Vintage Cabins & Cottages on Pelican Lake – The Wittmann-Muller Cabin
by Dr. James D. Henderson

T

his article continues my series on vintage cabins and cottages on Pelican Lake and Little Pelican Lake.
I’ve indicated in the article’s title that the cabin is on Pelican Lake and that was the case in 1910 when
the land was purchased from Sol and Caroline Marquis by H. C. Wittmann. At that time Little Pelican
was then a large bay that lay to the west of Big Pelican Lake.
Small lakeshore cabins often have big stories to tell
and the Wittmann-Muller cabin is one of them. Years ago,
when I first read local area historian Carl Zapffe’s
Oldtimers I & II – Stories of Our Pioneers … I found that
in the early winter months of 1905 Solomon Marquis (aka
Markee) and his brother Paul had moved a cabin from
Section 27 in Pelican Township to a new location in the
adjacent Section 28 on what was then the eastern shore of
Pelican’s bay. At the time I wondered if the cabin was still
on the shore that was now known as Little Pelican Lake.
A couple of years ago I was contacted by Soni and Bob
Muller who told me that their cabin on Little Pelican had
been continuously occupied as a summer place since
1912. So, here’s the rest of the story…
Heinrich (aka Erich, Henry, “HC”) Curtis Wittmann
was born in Lincoln, Nebraska in 1885, the son of German
immigrant parents. His father Joseph established a harness
shop around 1870 and by 1899 his son “HC” was
operating it as H. Wittmann & Co. selling harness,
bicycles and phonographs. He was 14 years old and
apparently was quite the athlete. In high school he was the
extra point kicker for Lincoln High and following
(L) “HC” Wittmann with wife Emma and her sister
graduation played some semi-pro football around
Julia Reusch in front of the Wittmann cabin on Little
Chicago. “HC” had a competitive nature and as a bicyclist
Pelican Lake in July 1961.
he won two gold medals at the 1904 St. Louis Olympics.
In 1907 he sold the harness business and entered the hardware trade. He sold that business in 1929 and then in
the 1930s formed the Wittmann
Supply Co. and sold cement and
a glue called “SureStop” to stop
runs in women’s hosiery. In
recognition of his Olympic
cycling achievements he was
elected to the Nebraska Sports
Hall of Fame in 1963. He died
in 1968.
In 1909 “HC” traveled by
train to Pelican Lake with a
number of other Lincoln
businessmen who had
purchased land on Pelican
Point, later known as Lincoln
Point. These men were all
members of the Pelican Lake
Outing Club (PLOC). As the

train closed in on Nisswa and passed through the tall dark green pine trees, “HC” later recalled it reminded him
of the trees in der Schwarzwald or Black Forest where his mother had vacationed in Germany. The PLOC
members all held their Lincoln Point land in common. “HC” was not a joiner and so he decided to buy his own
land on the east shore of Pelican’s bay. He first acquired about 5 acres on Government Lot (GL) 5 in 1910 and
13 acres on GL 6 in 1912, both on Section 28 in Pelican Township.

These two cabins on the eastern shore of
Little Pelican Lake were owned by “HC”
Wittmann. Both are located on Government
Lot 5 in Section 28 in Pelican Township.
One of them may have been relocated by
Solomon Markee from Section 27 across
what is now Co Hwy 4 to its present
location in 1905. Design elements including
fieldstone rockwork comprising the porch
steps, floor supports, chimney, and
fireplace surround in the cabin on the right
along with its lower pitched roof suggests it
might be the newer structure. A brass
plaque on south side door dates the original
building to 1912. The Muller’s recently
discovered a 1912 photo of the cabin on the
left and another photo of “HC’s” 8-month
old son Richard sitting on a stump before
the cabin Muller cabin was built, confirming
its original construction date.

It is most likely that the cabin on the left is the older one, in
accordance with family history, and that its fireplace was constructed at a later date. It has been confirmed that
the cabin on the right was built exactly at its present location in 1912. Crow Wing County land records indicate
the left cabin was built in 1909 and the one on the right in 1910. How these dates got into the county’s database
is as yet unknown. County tax records show that “HC” paid 1911 taxes on the land, but no buildings were noted
on the record. His land on GL 5 was valued at $15 and he paid $.26 in tax.

ABOVE – The Barb and Tim Blanchard cabin as it appeared in 1912 on the eastern shore of what is now Little Pelican
Lake. There is a strong possibility this cabin was moved to this location in February 1905 by Sol Marquis and his
brother Paul. A brick chimney rises up the north side of the cabin. Today the cabin appears much the same as it did in
1912.
BELOW – Eight-month old Wilfrid Erich, son of “HC” Wittmann, looks out at the lake from his perch on a fresh-cut tree
stump in August 1912 at the present site of Soni and Bob Muller’s cabin.

It can now be conclusively established that Markee’s original cabin moved by Sol and his brother in 1905, is
not the Muller cabin. Originally the 27 x 27 ft. Muller cabin consisted of a porch facing the lake, a living room
with fireplace comprised of small fieldstones from Gooseberry Island, a bedroom and kitchen, all sort of in one
large open space.

The stonework on the porch steps, chimney and fireplace is very
similar to that located at nearby Wassena Lodge that was built by Sol
Markee.

In 1954 the cabin got running water
and electricity, the porch was enclosed,
and the present small bedroom, bathroom
and part of the kitchen created. The
Muller’s remodeled the cabin in 2012
adding a master bedroom and bathroom
and enlarged the kitchen. During the
remodeling a piece of the exterior shiplap
wall plank was discovered to have some
writing on it, probably a legacy of “HC”
on one of his road trips by car to his lake
cabin. In the 1920s it was a three-day
journey from Lincoln. It reads “Lincoln to
Storm Lake, Ia - 206 miles; Storm Lake, Ia
to Redwood Falls, Mn - 155 miles;
Redwood Falls, Mn to Pelican Lake – 201
miles. Lincoln to Pelican Lake – 562
miles”.
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If you have old photos of your vintage cabin you’d like to share in a future article in the Pelican Lake Newsletter please
email Jim Henderson at james7122@gmail.com.

