”
OVER 25 YEARS 
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Free Estimates

Window Cleaning • Carpet Steam Cleaning
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VINTAGE CABINS & COTTAGES ON PELICAN LAKE 
– THE MOCKETT CABIN

by Dr. James D. Henderson
Although a few modifications and additions have been made
since the 1917 construction, including a front porch added
in 1918, and a boathouse built in 1920 and a back bedroom
and bathroom added to the cabin in 1986, it continues to be
used seasonally by Ed Mockett's descendants. Set upon
rocks and boulders pushed by the glacier that created
Pelican Lake, the cabin is built of pine studs and shiplap
siding. The original 20 ft. x 22 ft. cabin consisted of a
kitchen in the rear with an old iron cook stove, a front room
and sleeping loft under the roof. When the front porch, was
added, the west end was hinged so the whole side could be
opened and Mockett could slide his sailboat in for winter
storage. Orlo Van Doren, a homesteader and boat builder,
on the north shore of Lake Edward, helped Mockett
construct the cabin and boathouse. 

The author thanks Joan Mockett-Casari, her daughter Connie Reddicliffe 
and sons Bill and Eddie Casari for providing details about the cabin.

Today the Mockett cabin remains much the same as its finished ap-
pearance in 1918. Three living generations of Ed Mockett's descen-
dants continue to enjoy the cabin at Stony Point on Pelican Lake.

Author's Collection.
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COMPLETE TREE CARE
• Deep Root Fertilization • Injections 

• Root Regeneration • Disease Recognition

Insured/ Certified
Tree Removal • Lot Clearing

Brush Chipping • Stump Removal

Pruning/Trimming • Bucket Truck Work

PROMPT YEAR ROUND SERVICE

218.825.8207
MIKESTREECOMPANY.COM

Michael A. Schwarze Certified Arborist/ Horticulturalist

THANK YOU 
TO
GLEN
YOUNG
for managing the 

Pelican Lakes Association 
website!   

RENT SEADOOS 
from us 

on Pelican Lake 
at Breezy Pt Resort

VISIT US AT 
www.pelicanlakesassociation.org
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Recent articles about contamination of the water supply in
Flint, Michigan, and other cities across the USA, have
alerted us to the fact that we should be asking questions and
taking personal responsibility regarding the safety of our
own drinking water.  Although the federal government, via
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), has focused
on pesticide, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and lead;
they have not required any testing nor have they established
safety limits for pharmaceutical agents in metropolitan
water supplies.  However, when and where these tests
(expensive tests) have been performed, it should be noted
that antibiotics, hormones, anti-convulsants, mood
stabilizers, tranquilizers, pain relievers, and other
medications, have been found in trace concentrations,
There are presently no sewage treatment systems
engineered to remove pharmaceuticals.  Over 40 million
Americans obtain their drinking water from private wells
and these are often located near homes that have their own
septic systems.  Private well systems are not federally

regulated but recent studies in Cape Cod demonstrated that
in those domestic wells that are shallow and located in sand
and gravel environments, a private septic system is often
the source of organic waste products and residual
pharmaceutical agents.

The Pelican Lakes Association has recently underwritten
and encouraged water quality testing.  These routine tests
included both nitrate levels and the presence or absence of
coliform bacteria.  These tests did not include testing for
pharmaceuticals and organic waste products but recent
studies have demonstrated that testing for nitrate levels
(inexpensive tests) can be a good indicator for these other
pollutants and can assist in identifying wells susceptible to
contamination.  The EPA’s safe limit for nitrate in drinking
water is 10 parts per million but some scientists are
suggesting that levels above 1 part per million may help to
identify vulnerable wells.  

What can you do to protect your drinking water?
• Schedule annual testing of your drinking water for

nitrate levels and the presence of coliforms
• Schedule inspection and routine maintenance of your

septic system
• Never dispose of pharmaceuticals or toxic waste

products by flushing them into your septic system

So, how should you dispose of outdated or unused
medications?  Begin by checking with local law
enforcement as to the availability and the location of a
container specifically designed for medication disposal.
The Breezy Point Public Safety Building has such a
container which is best utilized during regular office hours.
If necessary, you may contact a Breezy Point duty officer to
arrange a drop.  To do this, please call “Dispatch” at 218-
829-4749, state your reason for calling (“to arrange a drop
of unused medications in Breezy Point”), and leave a
telephone number where you can be reached.  The duty
officer will call you as soon as it is convenient.  Once you
have been granted access to the container, you can drop
medication(s) into the container with no questions asked.
The contents of the container are regularly picked up by a
representative of the Crow Wing County Sheriff’s
Department, transported to a central location, and disposed
of consistent with EPA regulations.         

