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Sol Marquis’ Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake (now Little Pelican Lake) circa 1925. Sol built 
the fieldstone wall and front steps. 
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Undated photo of Wassena Lodge on Pelican Lake owned by Sol Marquis, c. 1930. A copy 
of this photo was published by Marjorie Wilson Richison in Living Near to Nature’s Heart: 
The History of the Pelican Lake Outing Club. Kingswood Publishing: Norman, Oklahoma, 
1992, p. 122. The lake level has dropped noticeably leaving the cone-shaped piles of 
fieldstone high and dry. From the tree and grass growth in the sand it appears the level has 
been low for several years. 
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The author is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around Pelican Lake for future 
articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos or information you’d like to share with our readers please 
email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.�
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Today Wassena Lodge still has the basic outline of the original structure without the front 
porches. The stone steps, archway, birdbath, and retaining wall remain as a reminder of Sol 
Marquis’ ingenuity and creativity. 


