Pelican Lake Neighborhoods–Sunset Beach
By James D. Henderson

A

s land around Pelican Lake
began to be developed in the
early 1900s, several
locations were officially platted.
One of these was Sunset Beach
located on the lake’s southeastern
shore.
Pelican Lake was originally called
Lake Taliaferro by the French
explorer Josef Nicollet in 1836. The
first detailed map of Pelican Lake
was created in 1857 by George
Hubert Belden and refined a year
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later by surveyor Ehud N. Darling.
Their job was to extend township lines
over the land we now know as the Brainerd Lakes Area and further north when
Minnesota became a state.
The first “road” along the eastern shore of Pelican Lake was known as the Pokegama
Road. It appears on Darling’s Pelican Township map and was an extension of the Ojibwa
Indian trail that passed by Lake Hubert on its way north to Pokegama Lake near Grand
Rapids.
In the 1870s Congress granted the Northern Pacific Railroad a patent for land that
included Pelican Lake. Things around the lake began to develop quickly following the
extension of the M&I railroad to Nisswa in 1898. It was then only a short wagon ride out
to Pelican.
Paul Markee was granted a patent in 1900 from the U.S. government to homestead on
land between Pelican and Markee Lakes. A portion of this land was later sold in 1920 to
Frederick L.Haeberle. Haeberle had previously purchased a piece of land to the north and
adjacent to the Markee property in 1917. He and his wife Maud merged the two pieces of
land together and platted it in 1920 as Sunset Beach.
Frederick Haeberle, a professor at Shadduck School, a private boys school in Faribault,
Minnesota, was a naturalist and conceived the idea of developing a boy’s camp on
Pelican Lake around 1915. He called it Shadduck Camp. Although the camp never
achieved fruition, Haeberle built his cabin there and later retired to live out his remaining
days on the shore of Pelican Lake.
The area along Pelican Lake known as Sunset Beach consisted of 27 lots. Beginning with
lot 6, the land extended between Pelican and Markee. Haeberle renamed the road along

the lake Pelican Pass Road. By 1984 the road was called Pelican Lake Road. In 1991 it
was known as Pelican Beach Road and finally during the late 1990s it was changed back
to its present name–Pelican Lake Road.
The old Pokegama trail is no longer visible, the wagon ruts lost through the passage of
time, washed or graded away. An asphalt roadway has sprung up in its place carrying
vehicles the pioneers could never have dreamed of. One thing has remained unchanged
though and that’s the beautiful evening view on the shore of Sunset Beach.
___________________
Author’s note: Future newsletters will feature articles about other neighborhoods around Pelican
Lake. If readers have information about a specific neighborhood or area around the lake please
email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com. With your help all of us can learn more about
different parts of our unique lakeshore.