DON’T FLUSH UNUSED MEDICATIONS!
By Dr. Arthur L. Weaver
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Off Sale • Grocery • Fuel - 218-562-4040

BREEZY POINT

Paint • Electrical • Plumbing • Bait • Tackle - 218-562-4691
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Do you have a great photo that relates to either of the Pelican Lakes served by this
organization?  Would you like to see your photo on the cover of a future

newsletter?  Please share by sending one or more of your photos to PLA Newsletter
Editor, JoAnn Weaver joann.weaver@tds.net  



By Judd Brink, Owner MN Backyard Birds
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Hi, hope your summer is going well. Many of our favorite
backyard birds are now introducing their young to the bird
feeders so its a good time to keep the feeders filled with fresh
food.  Here is the article about Trumpeter Swans and their
remarkable comeback in MN.  Thank you. 

The Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) is the largest
waterfowl in North America.  The state of Minnesota now has
one of the highest breeding population of swans outside of
Alaska.  With the help of many partnerships and dedicated people
the Trumpeter Swan has made a wonderful come back.  In the
past its decline was a result of egg collecting, feathers for fashion
(hats) and hunting.  Today the swan is faced with habitat loss and
lead poisoning.   Get to know the Trumpeter Swan and learn
about one of the most successful restoration projects in the
country.

The Trumpeter Swan is the heaviest flying bird in North America
weighing nearly 40 pounds!  It is a very large all white bird
measuring almost 5 feet in length with a 6-8 foot wingspan. The
adults have a black bill and black legs but young swans, called
cygnets, are grayish in color with pink feet.  The smaller Tundra
Swan (Cygnus columbianus) is sometimes confused with

Trumpeter Swans, but is mostly only seen during migration and
also has a small yellow dot on the bill just below the eye.  As their
name implies they nest on the Tundra.   The size and trumpet
sound of the Trumpeter Swan are the best ways to separate the
swan species. 

Habitat for Trumpeter Swans includes large lakes with bays or
marshes with emergent vegetation such as cattail and bulrush.   It
needs a large area of open water in order to take flight (similar to
loons).  The presence of beaver and muskrat are important for the
swans as they like to use these foundations as nesting platforms.
The female will lay 4-6 eggs in spring and incubate them (with
the male on guard) until they hatch in about 5 weeks.  Adult
swans feed primarily on aquatic plants above and below the water
surface; they use their long necks to pull up the roots or “tubers.”
The young cygnets feed heavily on insects and crustaceans to
gain protein for their development.  Many adult swans appear to
have a “rust” color on their necks; this stain comes from the
natural minerals found in the water and in their foods.  The young
swans will stay with the adults through the winter season and are
often identified by their grayish plumage.  Trumpeter Swans mate
for life and can live up to 25-30 years in the wild.

TRUMPETER SWAN
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www.mnbackyardbirds.com

The Trumpeter Swan went nearly extinct across its range in the
1900’s, but a reintroduction program starting in 1969 brought
Trumpeter Swans back to Minnesota!  Birds from areas in and
around Yellowstone National Park were brought back to the state
and marked the first time nesting occurred since the turn of the
century.  Minnesota is very lucky to have Carrol Henderson of the
MN DNR who almost single handily saved and recovered the
state’s swan population. Now the state has an estimated
population of 2,400 birds. Learn more about Trumpeter Swans
by visiting trumpeterswansociecty.org.

Today you can see nesting Trumpeter Swans at many of our
National Wildlife Refuges across north central portions of the
state; including Tamarac NWR (Detroit Lakes), Rice Lake NWR
(McGregor) and right here along the beautiful Paul Bunyan
Scenic Byway.  I have been watching a single pair of swans nest
successfully the past 4 years at Rice Lake near Pequot Lakes.
Many of our swans overwinter if open water is available; large
numbers can be seen just below the Monticello power plant. 

Lead shot and lead sinkers still kill our swans each year as they
suffer from the toxic metal. Loons and Eagles also ingest these
harmful metals often resulting in death.  The recovery has come
a long way with the help of many passionate people and
organizations.  Consider using other alternatives when hunting
and fishing in or near swan habitat for their benefit and ours.
Happy Birding!

