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Camp Lora Re-Visited 
By Dr. James D. Henderson 
 

n March 1922, about the time Captain “Billy” Fawcett was opening his famous Breezy Point 
Resort, Samuel Johnson purchased 62 acres of land (Government Lots 1 & 2, Sec 16, Twp 
136, R 28) along the north shore of the bay to the north of the resort from John LaPage. 

LaPage, a year earlier, had sold another parcel of land across the bay to Captain Billy. At that 
time the bay was known as “Mud Bay”, not a very attractive name, but that would change later.  
 
Johnson, born 28 May 1876, emigrated from Amals, Sweden in 1903 and settled in Minneapolis 
where he was employed by several dairy companies, served as the secretary of the Modern Milk 
Company and in 1922 was a founding partner of the Northland Milk & Ice Cream Company. In 
1913 his niece, Elizabeth Elg also a Swedish native, came to live with him in Minneapolis where 
she worked as a cover seamstress in a knitting factory. Sometime after 1922 the pair made their 
way to Pelican Lake and established Camp Lora on their recently acquired property. Speculation 
is that the camp was named after woman friend Sam had left back in Sweden, but that could 
never be confirmed. 
 
A 1928 map of Pelican Lake shows the location of Camp Lora on the bay north of Breezy Point 
and lists Sam Johnson as the proprietor. In May of that year Johnson deeded the camp to 
Elizabeth Elg. 
 
Sam often traveled back and forth to his former homeland during the 1920s and 30s. Some of the 
trips apparently were necessary to attend to the disposal of property he owned in Sweden. 
 
By 1930, Lloyd Nelson, a 3-year old boy and his widowed 28-year old father Harry were living 
at the resort with Sam Johnson and Elizabeth Elg. Lloyd, a grandnephew of Sam Johnson, 
became his ward and in 1949 following Sam Johnson’s death, took over the ownership of Camp 
Lora. 
 
The camp consisted of the main house and seven cabins, the last one occupied by Elizabeth Elg. 
While all of the buildings still remain at the site, most have been remodeled as either seasonal 
cabins or year around homes. 
 
Over the decades, the main house that served as the camp headquarters has been remodeled and 
enlarged, however the original stone rockwork terrace next to the garage and the prominent 
curved retaining wall in front of the house on the lakeside remain. 
 
Of course, fishing was one of the main attractions that drew vacationers to Pelican Lake. Sam 
Johnson reported catching a 21-pound northern pike in August 1933. Publication of the catch in 
the Brainerd Dispatch certainly would have helped advertise the great fishing on the lake.  
 
Memories abound with the families that made the summer trek to Camp Lora. Through the 
courtesy of Dr. Art Weaver, I was able to connect with four of the seven children of George L. 
Jones, a physician from Indianapolis. His sons Jack, Bill and Jim each shared memories of their 
summer childhood days spent at Camp Lora and playing with the Weaver kids on Lincoln Point. 
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Jack Jones recalled when he was big enough to carry a bucket of water he pumped by hand from 
the well between the family’s cabin and the main house. As he got older and bigger he 
remembered when he could finally haul two pails of water back to the cabin. Today the well is 
enclosed in small pump house and although no longer used, it once provided water to the entire 
camp. 
 
During the 1940s and 1950s the Jones family spent summers at Camp Lora. In 1953, Dr. Jones 
made a special arrangement with Lloyd Nelson, who by then was running the resort. He offered 
to pay Lloyd to remodel and enlarge Cabin No. 2 for the Jones family to better accommodate his 
growing family and in return the family could have the cabin rent-free. When the Joneses 
weren’t at the resort Lloyd could rent it to other vacationers (an early version of what would later 
be called a time-share plan). According to the Jones brothers, Lloyd could do almost any kind of 
construction. From building cabins, making camp repairs and fixing boat motors he was a jack-
of-all trades. When Lloyd and his boyhood friend Floyd Nickel joined the Navy in March 1945, 
Jack Jones remembers helping out with chores at the resort that summer and the next until Lloyd 
returned from the Navy in October 1946. 

 
 

Camp Lora c. 1930. Two model A Ford cars are parked in the driveway. Just to the left of the cars is 
the hand pump for the camp’s well. The large boulder to the right of the stone retaining wall was 
later moved around to the back of the house. The building to the left is Cabin No.2 that later would 
be remodeled and enlarged for Dr. George L. Jones and his family. Photo courtesy of 
RenHolland.com. 
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With the sale of Breezy Point Resort in 1962, Camp Lora was soon sold to the new owners who 
had the property platted in 1963 as part of the Ninth Addition to Breezy Points Estate. By 1967 
Mud Bay had been renamed Nelson Bay–a fitting memorial to Lloyd Nelson who spent most of 
his life along the shore at Camp Lora. Lloyd died in December 1977. He was only 50 years old. 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Camp Lora's main house today. Although the former home of Sam Johnson and later Lloyd and Carol 
Nelson has been extensively remodeled, the stone retaining wall remains the same as it was 85 years 
ago. The small building to the left of the wall is the pump house. Photo with permission of current 
owner Mrs. Clarice Blaeser. 
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Aerial view of the former site of Camp Lora on Nelson Bay. The Johnson-Nelson home can be seen 
in the upper right. The seven buildings to the left of the home were the camp cabins. Photo courtesy 
of Google Maps. 
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_____________ 
Dr. Henderson is the author of LOST IN THE WOODS–THE LEGACY OF CCC CAMP PELICAN, a book 
about the history of a Civilian Conservation Corps camp located on the shore of Pelican Lake during the 
1930s. The writer is collecting information and old photos of resorts and lake views around Pelican Lake 
for future articles in the PLA newsletter. If you have photos that could be used in an article please email 
Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com. 
	

TOP LEFT - Recently remodeled Cabin No. 2 at 
Camp Lora built by Lloyd Nelson, c. 1954. 
 
TOP RIGHT – Dr. George L. Jones in front of 
Cabin No. 2 with a stringer of fish. 
 
BOTTOM LEFT – View of four cabins at Camp 
Lora. A 1950 Ford Sedan is parked next to one 
of the cabins, c. 1954. 
 
All photos courtesy of Dr. Jack Jones. 


