
Wassena Lodge–Legacy of a Bygone Era 

By Dr. James D. Henderson 

 

Solomon “Sol” Marquis, Jr. built the 

oldest summer resort on Pelican 

Lake on what is now called Little 

Pelican Lake. Marquis had arrived in 

the area from Kingman, Maine when 

he was 18 years old. He engaged in 

logging for about 20 years working 

for several local timber merchants. 

In 1898 he homesteaded 156 acres 

between Pelican and Little Pelican 

Lakes and later retitled the land in 

his wife Caroline’s name. Sol and his 

brothers Paul and Alec built a cabin 

they called the “Billings Homestead” 

on a peninsula of land now known 

as Lincoln Point. Sol provided 

assistance and served as the 

caretaker for the members of the 

Lincoln, Nebraska folks who established the Pelican Lake Outing Club in 1902. 

 

During the winter of 1905 Sol and his brothers moved the Billings cabin across what 

is now Country Road 4 to its final destination on the shore of Little Pelican. Given 

the topography of the land between the two locations, moving the cabin had to have 

been no small feat. He expanded the original cabin and called his new place Wassena 

Lodge, taking the name from the Ojibwe that means “light”. Later he added several 

small cabins around the main lodge. 

 

Over the years Wassena gained great prominence as a lodging place for guests 

visiting the lakes area, and a great place to dine with lots of dancing and 

entertainment. In 1926 Marquis sold the lodge to John & Myrtle Stone and built a 

new home on the western shore of Pelican Lake. Over the intervening years the 

lodge had many owners. In 1974 Reino and Doris Martin bought the place and were 

the last owners to run the lodge as a resort closing it in 1986. Doris, who lives next 

door to the lodge, still has a collection of old photos of Wassena in its early days. 
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In March 2012, the old lodge got a new lease on life when Lawton Cain and his wife 

Chris Doty-Caine purchased it. The couple has done extensive interior remodeling 

including restoration of the original floors in the lodge. 

 

The lodge has hard maple plank flooring in the original lobby area now the Caine’s 

living room, fir floors in the front room over looking the lake and in the kitchen 

space to the rear. Upstairs the floors are original refinished pine. The narrow 

upstairs’ banister is original along with the newel post. Part of the basement has its 

original poured concrete walls and floor. 

 

Outside, the old wrap-around 

screen porch and second floor 

screen porch are gone, but the 

original hand-laid stone front 

Sol Marquis’ Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake (now Little Pelican Lake) circa 1925. Sol built 
the fieldstone wall and front steps. 
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steps and retaining wall remain. Sol Marquis was an accomplished stonemason 

amongst many other things. A stone archway and a birdbath next to an enormous 

white pine tree, stand as testimony to his handy work. If old Sol walked through the 

lodge door today, he’d be sure to find things that would remind him of his days at 

Wassena. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Undated photo of Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake owned by Sol Marquis, c. 1930. A copy 
of this photo was published by Marjorie Wilson Richison in Living Near to Nature’s Heart: 
The History of the Pelican Lake Outing Club. Kingswood Publishing: Norman, Oklahoma, 
1992, p. 122. The lake level has dropped noticeably leaving the cone-shaped piles of 
fieldstone high and dry. From the tree and grass growth in the sand it appears the level has 
been low for several years. 
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____________________ 
The author is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around Pelican Lake for future 
articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers please 
email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Today Wassena Lodge still has the basic outline of the original structure without the front 
porches. The stone steps, archway, birdbath, and retaining wall remain as a reminder of Sol 
Marquis’ ingenuity and creativity. 