Judd Brink is the owner of MN Backyard Birds in the Brainerd
Lakes area.  MN Backyard Birds provides birdscaping for home
owners and businesses to attract and enjoy more colorful
songbirds. The business was recently featured on Kare 11 news

with Belinda Jensen and MN Bound with Ron Schara.  For more
information about birdscaping or a free backyard consultation
visit our new website birdminnesota.com or email us at
info@birdminnesota.com

Sincerely,

Attract and Enjoy more birds with Birdscaping!

Judd Brink - Owner/Guide
Web: birdminnesota.com
Email: info@birdminnesota.com
Cell (218) 838-4784
https://www.facebook.com/birdminnesota/

By Judd Brink, Owner MN Backyard Birds
TRUMPETER SWAN
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Water-Oriented Accessory Structures
• A 12 ft. high, 120 sq. ft. shed is allowed by the

lakeshore.  The shed must be located at least 20 ft. from
the Ordinary High Water level (OHW) and must meet
the 10 ft. side-yard setback.  It cannot be used for human
habitation.

Beaches (referred to as ‘sand blankets’)
• Existing: Up to 10 cubic yards of sand for beaches (sand

blankets) is allowed annually without a permit.
• Length is limited to 50 ft. or 1/2 width of lot (whichever

is less), with a max width of 25 ft. back from the OHW
(<10% slope) with permit.

Ice Ridges & Watercraft Access Ramps
• Annual Ice Ridge = linear mound of lakebed materials

pushed onto the lakeshore by the action of ice within a
calendar year.  No permit required if work is completed
within current, calendar year (erosion/sediment control
required).

• Historic Ice Ridge = linear mound of lakebed materials
pushed up onto the lakeshore by the action of ice over a
period of two or more years upon which well-
established herbaceous and woody vegetation is
growing.  
Removal of 15 linear ft. is allowed by permit on
residential lots, 25 ft. on commercial lots.  A stabilized
side slope (2:1) and a berm of diversion channel
landward of the alteration are required to prevent
erosion/sedimentation.

Stairways, Lifts, Landings, Steps, and Decks
• New decks are not allowed inside the building setback

without a variance.
• A 4 ft. wide walkway or stairway within the lake setback

is allowed with a permit.
• Landings on stairways are allowed by permit, with a size

limit of 32 sq. ft.
• A 6 ft. wide elevated boardwalk for lake access over

wetlands is allowed with a permit.

Dirt Moving Amounts Allowed by Permit (additional
amounts would require a conditional use permit)
• SIZ1 (Shore Impact Zone 1 = first half of setback): Up

to 50 cubic yards of dirt moving allowed annually
(including sand) with permit.

• SIZ2 (Shore Impact Zone 2 = second half of setback):
10 to 50 cubic yards allowed annually with permit.

Patios & Retaining Walls (only need a permit if within
structure setback line)
• Retaining walls up to 4 ft. in height are allowed in the

SIZ1 and SIZ2 by permit to control erosion. 
• Design and stabilization plans are required for walls in

the SIZ1 and SIZ2.  All walls are limited by dirt moving
amounts (see above).

Shoreline Vegetation Removal
• A new shoreline recreation use area is allowed by

permit, where intensive clearing can occur for up to 50
ft. or 1/2 width of lot (whichever is less) of the total lot
width by 25 ft. deep.  Clearing in SIZ1 is also allowed
for a 15 ft. wide access path to the lake, with permit.

• Limited vegetation removal is allowed without a permit
in SIZ1 on GD & RD lakes for view of lake from
principal dwelling site as well as in conjunction with
permitted stairways, picnic areas, beach and watercraft
access areas, and water oriented structures.

• Woody vegetation removal in the SIZ1 on Natural
Environment (NE) lakes requires a permit.

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR ALL
SHORELAND ALTERATION PERMITS
• Stormwater plan or best management practices (BMPs)

required for impervious surface coverage of more than
25%.

Activities that may NOT require a permit 
 Please check with the City of Breezy Point first!
• Yard creation in upland areas (limited to 10 cubic yards

annually…only in SIZ2).
• The construction of a driveway, access road or parking

area.

SHORELAND ALTERATIONS 
- CITY OF BREEZY POINT

For additional information contact Planning at (218) 562-4441 ext. 260 
or email planner@cityofbreezypointmn.us

City of Breezy Point, 8319 County Road 11, Breezy Point, MN  56472



Crow Wing County Land Use Ordinance
• Applies to Crow Wing County landowners that are outside
city limits
• Applies to land above Ordinary High Water (OHW) line
DNR has jurisdiction below OHW. Brainerd DNR Office:
218-203-4351 or 218-203-4300

Site Based Permitting Model
• Land use permits are issued after staff conduct an onsite visit
• Calls for service: Landowners may request staff to visit
property to answer questions onsite about current or
proposed land use issues. There is no charge for this service.
• A current septic compliance inspection is required in order
to apply for a land use permit
• For all permits, a calculation worksheet is used to
determine the percentage of impervious surface proposed
• Follow-up inspections are conducted annually by Crow
Wing County for all riparian permits
• Online permitting is available at:
https://enviropermits.crowwing.us

Development Review Team (DRT) & Public Hearings
• DRT: pre-application meeting for projects that go to a
public hearing, such as variances and conditional uses

• Township, Highway Dept., & DNR are invited to DRT to
provide input and be involved in the process
• Process & application requirements are explained to
landowners
• Planning Commission & Board of Adjustment combined
(same members, same meeting night)
• Onsite visits are conducted by Board members prior to
every meeting
• Findings of fact worksheets used by Board to apply equal
standards to every application

Wetlands & Water Protection
• Crow Wing County is the local government unit for
administering the MN Wetland Conservation Act
• CWC revised the Local Comprehensive Water
Management Plan in 2013. It outlines priority concerns and
objectives for keeping our surface and ground waters clean.
To view: www.crowwing.us/index.aspx?nid=241

Performance Standards
• Different standards apply depending on the location of the
project
• Stormwater management required where impervious
surfaces exceed 15% on permits in Shoreland Protection
Zone (0 to 500 feet from a lake; 0 to 150 feet from a river;
0 to 250 feet from the Mississippi River)
• Shoreline buffer analysis (using SRAM—Appendix C of
Land Use Ordinance) is required for all permits on riparian
lots where impervious surfaces exceed 20% or when the
application is for a guest cottage/quarters
• Impervious surface coverage limit is 25% for all zoning
districts
• Septic assessment or pumping records (in addition to
inspection) is required in the Shoreland Protection Zone

Other Ordinance Highlights
• Guest cottage/quarters are allowed (up to 700 sq. ft. in the
Shoreland District, 900 sq. ft. outside of Shoreland)
• 120 sq. ft. water-oriented accessory structure (shed) is
allowed with a Shoreland Alteration Permit
• 160 sq. ft. shed is allowed without a land use permit, but
must comply with all setbacks
• Building on a non-conforming lot is allowed with a permit
if all other applicable setbacks/standards are met
• Travel trailers, RV’s, and Park Models are allowed as a
year-round structure with a permit
• Agricultural animals are allowed in all land use districts
(subject to lot size)

It is our belief that through hard work, honesty, integrity 
and a commitment to this community that we can make a difference.  

We are proud to live, work and play in this community.  

We truly do “Whatever it Takes” to make our home a better place.  
It is our desire to be your printer. Please contact us.  

We look forward to working with you.

1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401  
Phone: 218-829-7790 • Fax: 218-829-0977

www.lakesprinting.com

LAKES
PRINTING
LAKES

PRINTING

WHATEVER IT TAKES
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Pelican Lake is an 8,367-acre lake with a maximum depth of
104 feet and a shoreline length of close to 28 miles.  Its water
clarity was 23.0 when last test on August 15th.  Little Pelican
Lake is a 283-acre lake with a maximum depth of 34 feet.  Both
of these lakes are great sources for fun, fishing, swimming,
boating, gorgeous views, and sunsets.  How can we continue to
preserve, protect, and improve these two beautiful Lakes?  One
easy way is to continue your Pelican Lake Association paid
membership or to become a member if you are not already one.
Our PLA has 1,157 residents and 118 business members with
41% of members having paid their dues at this point.  There is
still time to do your part for this very worthy organization!  This
can be done by mailing your membership dues/donations to:
PLA, P.O. Box 823, Nisswa, MN 56468.  Your payments are tax
deductible under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501c (3). 

A BIG “thank you” goes out to all those who have already paid
their 2016 membership dues!  How do you become a member

if you are not one already?  It’s very easy!  All you need to do
is complete the form on the back of our fall newsletter and mail
it into the Pelican Lake Association.  Feel free to check out our
great website www.pelicanlakesassocation.org for more
information. 

DATABASE: MEMBERSHIP 



What should you do with all those leaves that seem to be
coming down by the bushel basket?
• Don’t blow your grass clipping or rake leaves into the

lake!  Grass and leaves contain nitrogen and phosphorus
– nutrients that stimulate algae growth and consume
oxygen from the water as they decompose.  They also
build up organic muck on the lake bottom.  

• Don’t blow or dispose of yard waste on property that
isn’t yours unless you have the property owner’s
permission!

• Don’t burn your leaves!  This is just another way to
pollute the environment!  If you do start a fire, make
sure you know what is permissible per the DNR and
your local fire department.  Burning inappropriately
might just cost you a hefty fine.

• Do learn how to compost!!  You can do this in your own
yard or you can look for a public composting site.
Check out the Pelican Lake Conservation Club
composting site in Breezy Point which is available to
their members and Breezy Point residents.  If you do
utilize this site be sure you read the sign posted on the
fence and follow the rules.  

Go to www.extension.umn.edu/garden for detailed
information on how to compost in your own backyard.

24

By JoAnn Weaver U of MN Extension Master Gardener
FALL YARD CLEANUP…….. 
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P.O. BOX 639, Pequot Lakes, MN 56472

218-568-4630

PEQUOT LAKES SANITATION

• Local Family Owned Business

• Flexible Seasonal Service

• Rates & Styles to Fit Your Lifestyle

• Additional ‘Big Haul” Service

WE LOVE OUR
PELICAN LAKE CUSTOMERS!!
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MISSION
STATEMENT:

Pelican Lakes Association
(PLA) is a dynamic

organization committed to 
preserving the quality of

life and the environmental
health of the Pelican
Lakes through the

promotion of
environmental

stewardship and
educational programs.[ [Craig Norman – President

612-578-6751 • craigdnorman@gmail.com

Jodi Billy – President Elect/LARA 
Representative/Water Quality
612-875-8084 • Jodibilly@comcast.net

Tracy Donovan – Secretary/Land Use
218-562-4085 • tracydonovan@tds.net

Bob Vaughn – Treasurer
218-963-6117 • rjvaughn2818@charter.net

Laurie Greeno
952-927-6676 • greenolaurie@gmail.com

Bob Hamilton – Water Quality/Land Use
218-820-7435 • bobhamilton@edinarealty.com

Bob Komischke – 
218-831-5571 • bobkomischke@gmail.com

Tom McGrann – Beach Captains
218-382-7358 • tmcgrann@sbcglobal.net

Jim Nickel – Membership/Database Manager
612-850-7435 • jimnickel@comcast.net

David Slipy – Landing Monitors
218-562-5393 • dslipy@hotmail.com

David Spizzo
218-831-9283 • dspizzo@breezypointresort.com

Matt Stephens – Land Use/Water Quality
218-820-4045 • matt@larsongrouprealestate.com

Art Weaver – Immediate Past President
218-562-4196 • weaver2aj@tds.net

Glen Young – Webmaster
218-765-3999 • greencoulee@gmail.com

JoAnn Weaver – Newsletter Editor
218-562-4196 • joann.weaver@tds.net

PELICAN LAKES 
ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS



PRSRT 
FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Brainerd, MN

Permit No. 471

ENEWSLETTER:
If you would like to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please
subscribe using the following link:
http://www.pelicanlakesassociation.org/mailing/mail.cgi/list/newsle
tter/ or click on “newsletters” from the main page of the Pelican
Lakes Association website www.pelicanlakesassociation.org and
follow the instructions.

FORWARDING AND ADDRESS CHANGES:
The US Post Office will only forward temporary
address changes for six months and permanent address
changes for one year. Therefore, to continue receiving
PLA mailings, remember to keep PLA informed of
your current address. 

Pelican Lakes 
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

JOIN TODAY!
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st.
Please complete the attached form and return it to 
PLA with your dues.

New Property owners, 1 year FREE membership.

Annual Membership: $25 Make Checks Payable to:
Loon Membership: $50 PLA
Eagle Membership: $100 P.O. Box 823
Pelican Membership: $200 Nisswa, MN 56468

BECOME A MEMBER

Pelican Lakes Association
P.O. Box 823
Nisswa, MN 56468

Name

Spouse

Permanent Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

Lake Address

City State Zip Code

Phone

E-mail

Big Pelican                                       Little Pelican

Membership dues and donations are tax deductible under IRS code 501c(3)


